
UIC Honors  Col lege 

   Please join me in con-

gratulating Aida Soto,  

Nirmal Pandya and the 
entire HCAB crew for mak-
ing the 15th Annual Honors 
College Ball an out-
standing success. With 
over 400 students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni attend-
ing, this black-tie optional 
soiree has become a cor-
nerstone of UIC’s spring 
social calendar. Aside from 
simply being fun, the Ball 

also serves as the main 
fund raiser for the HCAB 
Fellowship. I look forward 
to seeing everyone again 
at the Ball next year.  
 
   I also look forward to 
seeing everyone at the 
Honors College Spring 
Luncheon in Burnham Hall 
later this month.  
  
   Our thoughts are with the 
entire Northern Illinois 

Community. 
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   Saturday, February 23rd  

2008, HCAB 
hosted the 15th 
annual Honors 
College ball at the 
Chicago City Cen-
tre. About 400 
guests attended 
the ball which 
went off without a 
hitch thanks to 
HCAB President 
Nirmal Pandya 
and Vice-
President and 
Honors College 
Ball Chair Aida 
Soto. As one of the guests, I 
can attest that the ball was a 
great success. 
   The ball took place from 6 
p.m. to midnight and included 
a cocktail hour and silent auc-
tion, three course dinner and, 
of course, dancing. The silent 
auction raised more than 
$2,300 that will go towards 

HCAB scholarships.   The cov-
eted items available for 
bid included restaurant 
gift certificates, passes 
to Arlington Race 
Course, tickets to local 
theaters, and much 
more. 
   I spoke with Pandya 
and Soto about the work 
that they put in to orga-
nizing the ball, in order 

to give readers an 
idea of how much 
work it takes to pull 
off such an event 
successfully. Neither 

had ever planned an event like 
this before, but Soto has 
worked in a bridal shop since 
she was sixteen and explained 
that she “learned a lot of tricks 
and made a lot of friends with 
vendors who were a great help 
in service and advice.”  
   Pandya added that: “We also 
got a lot of help from the Hon-

ors College staff and a great 
deal of help and support from 
Kate Knicker.” Soto elabo-
rated on this point and ex-
pressed gratitude towards the 
Honors College: “There is not 
one person in the Honors Col-
lege that did not have helpful 
advice or lend a helping hand; 
they are all amazing people.”  
   Choosing a location for the 
ball was an important part of 
the planning. The Chicago City 
Centre has a superb layout for 

(Continued on page 8) 
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   Has your Honors College Fellow been an important source of guidance in your life?  Have you benefited from his or her advice regarding 
your curriculum, extracurricular activities, scholarships, graduate education, and/or your overall career and life goals?  Would you like to 

show your Fellow how much you appreciate his or her dedication to Honors College students? 

 

   We are asking for your assistance in identifying and recognizing Honors College Faculty Fellows who have made a difference in the lives of 

the Honors College students with whom they have worked.  We will honor the “Fellow of the Year’ at the Honors College  

Convocation on Wednesday May 7th. 

 

   If you would like to nominate your Honors College Fellow as our “Fellow of the Year,” please submit a letter to Executive Associate Dean 
Janet Madia in which you describe your Fellow’s role in your education.  All submissions are due by Monday, March 31Monday, March 31Monday, March 31Monday, March 31stststst. . . . Thanks for your 

assistance in helping us give deserving recognition to our most supportive faculty. 

            UIC Honors College students are regularly the finalists for and the 
recipients of nationally-competitive scholarships and fellowships. 
Many of them work with OSSP when applying and we would like to 

recognize some of their most recent successes. 

   Juniors Suemayah AbuSuemayah AbuSuemayah AbuSuemayah Abu----Douleh Douleh Douleh Douleh and Seweryn Skibinski, Seweryn Skibinski, Seweryn Skibinski, Seweryn Skibinski, and senior 
Tam Trinh Tam Trinh Tam Trinh Tam Trinh were winners of the IIE Gilman Scholarships for Study 
Abroad. Gilman Scholars receive funding up to $5,000 for a semes-
ter or academic year of international study. Students must be Pell 
Grant recipients in order to be eligible for the award. Suemayah Suemayah Suemayah Suemayah 
received $5,000 plus an additional $3,000 Critical Language En-
hancement Award for pursuing Arabic study along with Middle East 
politics in Amman, Jordan, this semester. Tam Tam Tam Tam received $5,000 and 
is spending the spring semester studying Spanish and history in 
Barcelona, Spain. Seweryn Seweryn Seweryn Seweryn received $3,500 to help fund his se-
mester in Santiago de los Caballeros, Dominican Republic, where 
he is working on his Spanish major. The next Gilman Scholarship 
deadline is April 15, 2008, for study abroad programs in the Fall 

2008 semester and full 2008-09 academic year. 

