
UIC Honors  Col lege 

   This has been an exciting 

year for the Honors Col-

lege. We celebrated our 

25th anniversary with a 

wonderful event graced by 

those visionary faculty, 

deans and administrators 

who built our college. The 

number of Honors College 

alums who attended was 

as impressive as was the 

number of James Scholars 

who attended. The Honors 

College Ball, now in its 

15th  year, was out-

standing, well attended 

and raised a record 

amount of scholarship 

money. We've renovated 

and updated many parts of 

the College and we've 

added a new Associate 

Dean.  

    I wish the members of 

the graduating class all the 

best. Please come back 

and visit. 
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   On Friday, April 18th the Hon-
ors College hosted its 25th 
anniversary celebration at the 
new UIC Forum.   About 175 
people attended the event, 
including former deans, ad-
ministrators, alumni, current 
staff, fellows, and current Hon-
ors College students.   Former 
Honors College Dean Howard 
Kerr traveled from California to 

attend the event.   

   Kate Knicker, who helped 
plan the event, explained that: 
“Dean Kaufman wanted to be 
sure that the reception hon-
ored the past Deans and also 
the folks who were key in the 
James Scholars program, 
which preceded the college. 
So we did quite a bit of re-
search to determine who 
played the most significant 

roles in those times.” 

   There were several speakers 
at the reception, who spoke 
about the significance of the 
Honors College as well as their 
own involvement. One of the 
speakers was Aaron Poe, the 
current President of the Honors 
College Alumni Association 

Board. He explained that the 
purpose of his speech was 
threefold: “identify to the audi-
ence that the alumni associa-
tion is active in the College; 
encourage the alumni to be-
come involved; and thank the 
alumni for their contributions 
to the Board.” The Alumni As-
sociation Board is an impor-
tant part of the Honors College 
and has a presence at events 
such as the Honors College 
ball and admissions inter-
views. In addition to Poe, the 
current board members are: 
Joanne Lerman - Vice-
President, and Heather Ignoffo 
– Treasurer.   Former Dean 
Kerr, who was Dean from 
1985 until 1996, said that the 
board is “the best thing that's 

happened yet to the College.” 
(Continued on page 12) 
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   What are your plans for next year? If you are planning on graduating in spring 2009 and want to go abroad on a Fulbright or get 
funding for graduate or professional study, your major deadlines will take place in fall 2008 and you can use the summer to do the 
preparation that will make you ready for those deadlines. Freshman and sophomores are also welcome. The Office of Special Scholar-
ship Programs is open through finals week and during the summer to help you plan for scholarships to apply for next year. Call us at 

(312) 355-2477 to set up a time to talk about your plans!   

   Honors College students have been winners in major scholarship competitions throughout the year. The experience you gain from 
research, honors activities, volunteering and leading your peers can give you strong qualifications for many of these awards. Join us 

in congratulating your classmates who have been successful in these competitions.  

 

Honors College award winners, spring 2008Honors College award winners, spring 2008Honors College award winners, spring 2008Honors College award winners, spring 2008    

    

Fulbright Fellowship: Sends students abroad for 10 months to study, research or teach English. www.iie.org/fulbright 

• Jessica Harper, senior in biological sciences and the Honors College will be conducting stem cell research at the Biomedical 

Sciences Research Centre –Alexander Fleming (BSRC-FL) in Vari, Greece. 

• Leigh Hellman, an Honors College senior in English will be teaching English to high school students in Korea.  

 

Goldwater Scholarships: awarded to students committed to research careers in math, science and engineering.  UIC students (most 

of them from the Honors College) have won 17 Goldwater scholarships since 1998. www.act.org/goldwater 

• Aarti Sharma, an Honors College junior in chemistry, was awarded the Goldwater after earning an honorable mention last 

year. 

 

Merage Scholarships: awarded to outstanding immigrant seniors for graduate study, support in an internship or other means of pur-

suing professional goals. http://www.meragefoundations.com/mfad_applications.html 

• Oisin Kenny, an Honors College senior in economics, was awarded the Merage in April.  

