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especially low-income and first-generation 
college students from Chicago Public Schools. 

The CME Group also donated $25,000 yearly 
for the purpose of ensuring the continued 
success of one of the Honors College’s most 
important scholarships, the Dean’s Emergency 
Fund, which helps pay educational expenses 
of Honors College students of any major who 
find themselves in emergency situations or 
with unforeseen expenses. Generally, a student 
in need can receive up to $2,000 in assistance 
so that he or she can continue to pursue an 
undergraduate degree.

Nevertheless, students in need of financial 
assistance will not be the only ones to see the 
benefits of this partnership.  The relationship 
between the Honors College and the CME 
Group Foundation will also bring the potential 
for internships and other collaborations in the 
financial sector.  In the coming semesters, many 
Honors College students will undoubtedly 
benefit from this unprecedented donation and 
the opportunities it will bring.
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Paying it Forward: An Unprecedented  
Donation to the Honors College

Honors College students who are in need of 
financial assistance will have a new resource 
thanks to a $1 million donation from the CME 
Group Foundation. This is the largest gift the 
Honors College has received in its history.  
Over the next four years, $900,000 will 
support scholarships for students pursuing 
finance-related fields, and another $100,000 
will be put toward the Honors College Dean’s 
Emergency Fund. 

First established in 2008, the CME Group 
Foundation was created with the purpose 
of supporting education by partnering with 
K–12 school districts, universities, charter 
networks, and nonprofit organizations to assist 
disadvantaged students. On the university 
level, the CME Group Foundation specifically 
aims to prepare students for careers in 
financial services and risk management. 

The bulk of the funds will be given as 
scholarships to students majoring in business 
and finance-related fields. These awards are 
intended to assist students whose financial aid 
packages do not cover the full cost of tuition, 
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WELCOME, CLASS OF 2019!
Photo above: The Honors 
College welcomed 385 new 
freshmen and 141 new  
transfer and current UIC 
students in Fall 2015. 
Credit: Ernesto Ponce
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part of a major research university. From 
freshmen to emeritus professors, we are part 
of the Honors College because it exists to 
support inquiry and to provide opportunities 
to discover new things. And we celebrate our 
students’ accomplishments! It’s a pleasure to 
be able to share some of these with you.

We hope you can also see in this issue 
some of the fun, obviously in our celebrating 
of achievements but also in the projects and 
initiatives that members of the Honors College 
undertake. Whether it’s in exploring Peruvian 
folklore or examining racial difference in public 
education, planning events or recognizing 
dedicated mentors, our members share a zeal 
for inquiry and enjoy the satisfaction of work 
done well. 

We hope you enjoy this issue.

Sincerely,

  
Ralph Keen
Interim Dean

Dear Honors Community,
The Ampersand is a window into the lively 

work of the Honors College, a glimpse into 
some of the things our students, staff, and 
faculty have been doing. Our students continue 
to win awards; our faculty are always creative 
and supportive in teaching and mentoring; 
and our staff are simply the most dedicated 
professionals one could find anywhere (and 
in this issue we welcome three new members 
to this remarkable team). The Honors College 
functions as a hub, with spokes connecting 
it to dozens of points on both East Campus 
and West, and as much of its work goes on in 
labs, libraries, and faculty offices as it does in 
Burnham Hall. In this issue you will see some 
of this activity.

As you see in these pages, we are a collection 
of individuals from across a wide range of 
disciplines, united by a passion for learning 
and a desire to enjoy the best that UIC has to 
offer. Stated another way, we are a community 
of learners, each with our own interests and 
bound together by the excitement of being 

A Note from the Dean

Ralph Keen
Interim Dean of the  
Honors College

Goldwater Scholarship Deadline
Nov. 11 • goldwater.scholarsapply.org

Honors College Fall Research Symposium
Nov. 17  3:30–5:00pm • 302 SCE

 “MEntrepreneurship: Practical thoughts on 
entrepreneurship in the arts. With cats!”
Nov. 17  4:00pm • 121 Burnham Hall
Thomas Alaan, UIC Department of Physics, music 
instructor, and entrepreneur