   Seniors Caitlin Cohn, Jessica Harper, Leigh Hellman, Susan Jin, Caitlin Cohn, Jessica Harper, Leigh Hellman, Susan Jin, Caitlin Cohn, Jessica Harper, Leigh Hellman, Susan Jin, Caitlin Cohn, Jessica Harper, Leigh Hellman, Susan Jin, 
Farah Shareef, Farah Shareef, Farah Shareef, Farah Shareef, and Katie Stefani Katie Stefani Katie Stefani Katie Stefani were named finalists for the Ful-
bright Fellowship. Fulbright Fellows are given all-expenses-paid for 
one full year to pursue a project of their design in the country of 
their choosing. Three students are proposing to complete English 
Teaching Assistantships (ETAs) abroad next year: Caitlin Caitlin Caitlin Caitlin in Italy, 
and Leigh Leigh Leigh Leigh and SusanSusanSusanSusan in South Korea. Jessica Jessica Jessica Jessica hopes to study genet-
ics and stem-cell research in Greece; FarahFarahFarahFarah wants to pursue bio-
medical engineering research in the United Kingdom; and KatieKatieKatieKatie is 
interesting in researching the gait of people affected with cerebral 
palsy in South Korea. Finalists are notified any time between April 
and June. Fulbright applicants must be nominated by UIC, and 
OSSP coordinates this process. We recommend you start thinking 
about the application early and make arrangements with OSSP to 
discuss the Fulbright as soon as you are interested, as the deadline 
is close to the beginning of the semester every year. The next Ful-
bright Fellowship UIC deadline is April 15, 2008, for fellowships 

that would be applicable in the 2009-10 academic year. 

   Senior Farah Shareef Farah Shareef Farah Shareef Farah Shareef and junior Amy (Ying) Ye Amy (Ying) Ye Amy (Ying) Ye Amy (Ying) Ye were selected as 

members of the USA Today All-USA College Academic Team for the 
2007-08 academic year. The All-USA College Academic Team 
“honors full-time undergraduates (juniors and seniors) who not 
only excel in scholarship but also extend their intellectual abilities 
beyond the classroom to benefit society.” Criteria include grades, 
academic rigor, leadership, activities and most important, the stu-
dent’s essay describing his or her most outstanding academic 
endeavor. Students must be nominated by a campus officer or 
professor, and OSSP works with students on that process. Farah Farah Farah Farah 
was selected for the All-USA First Team, and was featured in the 
Feb. 14 edition of USA Today. She also received a cash award of 
$2,500. Amy Amy Amy Amy was named to the All-USA Third Team, and her name 
was listed in the same edition. The USA Today All-USA College Aca-

demic Team deadline is November 30 every year. 

   Junior Brett Thurman Brett Thurman Brett Thurman Brett Thurman was just named a finalist for the Truman 
Scholarship. He will participate in interviews on March 11 to deter-
mine if he will become one of the 60 to 65 students nationwide 
selected as Truman Scholars every year. The Truman Scholarship 
provides up to $30,000 in funding to students pursuing graduate 
degrees in public service fields. Brett, Brett, Brett, Brett, the Undergraduate Student 
Government (USG) president who formerly served in the U.S. Army 
and is now in the Army ROTC program at UIC, would like to return 
to a military career and eventually become a White House staff 
advisor to the president. Students must be juniors when they ap-
ply, or have at lest one semester or one year of school remaining 
at the time of application. This year, finalists like BrettBrettBrettBrett will be noti-
fied by March 25 if they were selected as Truman Scholars. You 
must be nominated to be considered for a Truman Scholarship, 
and OSSP coordinates this process and is only allowed to select 
four students per year. The Truman Scholarship deadline is the 
first Tuesday of February every year, with a UIC nomination preced-

ing the national deadline in November. 