Udall Scholarships: awards for students committed to careers related to the environment. www.udall.gov  

• Dima Alfawakhiri, Honors College junior in chemical engineering, conducts research at the Energy Resource Center. 
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Earlier this month, all Honors College students were encouraged to participate in the online 2008-2009 Honors College Advisory 
Board Election. The following students were elected to serve on the new Board: 

Members-at-Large 
Lisa Zhang 

Parth Nanavati 
Prashansa Sharma 
Joseph Esparaz 
Apoorva Maddi 

Siva Iyer 
Milan Patel 

Josh Kannankeril 
Keerthi Ranganath 
Jess Sheynman 

Annabella Vidal-Ruiz 

HCAB PresidentHCAB PresidentHCAB PresidentHCAB President    

Brian LinBrian LinBrian LinBrian Lin    

HCAB ViceHCAB ViceHCAB ViceHCAB Vice----PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    

Anita MathewAnita MathewAnita MathewAnita Mathew    

Congratulations to the new Honors College Advisory Board! 



   What would you do if someone gave you 100 days to do whatever you wanted? In just a few weeks, we will all get just that. In other 
words, SUMMER BREAK! For the next 2,400 or so hours of our lives, we get to choose what to do without the constraints of our daily 
class schedules. Doubtless, we will all hibernate for a little bit to make up for the sleep debt we accumulated during the semester, 
but what about after that? A few first year Honors College students on campus shared with me their plans for the summer and after 

talking with them, it became very clear that all it takes is enthusiasm and a willingness to learn in order to find hidden opportunities.  

   Pre-Pharm student Tom KaragiannisTom KaragiannisTom KaragiannisTom Karagiannis has a very busy summer ahead of him. He plans on taking BIOS 100 and 
BIOS 101 in the 8 week summer session at UIC while working as a pharmacy technician and studying for the 
PCAT. Because he hopes to attend pharmacy school after his second year at UIC, he decided to take summer 
school in order to get ahead in his studies and to finish his pre-pharm requirements before he applies for phar-
macy school. He wants to attend pharmacy school after two years because then he can keep his options open 

and perhaps even go to law or business school in the future. 

   During the summer, Lauren SackstederLauren SackstederLauren SackstederLauren Sacksteder plans to continue working as a pharmacy technician at a Walgreen's near 
her home. Since she is working towards a Pharmacy degree, she wanted to gain experience in the actual pharmacy 
setting and to verify that this was a career that she would actually enjoy it in the future. Although she’s only a first year 
student, she talked to the pharmacy manager about her interest in the field and she was hired a while later when they 

had an opening. As a result of her job, she has become really excited for her future career.  

   Esther Moon   Esther Moon   Esther Moon   Esther Moon will be studying abroad halfway around the world in Korea this summer. She applied for a sum-
mer program at Korea University’s International Summer Campus, which her sister participated in last summer. 
At Korea University, Esther will get the chance to study with a professor from Cornell University. The application 
process was fairly simple and she petitioned the program through the study abroad office at UIC to make sure 
her credits would transfer. She’s excited for the program because it will give her a chance to learn about Korean 
culture by immersing her in it. When choosing a study abroad program, Esther advises students to “go some-

where that they can take the classes they want to and where they can experience great culture.” 

The Ampersand 

   First year student Steffi LeungSteffi LeungSteffi LeungSteffi Leung was recently accepted as a research assistant at UIC’s Department of Anatomy 
and Cell Biology. The lab she works for is headed by Dr. Mary Jo LaDu and focuses on the causes of Alzheimer’s 
disease. In the lab, Steffi helps out with various tasks such as sterilizing, making records, and preparing samples. 
After hearing about the opportunity through an Honors College email, Steffi submitted her resume, attended an 
informal interview and was hired for the position. Since she plans on going into dentistry, she really appreciates 

the hands-on experience that her research position offers her.  
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SUMMER  BREAK  PLANS  
L I SA  ZHANG  

   Pre-Med student Tanya BhattacharyaTanya BhattacharyaTanya BhattacharyaTanya Bhattacharya looks forward to shadowing an oncologist at the UIC oncology center. In 
addition to shadowing the oncologist, she will also get to meet patients and discuss with them the progress of 
their treatments. Because of her interest in oncology, she simply called the oncology center and asked if there 
was any way that she could be involved. Consequently, she was given the opportunity to shadow a leading on-

cologist there.  