Critical Languages Scholarships for Intensive 
Summer Institutes Deadline
Nov. 23 • clscholarship.org

 “Reform of Cook County Government”
Nov. 30  12:00pm • 140 BSB
Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President,
followed by lunch for Honors College students

National Science Foundation Graduate  
Research Fellowship
Oct. 26–30 • www.nsfgrfp.org 

Research Presentation and Poster  
Preparation Workshop
Oct. 29 12:30pm • 114 Burnham Hall

PPIA Fellowship Program Deadline
Nov. 1 • www.ppiaprogram.org/app

Soros Fellowship Deadline
Nov. 1 • www.pdsoros.org

Mock Research and Poster Presentation Session
Nov. 4  3:00pm • 114 Burnham Hall

Truman Scholarship Deadline
Nov. 6 • www.truman.gov

 “Building Connections: Career  
Preparation Workshop”
Nov. 9  3:30pm • 121 Burnham Hall
Christine Corral, Assistant Director,  
Office of Career Services

Upcoming Events and Scholarship Deadlines
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Ricardo Ramirez
Junior
Math & Computer 
Science, Psychology

Maria Nakhasi
Senior
Neuroscience

Top: Junior Usama Ibrahim 
Bottom: Senior Tiana Wong 
Credit: UIC Photo Services

Usama Ibrahim Neuroscience, Political Science
“I was selected to be a Rangel Scholar—so 

that meant I got to take two classes at How-
ard University, explore international affairs 
careers, network, and have many excursions 
organized by the program. The Central In-
telligence Agency, National Security Agency,  
Department of Homeland Security, Department 
of State, Department of Defense, Brookings In-
stitution, National Democratic Institute, Unit-
ed Nations Information Center, and the Cap-
ital Building were some of the sites I had the 
honor of visiting. [The program] allowed me to 
reflect on my career goals, assess my current 
post-graduate plans, and network in the Wash-
ington D.C. area. It was extremely meaningful 
as it truly put into perspective the amount of 
opportunities and resources we are provided 
as students of the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago, [as we have] the entirety of the city of 
Chicago as our backyard. Anyone considering a 
career in public service should very much con-
sider applying to the Rangel Program.”

Tiana Wong Bioengineering
“I heard about the Barry M. Goldwater Schol-

arship when I was a freshman and thought that 
it was something I eventually wanted to apply 
for. My Honors College advisor, Eliza Callahan, 
reminded me about it and highly encouraged 
me to apply, making sure that I was in contact 
with the Office of Special Scholarship Pro-
grams (OSSP). Beth Powers in OSSP helped me 
through the application. After my application 
passed the first round of selection at UIC, I was 
constantly revising it before I submitted it to 
the national level. Beth was a great help for 
this part; she read my application and also sent 
my essay out for others to critique. My PI, Dr. 
Hananeh Esmailbeigi, was a wonderful mentor. 
She always made herself available to help me 
review my application and essay. The $7,500 
scholarship goes toward my tuition and books 
for my senior year. I would highly recommend 
this scholarship to anyone in a STEM field who 
is interested in pursuing a degree in higher ed-
ucation and research.”

Student Recognition

Sarah Kazi
Sophomore
Computer Science 

Truman Scholar Cristian Nuno

A Leader Among Students:  
Truman Scholar Cristian Nuno

in yourself and your future. Students from 
other competitive institutions like Harvard 
and Yale are vying for the same thing as you. 
But meeting the other candidates from these 
schools reminded me that our ultimate goals 
are not so different—building a career that 
will allow us to address systemic issues and 
positively impact the lives of many.” He praises 
the support of his mentors, Dr. Evan McKen-
zie, Professor of Political Science, and Allen J. 
Bryson, Director of the Summer Research Op-
portunities Program.

This scholarship has allowed Nuno to devel-
op a clearer image of his future. He is current-
ly interning at the City of Chicago Treasurer’s 
office, and he aims to work at the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau in Washington 
D.C. Nuno is proud that he can serve as an ex-
ample for other UIC students; he notes, “I hope 
my story inspires others to not only believe in 
their individual goals, but to also believe in the 
goals of others.”