 

For more information on the scholarships and fellowships high-
lighted in this story, or to talk to OSSP more about other funding 
opportunities, please visit us in 2506 University Hall, or contact us 

at (312) 355-2477, ssp@uic.edu.  
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The Ampersand 

   One of the newest student organiza-
tions at UIC is SPEAK, a group with a 
venerable purpose: to give people a 
place to discuss controversial topics 
freely. The organization was founded by 
sophomore English major, Joel Ebert, 
with seniors Chris Olson (political sci-
ence) and Sarah Viets (history). Ebert 
explained that SPEAK was created on 
the grounds that “[we needed] to bridge 
the divide between individual students, 
professors and departments. We 
thought that people, organizations, pro-
fessors and departments tend to talk 

only amongst themselves about issues.” 

   As SPEAK’s President, Ebert went on 
to express that, when people exclusively 
talk amongst those with similar mind-
sets, they lack the opportunity to have 
their ideas challenged. “By not challeng-
ing what you think,” stated Ebert, 
“apathy and cynicism build up.” Hence 
the creation of SPEAK: it is the perfect 
place to allow the dilution of emotional 
factors, to bridge gaps between groups 
normally not within contact and to allow 
others a chance to form a free-thinking 
organization in which the absence of a 
preconceived ideology will hold to be 

beneficial. 

   SPEAK may not be an entirely new 
concept for an organization, but there is 
certainly nothing like it on the UIC cam-
pus. SPEAK seeks to serve the needs of 

the student body and nothing more. It is 
selfless in that respect, but it is also 
abstract in regards to the idea that as 
Ebert suggested, “[SPEAK is not] unified 
under one individual concept like other 

organizations.” 

   Ebert went on to mention that Emily 
Finchum (of the Society of Future Physi-
cians and the Golden Key International 
Society) suggested forming a broader 
group similar to SPEAK that would en-
compass other college campuses like 
the University of Chicago, DePaul and 
Loyola and possibly result in a sympo-
sium. “Something we would definitely be 
interested in being involved with when it 

happens in the fall,” quipped Ebert. 

   SPEAK is a determined organization 
that endeavors to make an impact by 
touching upon some of the most contro-
versial issues of the present.  Unified 
under the title of SPEAK, the organiza-
tion is divvied up into several subcom-
mittees dedicated to specific issues. 
Currently, there are three subcommit-
tees that cover the following topics: 
American Values and Pop Culture, Immi-
gration, and Education and State-
Funding. Each subcommittee has its 
own time and date for meeting in order 
to plan a different event that will ad-
dress each specific issue. These three 
events have tentative dates sometime in 

April. 

   “We are currently working on getting a 
weekly/bi-weekly discussion series to-
gether that will be much more informal,” 
stated Ebert.  “This is going to be done 
so that people that do not have the time 
to be part of a subcommittee or don’t 
want to be involved in one evening’s big 

event can at least feel a part of SPEAK.” 

   For the next few weeks, the subcom-
mittee on American Values and Pop Cul-
ture will be meeting every Wednesday at 
5 pm. The Immigration subcommittee is 
due to meet on March 6 and plans are 
still under way for the Education and 
State-Funding subcommittee. All meet-

ings are held at the Honors College. 

“Anyone who wants their voice heard or 
looks to serve the interests of the stu-
dent body at large is welcome,” claimed 
Ebert, assuring that SPEAK is a non-
judgmental group that will not pressure 

one to commit if not available. 

   “This group is important, because in 
order to further our critical thinking 
skills, we need to challenge ourselves 
and others,” Ebert stressed.  “People 
need to feel they have a voice on cam-
pus and in the government as well. What 

people say really does matter.” 

   For any questions or concerns, email 

SPEAK at speakgroup@gmail.com 
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S PE AK  
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   Several Honors College students were recently named to the University of Illinois Alumni Association’s Activities Honorary 
Society.  This prestigious honor society was founded fifty-eight years ago at Navy Pier to recognize student leaders who contrib-
ute to campus life through their involvement in student organizations in an exemplary way.  Inductees are outstanding stu-
dents who have been active in at least three diverse student activities, with a key leadership role in at least one of the three.  

Additionally, they must have earned at least 72 credit hours. 

   Congratulations to the following students: 

 

 Oisin Kenny, Economics 

 Saba Khan, Psychology 

 Rowena Mudiappa, Psychology 

 Farah Shareef, Bioengineering 

 Zarina Tchinibekova, Movement Sciences 

 Brett Thurman, Political Science 

A C T I V I T I E S  H O N O R A RY  S O C I E T Y  I N D U C T E E S  



   Most UIC students have probably noticed that the lecture halls on 
campus are all named after various historical figures.  Some of 
them are readily recognizable, such as Lincoln and Taft, the former 
presidents.  Others are references to Chicago history, such as Ad-
dams Hall, which is named after Hull House founder Jane Addams.  
The name of the hall which houses the Honors College, Burnham 

Hall, also came from an important figure in Chicago’s rich history. 