   Advice from the students: If you want to do research, you should actively try to pursue it by asking professors or checking depart-
mental websites. Don’t be discouraged if you are a first year and haven’t taken many science classes, there are plenty of labs that 
are looking for first year students. Most importantly, talk to professors, co-workers and other people around you and let them know 
that you are looking for an internship, research etc. Don’t be afraid to ask people if they have a position available, especially if it’s 

something that you are passionate about.  

   What will you make of this summer? There’s 2,400 hours left and counting… 



   On Monday, April 21st, several Honors College students 
were presented with various awards from the UIC Scholarship 
Association, Office of Special Scholarships, and other cam-

pus units.   

   “Acknowledging Excellence” was the theme of the day as 
the students were individually recognized for their achieve-
ments.   After the students received their awards, the recipi-

ents, faculty, staff, and guests enjoyed a reception in the  

Student Services Building. 

   Listed below are the Honors College student winners and 

the awards the received.   Congratulations to all!  

   

Dima Alfawakhiri: Hassan Mustafa Abdallah Scholarship 

Mary Brennan: Dr. Thomas Beckham Memorial Award 

Ji-in Choi: Hirsch Family Award 

Andriy Havrylyan: Harold Simon Memorial Award 

Oisin Kenny: Donald and Leah Riddle Prize 

Oisin Kenny: Sylvia Saffrin Memorial Award 

Ilya Khramtsov: Laurette Kirstein Scholarship 

Thomas Koster: CCSGLBTI Undergraduate Award 

Adam Kuranishi: Eugertha Bates Memorial Award 

Christie Lee: Association Award 

Eunhee Lee: Association Award 

Priscilla Lizasuain: Association Award 

Meenaz Merchant: Association Award 

Tim O'Brien: Leonard Kotin Memorial Award for  

Physical Chemistry 

Anup Reddy: Mark Wyatt Award 

Kathleen Richert: Norman Nachtrieb Award 

Ligia Roman: Jeri Parker Award 

Erika Sandoval: B.J. Merkle Award 

Damian Satola: Judith Ikenberry Award 

Mitali Shah: Laurette Kirstein Scholarship 

Aarti Sharma: Donald and Patricia Langenberg Award 

Darina Shuster: Cathy Hill Cawthon Memorial Award 

Diego Soto: Grace and Conrad Kroll Scholarship 

Amber Stone: Eileen and Michael Tanner Award 

Samia Suleiman: Peter and Elsie May Klassen Memorial 

Award 

Brett Thurman: Association Award 

Nadia Unzueta: Salinas-Chapa Family Memorial Award 
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PHI  BETA  KAPPA  
INDUCTEES  
   The following Honors College students have been elected to 
UIC’s Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa.  Founded in 1776, Phi Beta 
Kappa is the nation's oldest academic honor society, inviting 
into membership outstanding seniors who have attained a 
liberal arts education with demonstrated breadth and 
depth.  The organization gets its name from the first letters of 
the Greek phrase Φιλοσοφία Βίον Κυβερήτης – which in Eng-

lish means "Love of learning is the guide to life." 

 

Congratulations to all.  

 

Suemayah Abu Douleh 

Temidayo Adebiyi 

Folabomi Ajanaku 

Nicholas Bacos 

Tanya Basu 

Natasha Bowman 

Elizabeth Boyle 

Samantha Cabrera 

Caitlin Cohn 

Caleb Daniel 

Erin Detolve 

Jane Erb 

Justin Fiala 

Emily Finchum 

Alexey Finkel 

Kimberly Furrer 

Timothy Gatza 

Ana Genkova 

Jennifer Graham 

Mayte Harbison 

Jessica Harper 

Maria Hines 

Kathryn Holland 

Viktoriya Hrytsyk 

Frank Hwang 

Tony Joseph 

Marguerite Kenny 

Oisin Kenny 

Jennifer Kim 

Stacy Kim 

Jeremy Lee 

David Migas 

Amrita Narang 

Mechu Narayanan 

Shart Natjumnong 

Sussan Navabi 

Jennifer Nichols 

Katarzyna Olcon 

Erin Olsen 

Afsa Papa 

Manali Patel 

Emma-Leigh Pearson 

Megan Preusker 

Jonathan Rosenthal 

Nilay Shah 

Ruchi Shah 

Aarti Sharma 

Kyaw Sint 

Irmina Stec 

Samia Suleiman 

Michael Szotek 

Zinal Thakkar 

Brett Thurman 

Tam Trinh 

Kent Truong 

Katherine Tuan 

Megan Turner 

Samuel Weller 

Mateusz Wietecha 

Stephanie Wu 

Ying Ye 

Michelle Yu 

  