Cristian Nuno, an Honors College senior, is 
the third student from UIC since 1993 to win 
the Truman Scholarship: a nationally compet-
itive scholarship for students who serve as 
potential “change agents” and plan to devote 
themselves to a public service career. This 
award includes $30,000 for graduate school, as 
well as leadership training and internship op-
portunities. Students apply through the Office 
of Special Scholarship Programs during their 
junior year.

Nuno has been highly involved on campus 
and in the community. He has interned at the 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, 
conducted research about the funding of urban 
infrastructure, volunteered for AmeriCorps, 
and served in leadership positions including 
President of the Pre-Law Society and Associate 
Chair of the Honors College Student Leader-
ship Council.  

 When asked about the hardest part of the 
application process, Nuno replied, “Believing 
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What is your optimal creative space for writing?
My perfect writing space is at my desk at 

home. It’s a beautiful desk—a present from my 
mother—and it’s big enough for me to spread 
out books for research, old drafts, and my lap- 
top without ever becoming disorganized. There’s 
excellent light in my home office, and my 
partner and two dogs keep me company. While 
I can write elsewhere, this is the space I prefer.

Dean Anthony Keevan recently took the role 
of Assistant Dean for Administration. His role 
includes overseeing the business and human 
resources operations of the Honors College.

What brought you to the UIC Honors College?
I am coming to UIC from the Boston area, 

specifically Tufts University. I was so impressed 
with the culture and diversity here at UIC, and 
especially the Honors College, that I decided it 
would be a good fit for me.

What is your favorite place on UIC’s Campus?
I haven’t found a specific spot yet but I’m a big  

fan of the architecture here. It’s like work- 
ing in a modern art museum. It’s fantastic.

If you could spend a day with any historical 
person who would it be and why?

Some of you are probably too young to know 
who Harvey Milk was, but he was a pioneer for 
Gay Rights in San Francisco in the late 1970’s–
early 1980’s. (You might have seen the movie 
with Sean Penn entitled Milk. If not, I encourage 
you to do so. He was tragically assassinated.) 
I would love to spend a day with him at this 
point in time to show him how far this country 
has progressed in LGBT issues thanks in part 
to his groundbreaking work.

 
What is your favorite restaurant in Chicago?

I love to eat. And I eat ALL kinds of different 
food. My favorite at the moment is a Korean res- 
taurant in Lincoln Park called CRISP. They have 
the best Korean chicken wings I have ever tasted. 

Dr. Brianna Noll is a new Postdoctoral Fellow  
in Teaching and Mentoring who recently 
completed her Ph.D. in the Program for Writers 
at UIC. 

What brought you to the UIC Honors College?
I first came to UIC in 2009 to pursue my 

Ph.D. in the English department. UIC was my 
first choice school because it offered me an 
opportunity for both research and creative 
work, which is rather unique for a creative 
writing program. I applied for my current 
postdoctoral position in the Honors College 
because the environment is close-knit and 
academically engaged, so it’s like a small liberal 
arts college within a large research university. 
When I heard I got the position, I was thrilled 
because its focus on teaching and mentoring 
would allow me to work closely with students 
both in and out of the classroom.

What’s your favorite part about the Honors College?
If I had to choose, I think I’d say the Honors 

Capstone project is one of my favorite aspects 
because it allows students to pursue their own 
academic interests. I think we’re all curious, 
and I think we all want to feel as though we 
can make active contributions to our fields of 
study, and the Capstone provides exactly these 
opportunities.

As a published author, do you have any advice for 
students looking to pursue a career in writing?

The advice I give any student who tells me 
they want to be a writer is, first and foremost, to 
read as much as possible. Completely immerse 
yourself in language so that you can learn its 
idiosyncrasies, how it works most effectively, 
and how certain authors create their own style 
using only words as their medium. I usually 
tell aspiring poets to read poetry and aspiring 
novelists to read novels, but really, just read 
widely. After that, it’s a matter of making time 
to write and being open to critique because the 
work of a writer lies primarily in drafting and 
revising (and revising, and revising).

Meet the New Faces of the Honors College!      