   Daniel Burnham was a well-known architect and urban planner.  
He was born in 1846 in New York state, and was raised in Chicago.  
Although he unsuccessfully attempted to gain admittance to a 
number of universities, he was not accepted and eventually found 
work with an architectural firm called Carter, Drake and Wight.  
While employed there, Burnham met his future business partner, 

fellow architect John Root. 

   Chicago’s history of having some of the world’s tallest buildings 
began as Burnham and Root designed the Masonic Temple build-
ing, which, at the time of its construction, was the tallest in the 
world at 21 stories tall.  Other notable structures that Burnham’s 
firm designed are the Monadnock Building, located at 53 W. Jack-

son Blvd., and the Reliance Building, located at 20 N. State Street. 

   Perhaps Burnham’s most well known contribution to Chicago 
architecture was his design for the World’s Columbian Exhibition, 
which took place in 1892.  At the time, the City Beautiful Move-
ment was taking place in Chicago, Detroit and Washington, D.C.  
Proponents of the movement hoped that the beautification of ma-
jor cities would create harmony amongst city dwellers and prevent 

moral decay. 

W H E R E  B U R N H A M  H A L L  G O T  I T S  N A M E  
J A C Q U E L I N E  H A R T F O R D  
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   Study abroad and research abroad are both great opportunities to 
travel to new places, learn about new cultures and gain expertise in 
a foreign language. Research abroad in particular allows under-
graduates to experience the common passion that researchers 
around the world share for exploring science, even when they speak 
different languages. Each country has its own personality – scientifi-
cally and culturally – and it is an incredible experience to go abroad 
and enjoy a fulfilling research experience in a differ-
ent country. I did research abroad in Israel, sup-
ported by the ACWIS international research scholar-
ship and spent a fantastic month at the Weizmann 

Institute of Technology. 

   Joining an international research lab can    enrich 
you scientifically. Before I came to Israel, I was re-
quired to write an abstract on the previous research 
I had done and choose a research topic of interest. 
I was then interviewed by a science committee of 
the Institute and the mentor I would work under. It 
was well worth the effort! Once I reached Israel, I 
worked in the Sachar Lab in the Department of 
Immunology, on cutting-edge discoveries in cancer. 
My research topic concerned the migration of malignant B-cells 
throughout the spleen and bone marrow in stages of B-CLL leuke-
mia. Conducting research in an international lab is quite an experi-
ence. The labs themselves have similarities and differences to labs 
in the USA. One of the most bizarre things to see in Israel was the 
same Paraffin film produced in Chicago, which is used in labs 
around the world. It was nice to see a bit of home while I was 

   The architecture Burnham designed was 
considered to be one of the first major 
steps in the City Beautiful Movement.  The 
chosen style of architecture was neo-
classical. Soon after the fair, other archi-
tects and commissioners created a high 
demand for similar designs.  After the fair, 
most of the buildings were demolished, as 
they were temporary installments.  One 
building, the Palace of Fine Arts, remained 
and is now the Museum of Science and 

Industry. 

   Burnham also worked to create “The 
Plan of Chicago,” which was a map to aid 
in the future development of the city’s layout.  The City Beautiful 
Movement also inspired this project.  Burnham planned to develop 
the river and lakefront, and to make parks accessible to every citi-
zen.  In fact, Millennium Park was first conceptualized in this plan, 

although not in the form that is seen today. 

   Daniel Burnham also designed buildings and urban plans for 
cities around the world, including New York City, Washington, D.C., 
San Francisco, and Milan, Italy.  He passed away in 1912 at the 
age of 65.  At the turn of the century, he was one of the world’s 

foremost architects. 

   Burnham Hall serves as a reminder of Chicago’s history and the 

notable people who made the city’s development possible. 

Daniel H. BurnhamDaniel H. BurnhamDaniel H. BurnhamDaniel H. Burnham    

R E S E A R C H  A B R O A D !  
A M Y  M A D U R A M  

abroad. For me, working in an international lab definitely defined my 

combined interests in medicine and research.    