Aristedes Alexander 

Ravil Azimov 

James Baldino 

Furquan Baqui 

Mark Berardi 

Seth Boughton 

Harish Devineni 

Mark Dikopf 

Kymberlee Dockendorf 

Danielle Ellinger 

Christina Foreman 

Carlos Garrido 

Jan Garth 

Gina Gaudio 

Ekua Gilbert-Baffoe 

Kimberly Gipson 

Matthew Guidara 

Jessica Harper 

Rupinder Hayer 

Leigh Hellman 

Sharon Hong 

Anthony Hugelier 

Ishaq Ibrahim 

Asha Kalichira 

Jamie Kiesewetter 

Marissa King 

Kristopher Kubaczyk 
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    On Tuesday, April 15th, 54 Honors College students were inducted into the Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi.  At the induction ceremony, students received their membership certificates and pins.  Each 
student also recited the oath of Phi Kappa Phi, which emphasizes a life-long love of learning.  The key-
note speaker was Dr. Timothy Murphy, from the department of medical education.  He spoke about 

ethics and the myriad of choices ahead in medicine.   

   Additionally, Honors College senior biological sciences major Avi Rascoe was awarded a research 
grant to support his project, “Location of a Cockroach Auditory Organ & its Capability to Detect Ultra-

sonic Frequencies.”  Rascoe’s faculty mentor, Dr. Christopher Comer was also in attendance.   

After the ceremony, the new student inductees and their guests enjoyed a reception.  Listed below are 

the new Honors College Phi Kappa Phi inductees.  Congratulations to all. 

PHI  KAPPA  PHI  INDUCTEES  

Michelle Leung 

Kerry Lisman 

Tania Mah 

Anthony Marino 

Fannie Medina 

David Migas 

Amy Newey 

Jennifer Nichols 

Esther Ogedengbe 

Katarzyna Olcon 

Robert Olson 

Lea Pagels 

Regina Jade Palafox 

Afsa Papa 

Michelle Perisic 

Jeffrey Peterson 

Adam Podraza 

Ashley Polikoff 

Anita Richter 

Justin Sanders 

Anand Sandesara 

Mark Seske 

Nilay Shah 

Darina Shuster 

Rebecca Simondsen 

Elzbieta Starzycka 

Megan Turner 

New inductee Amy Newey is New inductee Amy Newey is New inductee Amy Newey is New inductee Amy Newey is 
joined by her proud mother, joined by her proud mother, joined by her proud mother, joined by her proud mother, 

Christa Newey (L) and Christa Newey (L) and Christa Newey (L) and Christa Newey (L) and     

grandmother, Arden Neweygrandmother, Arden Neweygrandmother, Arden Neweygrandmother, Arden Newey----

Goodwin Goodwin Goodwin Goodwin     

Grant winner Avi Rascoe (R) Grant winner Avi Rascoe (R) Grant winner Avi Rascoe (R) Grant winner Avi Rascoe (R) 

and his faculty mentor, and his faculty mentor, and his faculty mentor, and his faculty mentor,     

Dr. Christopher Comer Dr. Christopher Comer Dr. Christopher Comer Dr. Christopher Comer     

  

 Wedding bells will be ringing soon in and around  

the Honors College! 

 

 On May 16th, Assistant to the Dean Paula Derks Paula Derks Paula Derks Paula Derks     

will marry Alvin Bulaon. 

 

 On May 31st, Assistant to the Director,  

Special Scholarship Programs,  

Amanda Onysio Amanda Onysio Amanda Onysio Amanda Onysio will marry Dave Harrison. 

 

 Congratulations and best wishes! 

Thanks to  

Honors Council 
 

The Honors College would like 
to extend a special thank you 
to this year’s Honors Council 
for all of their hard work and 

dedication.   