Lucia Whalen 
Junior
English

Continue on next page

Dr. Brianna Noll

Dean Anthony Keevan
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Michelle Farler
Sophomore
Kinesiology 

Dr. Alan Schwartz 
Credit: UIC Photo Services

Focus on a Fellow: Alan Schwartz
es the importance of patients’ decision making, 
such as understanding their options and the 
reason why specific treatments are chosen.  Dr. 
Schwartz hopes to broaden his students’ view 
of medicine in these very capacities. 

As a Faculty Fellow, Dr. Schwartz enjoys the 
chance to offer guidance and support as stu-
dents navigate through the unique opportuni-
ties offered by the Honors College. He stated 
that he was “truly humbled” by his students’ 
nomination and recognition, and he specif-
ically valued knowing his words and advice 
had not only been heard, but also applied. As 
one of his students described, “Dr. Schwartz  
embodies the spirit of academia and of the 
Honors College.”

Dr. Alan Schwartz, the Michael Reese En-
dowed Professor of Medical Education, is the 
2014–2015 Honors College Faculty Fellow of 
the Year.  Each year, Honors College students 
have the opportunity to recognize their Fac-
ulty Fellow as someone who exceeds general 
expectations by helping untangle the web of 
choices leading to the future. 

Dr. Schwartz earned his graduate degrees 
from University of California-Berkeley, but has 
called UIC home since 1997. His Ph.D. in cogni-
tive psychology led him to his current research 
in medical decision making. Currently, he  
focuses on helping physicians interpret litera-
ture, apply it to their own practices, and under-
stand when circumstances require deviating 
from the standard. Dr. Schwartz also emphasiz-

Meet the New Faces of the Honors College!      
Abby Kindelsperger works closely with the 
Ampersand as the new Graduate Assistant for 
Publications in the Honors College. Abby is a 
Ph.D. candidate in Curriculum and Instruction. 
Previously, she taught middle and high school 
English for eight years.

What brought you to the UIC Honors College?
I have been a graduate student in the UIC 

College of Education for five years. I was 
initially attracted to UIC for both its location 
and the renowned scholarship happening 
in the College of Education and beyond. The 
school’s emphasis on diversity and equity are 
especially important to me. This year I have 
been delighted to join the Honors College as the 
Graduate Publications Assistant. I was drawn to 
the position because of the opportunity to work 
in higher education in a new capacity, as well as 
the chance to collaborate with a very dedicated 
staff and group of highly motivated students.

What’s your favorite part about the Honors College?
I love that every single person I interact with 

in the Honors College—from administrators 
to advisors to students—seems to strive for 

excellence. Rather than strict standards being 
imposed, I believe the Honors College as a 
whole excels because of the high level of self-
discipline of all members.

What inspired you to go into education?
I was that child who spent hours playing 

school before I even started preschool. Some-
thing about school in general and the role of the 
teacher has always felt right to me. I have been 
so lucky to teach in a wide range of settings, 
from an alternative high school to a private 
middle school to UIC’s Honors College, and  
for me the highlight of teaching is learning with 
and from my students. I believe strongly in the 
power and possibilities of education to change 
individual lives, as well as to improve society.

If you were trapped on a deserted island and 
could only bring one book with you, which book 
would you choose and why?

If I really could only choose one, I guess it 
would be The Great Gatsby because it’s a book I 
find new value and meaning in each time I read 
it, as well as new points of critique.

Abigail Kindelsperger

Continued from previous page



6

Rafid Rahman
Junior
Biological Sciences, 
Anthropology

One of Dean Keen’s goals is to integrate the 
Honors College into all aspects of UIC by creat-
ing an even more collaborative community. He 
not only wants to develop relationships with 
students, but also to involve faculty and staff 
in ensuring the success of every student in the 
Honors College. Providing resources and cre-
ating a hub of intellectual diversity, Dean Keen 
hopes that every Honors College student feels 
enriched by their honors experience, whether 
they started their freshman year or transferred 
into UIC. Dean Keen emphasizes the need for 
practical experience during undergraduate 
education and points to specific opportunities 
like the CME internship program that allow 
math, business, and other majors to complete 
Honors Activities while interning with the Chi-
cago Mercantile Exchange and other top em-
ployers in the area. 