   Of course, research abroad also gave me plenty of opportunities to 
explore a new country and enjoy my time there! Although I would 
work hard on weekdays, the Institute provided plenty of opportuni-
ties to visit other places over the weekend. Among the highlights of 
that summer are my six-hour hike through the Golan Heights, cruise 

on the Red Sea, shopping on the street markets in 
Jerusalem and drinking coffee with Bedouins. After 
finishing research, I spent an entire week hiking 
through the Judean desert. I learned much about 
the Israeli culture and found peace throughout the 

land among people and culture. 

   Research opportunities abroad provide exciting 
opportunities for students to meet fellow scientists 
and discover how they see the world. In Israel, I 
made many friends with international researchers. 
In the lab I worked with a girl from France; although 
she did not speak much English, I could speak and 
write in French. We had a great time learning to 
speak with each other. I’ve also had long conversa-

tions about science, life and culture with students from Holland, 
Germany, Mexico, England, South Africa, and many other countries. 
Doing research abroad is an amazing experience and is worth look-
ing into during your undergraduate years. There are many opportuni-
ties available for undergraduates to experience research abroad, 

so…enjoy! 

Amy Maduram (second from left) Amy Maduram (second from left) Amy Maduram (second from left) Amy Maduram (second from left) 
in Jerusalem with friends from in Jerusalem with friends from in Jerusalem with friends from in Jerusalem with friends from 

Holland, Mexico, and France. Holland, Mexico, and France. Holland, Mexico, and France. Holland, Mexico, and France.     
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F O C U S  O N  A  F E L L O W :  D R .  R O B E R T  
M C A U L E Y  

A N A N D  S A N D E S A R A  

   The afternoon sun 
strikes the stained 
glass windows per-
fectly, illuminating 
the entire room. Latin 
inscriptions and old 
English quotes jump 
out of the walls as 
the variety of colors 
pleasantly blend to-
gether. No, this isn’t 
a medieval French 
cathedral, but rather 
it is a sixth floor office at 
UIC’s College of Medicine. A product of 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
under Roosevelt in the 1930s, this former 
anatomy museum now has the privilege 
of being occupied by Dr. Robert McAuley, 
Associate Dean and Chief Information 

Officer (CIO) at UIC’s College of Medicine. 

   Much of Dr. McAuley’s life has revolved 
around UIC, from when he came as a 
graduate student in 1984 for education 
psychology to his current positions at the 
College of Medicine. As the technology 
guru for the COM, Dr. McAuley is responsi-
ble for instruction-related technology, 
data security, HIPPA compliance, video 
conferencing between campuses, student 
record systems, and much more. The 
beautiful new medical school website, 
which went live just a couple of weeks 
ago, is a testament to two years of his 
dedication and hard work (http://
www.medicine.uic.edu/). His career in 
computers took off when there were few 
PC’s in existence and the Internet was a 
phenomenon that was just beginning to 
gain attention. From the days of the Mac 
Mosaic to now, he sees UIC’s technologi-

cal potential in exponential terms. 

   Having spent nearly half of his life at 
UIC, McAuley has glowing remarks to 
make on the institution. He calls UIC a 
“hidden gem” for everything from health-
care to education to research. Because 
UIC is in the same city as the prestigious 
University of Chicago, people tend to for-
get about this urban public school. How-
ever, through his years of experience and 
learning, he has come to realize what an 

incredible institution 
he is involved with. 
What is refreshing 
about Dr. McAuley is 
that he truly loves 
what he does and has 
a great passion for it. 
“I like the urban mis-
sion. I like the people 
I work with because 
no one here is in it for 
the money. They’re 
here because they 

want to be here.” 

   With such involvement in the College of 
Medicine, his advice for pre-medical and 
medical students should be given value: 
“Get a life.” While it may seem like a blunt 
statement, McAuley sees that students 
these days are too caught up in the ad-
missions process and classes that they 
forget to experience what makes life 

worthwhile. 

   Even though he is passionate and heav-
ily involved with the medical school, he 
finds plenty of time to pursue his outside 
interests, reflective of his suggestion. He 
travels to the Caribbean at least once a 
year for relaxation, and he picked up a 
recent hobby of fly fishing in the Baha-
mas. McAuley also is an amateur radio 
operator and has talked to people in an 
incredible 160 countries. His days with 
the yearbook staff in high school created 
a passion for photography, from the days 
in the dark room through the current digi-
tal age. And of course, he enjoys spending 

time with wife and four children. 