Listed below are the  

members of the Honors  

Council: 

 

Mary Louise Bareither 

Stephanie Crawford 

Cecil Curtwright 

Lorna Finnegan 

Dale B. Hales 

Kevin Kumashiro 

Abagail McWilliams 

Darryl Pendleton 

Sivlingam Sivananthan 

Astrida Tantillo 

Duncan Wardrop 

Jessica Williams 

Hannah Higgins 

Laura Junker 

Sharad Laxpati 

James Pellegrino 
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   The Undergraduate Research Symposium is a forum to 
showcase independent research undertaken by undergradu-
ate students at UIC and is in association with UIC student 
research forum.  This is a student-run and organized event 
which continues to receive strong support from the UIC 
Honors College, the UIC student government and the UIC 
chapter of Sigma Xi, the Scientific Research Society.  Typi-
cally 60-80 poster presentations are presented at this event 
on a wide variety of topics in the arts and sciences.  Faculty 
and alumni judges rate the quality of the presentations and 
award prizes in three categories – Physical Sciences, Life 
Sciences, and Humanities/Social Science/Business Prac-
tices.   The Student Research Forum is an annual event, 
designed to encourage and showcase the importance of 
independent research. $25,000 was raised by the students 
for the event this year.  

   This year’s event took place on Friday, April 18th in the 
new UIC Forum.  Listed below are this year’s winners.   

Congratulations to all who took part in the event. 

 

Physical Sciences 

 

1. Nina Houston 

2. Adaeze Chuma-Okorafor 

3. William Garcia 

Honorable Mention: Michael Greco 

 

Life Sciences 

 

1. Elizabeth LeMaster 

2. Gina Maro* 

2. Katie Stefani 

3. Seth Westcott 

3. Nancy Rios* 

3. James Daley 

Honorable Mention: Kevin Elavia*, Emi Kuroiwa, Lauren 
Madonna* 

 

Humanities, Social Sciences 

 

1. Frances Amuro 

2. Allison Jaeger 

3. Raquel Lopez 

Honorable Mention: Justin Polera 

 

*Denotes Honors College student  

   The 2008 Phi Eta Sigma Induction Ceremony took place 
on Tuesday, April 29th in the Illinois Room of the Student 
Center East.  Guest speaker Dr. Mary Lou Bareither from 
the Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition gave the key-
note address.  Professor Bareither encouraged the new  

inductees to continue to strive for excellence, and to take 
advantage of all of the opportunities that UIC has to offer 
them.   

   Scholarships were presented to Honors College students 
Ginelle Earling and Katarzyna Olcon.  Later, new Phi Eta 
Sigma members and their guests enjoyed a reception in the 
adjoining room.  

   Congratulations to the following Honors College new Phi 
Eta Sigma inductees: 

 

Anam Zahoor Ahmad 

Michelle Lynn Apple 

Sharon E. Brandys 

Garrison Alexander Buss 

Jennifer L. Collins 

Meghan Crowley 

Jessica C. Galea 

Jae E. Gatchalian 

Laura Hamad 

Duaa O. Hamoud 

Ben Ilyaguyev 

Maria Karras 

Michael T. Kenes 

Jung Min Kim 

Noelle Y. Kwan 

Hilary Leathem 

Anna Kathryn Lendabarker 

Georgia Lymberopoulos 

Trung-Viet J. Nguyen 

Keith C. Patel 

Elias C. Pittos 

Elena J. Potanos 

Lauren S. Priede 

Fatima Saaduddin 

Vinod Sehgal 

Neil K. Shetty 

Omar M. Siddiqui 

Tadas Stonkus 

Travis N. Strutzenberg 

Sara M. Swansbro 

Grace M. Wu 

UNDERGRADUATE  RE SEARCH  
SYMPO S I UM  W I NNER S  



TAU  S IGMA  INDUCTEES  

FLAHERTY  SCHOLARSH IP  W INNERS  

   On Sunday, April 13th, several Honors College students were inducted into the Activities Honorary Society of the University of 

Illinois Alumni Association.  The event took place at the Chicago Yacht Club on the lakefront. 