According to Dean Keen, “Your college edu-
cation is preparation for being a well-rounded, 
productive member of society.” He encourages 
all students to make the most of their college 
careers by expanding their horizons and en-
gaging in opportunities that expose them to 
novel situations in order to prepare them to 
be excellent global citizens—a hallmark of an 
Honors College education. 

“I watch the magic happen.” —Dr. Ralph 
Keen, Interim Dean of Honors College. This 
quotation, written on the white board that 
hangs on the open door of the new Dean’s of-
fice, exemplifies the philosophy of Dr. Keen; 
moreover, the Dean not only watches the 
magic occur, he invigorates it through help-
ing students “ask the big questions” and fos-
tering an environment in the Honors College  
where “questions about life and values are  
not minimized.”

A humanist by training, Dean Keen complet-
ed his undergraduate education at Columbia 
University and received a master’s in Classics 
from Yale University. He earned his Ph.D. in 
the History of Christianity at the University of 
Chicago. He is particularly interested in histor-
ical research, specifically the transformation 
of Western Christianity from a fairly inclusive  
tradition to an array of mutually exclusive 
churches. After 17 years at University of Iowa 
teaching Religious Studies and serving as Di-
rector of Undergraduate Studies and an Hon-
ors Advisor, Dean Keen came to UIC to continue 
analyzing early-modern religious thought and 
to teach History. 

Since his arrival five years ago, Dean Keen 
was attracted to the Honors College because it 
exemplified diversity and unity, while offering 
valuable pre-professional mentorship. Moti-
vated by the Honors College’s commitment to 
these areas, he has served as a Faculty Fellow 
of the Honors College, co-chair of the Honors 
Council, and member of the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee and Diversity Committee. The 
unique Honors College students fascinate Dean 
Keen because they not only fit the “convention-
al categories of academically talented students, 
but also they have different skills and back-
grounds that are stimulating.” Their energy 
and the faculty’s dedication make the Honors 
College at UIC stand out from other programs 
nationally. He also praises UIC for being a Re-
search 1 institution where undergraduate stu-
dents, often from the Honors College, can work 
collaboratively with research mentors.

Meet Dean Keen

Dean Ralph Keen
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While many of us spend the summer taking 
classes, working, or catching up on Netflix, UIC 
Honors College senior Przemyslaw Lukacz—
an anthropology and psychology double major 
with a minor in religious studies—was busy 
conducting ethnographic research in Peru 
during the summer of 2013. 

Lukacz’s research, which focused on the 
mythology of the Shipibo people of southern 
Peru, is the basis for his Capstone project this 
year. He became interested in the topic after  
first visiting Peru and seeing the unique  
patterns on their textiles. The Shipibo com-
munity has managed to preserve its tradition-
al mythology despite encroaching colonial 
influences.  Lukacz is interested in how they 
embody mythology, specifically the use of   
Icaros songs incorporated into healing prac-
tices. By collecting electroencephalographic  
data, Lukacz hopes to apply a neuroscience 
perspective—measuring how the brain of a pa-
tient changes during these healing rituals since 
they are exposed to different musical stimuli. 

To mentally prepare for interactions with 
the Shipibo, Lukacz commented that it was 
important to leave behind Western thinking 
in order to understand a completely “different 
cognitive landscape,” as the Shipibo have very 
different concepts about how to interact with 
their environment. For instance, they believe 
that the forest is alive with spirits, and they use 
plant intoxicants during their ritual life.   “What 
I find beautiful more than difficult,” Lukacz 
said, “is to forget who we are and try to see the 
world as these people see it.” 

He praised his Faculty Fellow, Dr. Anna C. 
Roosevelt, and Dean Keen for being amazing 
advisors throughout the course of his research 
project. He has also received a grant from the 
Honors College to aid in funding his fascinating 
Capstone.  Lukacz is passionate about his work 
and as a result, he will be traveling back to Peru 
for approximately five weeks in May 2016 to 
continue his research.