   His striking red hair and beard hints at 
his birth in Ireland. Although he has not 
returned to the island since the late 
1980’s, he can slip back into his accent 
in certain situations. As he put it, 
“Tuesday all of a sudden becomes 
Chooseday.” People mistake him for 
Adam Savage from the show MythBusters 
on the Discovery Channel, and he has 
often been asked for autographs. While 
he is no television celebrity, Dr. McAuley 
is a one-of-a-kind professional who makes 
UIC a wonderful, interesting place to live 

and learn. 

Dr. Robert McAuleyDr. Robert McAuleyDr. Robert McAuleyDr. Robert McAuley    

Check out  

Honors College  

Tutoring 

 

Need help with organic 
chemistry?  Calculus got 

you confused?  Don’t 
worry...the Honors College 
Tutors are here to help you 
figure it all out.   Get help 
from your peers who have 
excelled in the classes they 

are tutoring. 

The Tutoring Center is  

located on the second floor 
of  Burnham Hall, in 

Room 220.   The Honors 
College Tutoring program 

runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

You don’t need an  

appointment; tutoring is 
available on a  

walk-in basis. 

To see the schedule of  
classes and when they are 
offered, go to the Tutoring 

web page: 

http://www.uic.edu/ 

honors/learning/ 

tutoring.shtml 

 



Williams. 

   After the first year, HCAB sought hotels 
with dining facilities in which to hold the 
ball. This remedied the divisive atmos-
phere of the first Ball, Madia explained. 
Chicago’s Congress Hotel provided a loca-

tion for the second Ball, 
where students enjoyed 
a more formal setting. 
Other previous locations 
include the Crystal Gar-
den Ballroom at Navy 
Pier, the Midland Hotel, 
the Mid America Club 
and La Strada Risto-

rante. 

   To keep the ticket 
price down, HCAB raises 
money to make the 
event as self-supporting 
as possible. As a result, 

students pay only the price of the event, 

such as facility rental and meal costs. 

   For the first few years, HCAB donated 
proceeds from the Ball’s ticket sales and 
fundraising to a cause or charity, such as 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. However, 
due to technical reasons involving HCAB’s 
nonprofit status, it could not donate to 

another nonprofit organization. 

   As Madia stated, “Charity starts at 
home,” so proceeds from ticket sales now 
fund the HCAB Scholarship. The winners 
attend the ball and the scholarship is an-
nounced at the ball itself.  This year’s Ball, 
which took place on Saturday, February 
23, also marked the 25th anniversary of 

the Honors College. 

   The annual Honors College Ball, now in 
its 15th year, began when Sam Jaiswal, a 
student from England, suggested the in-
statement of a formal social event. Upon 
joining HCAB, he convinced the dean at 
the time, Dean Howard Kerr, to let HCAB 

try it. 

   Kerr’s reluctance 
stemmed from the diffi-
culty in predicting 
whether students would 
approach the event in a 
mature manner. Luckily 
for Honors College stu-
dents, the event suc-
cessfully gives “good 
practice for the real 
world” as an opportunity 
to experience a formal 
event in which to mingle 
with peers, faculty and 
staff outside of the class-
room, Executive Associate Dean Janet 

Madia said. 

   The first ball entertained over 100 peo-
ple, including faculty, alumni and Honors 
College students. “We were amazed that 

we got so many people,” Madia said. 

   The ball was originally held in the Illinois 
Room in Student Center East (known then 
as Chicago Circle Center) and offered food 
and a bar. Because not all attendees were 
aged 21 years or older, the room was di-
vided such that alcohol consumers stayed 
in a separate area from the rest of the 
event. This made socializing tricky because 
the physical layout was “set up almost like 
two events,” said Assistant Dean Stacie 

H O N O R S  C O L L E G E  B A L L  R O L L S  I N T O  I T S  
1 5 T H  Y E A R  

A N N  H A I B E C K  
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Students take to the dance floor Students take to the dance floor Students take to the dance floor Students take to the dance floor     

at this year’s Ball.at this year’s Ball.at this year’s Ball.at this year’s Ball.    

Summer & Fall 
Registration  

Reminder! 
 

Using the student Self-Service 
System, you can find out your 
registration time ticket (the ear-
liest time you are authorized to 
register).  Time tickets will be 
available beginning March 
10th.  The on-line schedule of  
classes will also be available on 
that date. 

Registration for both summer 
session and fall 2008 semesters 
begins on April 2 for seniors.  
Subsequent registration dates 
are based on your earned credit 
hours; registration is scheduled 
as follows: 

 

April   2 – 4:  Seniors 

April   7 – 8:  Juniors 

April   9 – 10:  Sophomores 

April 11, 14 – 16:  Freshmen 

 

Additionally, all freshmen 
Honors College students are 
required to meet with an Hon-
ors College advisor prior to reg-
istering for classes.  Call or stop 
by the Honors College front 
desk to make an appointment. 

   Please consider representing your fellow graduating Honors College students by submit-
ting a request to serve as student speaker at the Convocation.  This year’s Honors College 

Convocation will take place on Wednesday, May 7th in the brand new UIC Forum.   

    If you would like to be considered as the Class of 2008’s student speaker, please sub-
mit a draft of your proposed speech by Friday, April 4th at 5 p.m.  Your speech should take 
approximately 3-5 minutes to deliver.  You may submit your draft by email to Dean Madia 
at jmadia@uic.edu or on paper; just drop it off at the reception desk in Burnham Hall if you 

choose the latter. 

L O O K I N G  F O R  Y O U R  1 5  M I N U T E S  O F  
F A M E ?  



Planning on  

Graduating in May? 

 

If  you are an Honors  

College senior and you are 
planning on graduating this 
May, you need to submit an 

Honors College  

Graduation Declaration 
form.  The form is  

available in the literature 
rack in the Honors College 
main lobby; it is also on the 

web:  

http://www.uic.edu/ 

honors/forms/ 

hcgraddoc.pdf 

 

Reminder: The Honors 
College Graduation Decla-
ration does not replace the 

graduation declaration  

requirements of  your  

academic College. 
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   All semester long, the students of the 
Levine Hillel Center are celebrating 
Israel’s 60th anniversary of independ-
ence with events that highlight the 
country’s diversity, religious signifi-
cance, and democracy. We are cele-
brating with speak-
ers, cultural events, 
dinners and more. 
On February 19th, 
our first speaker 
was Zion Uness, 
who described the 
Ethiopian Jewish 
journey to Israel. On 
February 29th we 
welcomed Nissim 
Reuben to talk 
about the Indian 
Jewish population; 
like the Ethiopian 
Jews, almost all members of this com-
munity have immigrated to Israel. On 
March 4th the Honors College hosted a 
photography presentation by Harel 
Stanton, an Israeli ethnographic pho-
tographer, who exhibited his work on 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim religious 

expression in Jerusalem. 

   Zion Uness, an Ethiopian-Israeli, de-
scribed the difficult journey of the Jews 
of Ethiopia to Israel.  Along with his 
mother and brother, Zion undertook 
the arduous journey when he was 
seven as part of Operation Moses in 
1984. The Ethiopian Jewish commu-
nity endured anti-Semitism in Ethiopia 
as they traveled through the desert to 
refugee camps in Sudan where Israeli 
planes awaited to airlift them. On the 
way, bandits, thirst, hunger, and dis-
ease killed many of the Jews. “I lost my 
big brother on the way,” said Zion, “but 
we kept going; we believed only those 

worthy would enter the holy land.”  

   Israel is important to Jews around 
the world because it is the only country 
in the world that will accept any Jew 

from anywhere suffering from persecu-
tion. The Zionist movement was 
founded by Theodore Hertzl in Basil, 
Switzerland in the late 19th century.  
Hertzl maintained that, like all peoples, 
the Jews are entitled to self-

determination. The 
Zionist movement 
was dedicated to a 
Jewish state being 
established in the 
cultural and historic 
homeland of the 
Jewish people in 
Palestine. The early 
20th century saw 
two large waves of 
Jewish immigration 
to Palestine of East-
ern European Jews 
fleeing persecution. 

In 1917, the Balfour Declaration ex-
pressed the policy of the soon-to-be 
British administrators of the crumbling 
Ottoman Empire of formal support for 
a Jewish state in Palestine. In 1948 
the objective was fulfilled with the 

founding of the modern state of Israel. 

   Today, Israel has over a million non-
Jewish residents, who are citizens, 
vote in elections and can run for public 
office. Israel is the only liberal democ-
racy in the Middle East and has a 
secular government. Israel shares 
many of the same values as the United 
States, including full rights for women, 
LGBT people and religious and ethnic 
minorities. That is why we are celebrat-
ing and we invite the rest of the UIC 

community to celebrate with us. 

   The UIC Levine Hillel would like to 
welcome the entire student community 
of UIC to celebrate this momentous 
year with us. For more information 

please email me at Eliebe4@uic.edu 
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We Want to Hear 

from YOU! 