Yuwa Edomwande
Sophomore
Biological Sciences

South American Mythology:  
The Shipibo of Peru

Przemyslaw Lukacz in Peru

Dr. Vernon Lindsay lectures in 
his Race, Racism, Power, and 
Education class in the United 
States about critical race theory. 
Credit: Sanjana Srinivasan 

Sanjana Srinivasan 
Freshman
Neuroscience

HON 123: Making a Difference  
Beyond the Classroom

HON 123: Race, Racism, Power, and Ed-
ucation in the United States is an Honors Core 
course that, as instructor Dr. Vernon Lindsay 
puts it, fosters discourse about the sometimes 
“uncomfortable” topic of race and racism. 
However, by bringing awareness to these issues 
in regards to educational policy, the course  
not only teaches students like myself about 
race, racism, and power but also provides them 
with tools to take a step towards activism. 

Dr. Lindsay, a Postdoctoral Fellow in Teaching 
and Mentoring in the Honors College, formed 
the course with the vision of “[providing] some 
insight to the prevalence of racism despite the 
fact that there is a lot of dominant rhetoric 
around this notion of post-racialism.” 

As his third time teaching this course, Dr. 
Lindsay has moved to incorporate unique 
elements of social change and justice into 
the discussion-heavy course. Earlier in the 

semester, my class created a video that we 
posted widely on social media informing 
people about the hunger strike supporting 
the Coalition to Revitalize Dyett High School.  
Last year, Dr. Lindsay’s class marched around 
the UIC campus showing their solidarity for 
Mike Brown. 

“Challenging students to really develop 
concrete ideas and pushing them to understand 
these concepts in a way that makes it relevant 
to their lives—that’s my favorite part about 
teaching this course,” Dr. Lindsay explained.

The class, which fulfills the “Understanding 
the Individual and Society” or “Understanding 
U.S. Society” general education requirements, 
is a phenomenal way to think critically about 
and discuss the issues of race and racism in an 
open and diverse environment. Not only have 
I learned a lot, I also have taken my first steps 
towards making a difference. 
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Mission Statement

To highlight the achievements 
of Honors College students, 
staff, and faculty, to report on 
Honors College events, and  
to provide a forum for students 
and faculty to share interest- 
ing experiences and opinions, 
all for the purpose of foster- 
ing a sense of community and 
celebrating diversity among  
the constituents of the  
Honors College.

Rachel Nally
Freshman
Biology

Don’t worry, we’re all trying to settle in and 
adjust to our new schedules. I know you may 
find yourself with more time than you have 
had in the past, but you must remind yourself 
to study. As one of my former teachers used to 
say, “Study right, study light, do a little bit each 
night.” Although studying each night may seem 
tedious, it will pay off in the end and help you 
achieve  the grades you want. 

I also encourage you to jump out of your 
comfort zone and dive into new activities. Join 
a club or organization, introduce yourself to 

new people, or visit parts of the city that you 
have not been to before. College is a time to 
find yourself and grow into a mature adult; do 
not limit yourself because of your past inse-
curities. If you were shy in high school, try to 
make it a goal to speak up more. Get off that 
computer, join some clubs, do your best, and 
make yourself proud.

“There is only one corner of the universe you 
can be certain of improving, and that’s your 
own self.” —Aldous Huxley

—Freshman Friend

Dear Freshman Friend 

The Honors College Advisory Board has been busy 
planning different events to promote a larger sense 
of community in the Honors College. HCAB has 
organized new socials called “Wednesdays with 
HCAB,” which take place in Burnham Hall every 
Wednesday night from 5pm to 7pm. These nights are 
themed events and will be a Movie Night, Study Night, 
Game Night, or Pizza Night. In the coming months, 
HCAB will plan Study Nights to revolve around certain 
academic programs. Come on out to “Wednesdays 
with HCAB” to meet some new peers in the Honors 
College—we hope to see you there!

—Liz Stark, HCAB President

HCAB Update

Dear Freshman Friend,
College is so different from high school. I think I’m doing okay, but I’m spending a lot of time 

playing video games and scrolling through Instagram. How should I be making the most of  
my time?

Sincerely, 
Sort of Bored

Dear Sort of Bored,

2015–2016 Members of HCAB