   Are you interested  

in writing for the  

Ampersand?  The  

Ampersand is open 
and eager to accept 
submissions from all 

Honors College  

students. 

   Please contact  

Jennifer Kosco at 
jkosco@uic.edu if you 

are interested. 

2 5 6 , 3 2 0  M I N U T E S  I N  M A D R I D  
E L I Z A B E T H  B O Y L E  

   With four weeks of the semester 
gone, classes are officially in full 
swing.  Thus far I have been thor-
oughly enjoying my class selection.  
They are quite varied and I am able 
to explore many aspects of the 
Spanish culture beyond the super-
ficial in order to gain authentic 

knowledge.   

   My grammar class has been piv-
otal in the advancement of my 
language skills.   It has not only 
solidified my grammatical usage, 
but has also taught me the many 
idioms and colloquial phrases of 
modern castellano.  I can now 
confidently insert colloquial 
phrases such as, “Tengo mono de 
Chicago,” which in literal transla-
tion means, “I have a monkey of Chicago,” but 
the sentiment amounts to, “I miss Chicago.”  
With each class, I am reformulating my book 
learning in order converse in a manner more 

akin to a bilingual speaker.   

   My literature classes have instructed me not 
only the finer intricacies of Spanish literature, 
but have also exposed me to the works of Latin 
American authors as well.  With the support of 
my professors, I am amazed at the depth my 
classmates and I are able to glean from texts 
that seem very intimidating at first glance.  
Through their instruction and guidance we are 
able to identify such complex topics as the phi-

losophies of Schopenhauer within 
the texts of Jorge Louis Borges, 
and then draw parallels to other 
contemporary Latin American au-
thors.  Each work presents yet an-
other perspective of Spain from not 
only the eyes of its own people, but 

from the outside world as well. 

   However by far, my favorite and 
most challenging class has been a 
workshop in creative writing.  The 
class is structured to promote free-
dom of thought and expression, 
and for many in the class has be-
come an outlet for reflection re-
garding our experiences in Spain.  
The class challenges us to utilize 
our language skills in new and 
alternative ways.  As a result, my 

understanding of Spanish language nuances 

continues to deepen. 

   My classes continue to provide greater in-
sight, and encourage me to not be a passive 
observer of my environment.  On the contrary, 
they inspire me to actively take in my surround-
ings, examine them more closely, and look be-
yond the superficial to grasp the complexities 

and the richness.     

   Honors College senior Elizabeth Boyle is 
spending the 2007-2008 academic year study-
ing abroad in Spain.  This is the fourth in a se-

ries of her reports from Madrid.   

the ball and the price offered allowed for more decorations than were possible in previous years. The 
layout of the ballroom was elegant, and there was enough ballroom space that most of the guests 
had room to dance, although in close quarters. Fortunately, none of us seemed to mind and the 
dance floor was full the entire night. The music played was eclectic enough to appeal to various gen-
erations and a variety of different tastes. I was pleasantly surprised when I learned that my date is a 
proficient dancer who taught me to foxtrot, as well as a couple of other dances. 
   I asked Pandya and Soto about the biggest challenge in planning the ball. Soto replied that meeting 
deadlines was the most difficult part, but that “This wasn't hard though, HCAB constantly went above 
and beyond on every task and we never had any major stressful moments.” When I asked her what 
the best part of planning the ball was, she responded that it was “building relationships with everyone 
in HCAB and in the Honors College and collaborating everyone's talents to make such a successful 
ball.” She also mentioned that Pandya was a great help when it came to relieving the stress that she 
felt as the Chair. Both told me that planning the ball over the last ten months made them great 
friends. 
   My enjoyment, as well as the enjoyment of other guests, was reflected in the great deal of effort 
that Pandya, Soto and others involved put in to organize the ball. Upon arriving, guests walked down a 
staircase into a room set up with a bar and space to socialize until seven when dinner was served. 
The ballroom itself was spacious enough to house the event, and guests were seated at round tables 
of ten.  The meal was the best I’ve ever had at an event like this, and I tend to be a picky eater.  
   At the dinner the winners of two $750 scholarships that are funded by the ball’s proceeds were 
announced. Congratulations to senior biochemistry major Mat Wietecha and senior nutrition major 
Mitali Shah. The scholarships were awarded by Provost Michael Tanner.  
   Thanks are in order to the Honors College, HCAB and, especially, Soto and Pandya who put in so 
much work to organize an amazing evening.    
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