   The Activities Honorary Society was charted in 1950 at the University of Illinois Undergraduate Division at Navy Pier.  For 58 
years, the goal of AHS has been recognition of students who have demonstrated leadership qualities in student organizations, 

which, in turn, have generated greater interest in diverse campus activities. 

   Candidates for AHS are nominated by faculty members, advisor, mentors, administrative staff and other UIC students.  These 
candidates are subject to a rigorous selection process in which their contributions to the University are evaluated in terms on 

demonstrated leadership qualities, level of involvement, administrative skills, and overall contribution to UIC student life. 

   Congratulations to the following Honors College students: 

 

Oisin Kenny, Economics 

Saba Khan, Psychology 

Rowena Mudiappa, Psychology 

Farah Shareef, Bioengineering 

ACT IV IT IE S  HONORARY   SOCIETY  W INNERS  

   Several Honors College students have been selected as recipients of the Flaherty Scholarship for Study Abroad.  The awards 
are made possible by a gift from the estate of Gloria Flaherty, former professor of German at the University of Illinois at Chi-

cago. 

   Following is a list of the Flaherty winners, their majors, and the country where they will be studying.  Congratulations to all – 

and send us a postcard! 

 

Ivy Abraham, Neuroscience,  London, UK-Summer 2008 

Jessie Morris, Studio Art, Rome, Italy-Fall 2008 

Joshua Padovano, Bioengineering, London, UK-Summer 2008 

Justin Fiala, Spanish, Valparaiso, Chile-Fall 2008 

Shauna Gunaratne, Neuroscience, Athens, Greece-Summer 2008 

Vikrant Jagadeesan, Bioengineering, Santiago, Chile-Summer 2008 
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   Tau Sigma, one of UIC’s newer honor societies, held its induction ceremony on Monday, April 21s t in 
the Cardinal Room of Student Center East.  Since 2006, Tau Sigma has served to recognize and pro-
mote the academic excellence and involvement of transfer students at UIC.   

   At the ceremony, the new student officers were inducted and sworn in, and, in turn, they inducted each 
new member into the society.  Additionally, Honors College Executive Associate Dean Janet Madia was 
the keynote speaker at the induction ceremony.  After the ceremony, the new student inductees and their 
guests enjoyed a reception in the adjoining room.   

   Congratulations to the following Honors College students who were inducted into Tau Sigma: 

Barry Michael Lim Baylosis 

William Joseph Didier 

Joanna Elizabeth Foley 

Ginelle Earling  

Amanda Nicole Heatherly 

Sarah Anne Isel 

Sergei A. Kutsinski 

Lisa J. Lynn 

Maria Markou 

Gerardo Mauleon 

Sarah Marie May 

Katarzyna Olcon  

Adam Rozalowski 

Laura Jean Shyne 

Malgorzata Marie Tekielak 

Vinayak Krishna Varma 

 



   On Friday, April 11th, Colleges Against Cancer hosted UIC’s 
second annual Relay For Life at the Student Recreation Center.  
CAC is a campus organization that works with the American Can-
cer Society to help spread cancer awareness information around 
campus.  The purpose of RFL is to raise money for cancer re-
search for the ACS and to honor those who have struggled with 

cancer. 

   While any UIC student was able to sign up for the event, many 
of the teams consisted of members of a variety of student or-
ganizations, including the National Society of Collegiate Schol-
ars, WISE, Student Alumni League, the Writing Center, and a 

variety of Greek organizations, among others. 

   Participants registered their teams before the event, which 
took place overnight to symbolize the emotional darkness a can-
cer patient might experience while fighting the disease.  At least 
one member from each team walked on the track at all times of 
the night, showing how people struggling with cancer try to re-

main strong throughout their battles with cancer. 

CAC HOSTS  UIC’S  SECOND  ANNUAL  RELAY  FOR  L IFE  
JACQUEL INE  HARTFORD  

   Contemplating graduation can be a cause for sentimental nos-
talgia and good wishes, with families throwing parties to show 
off the new grad, and graduates themselves anticipating the 
eventual mind-dump that allows them to promptly forget the 
details of everything they have spent the last four years learning. 
The goal is achieved! Your labor is over, and real life can begin! 
Nonetheless, there are few events that can make you evaluate 
your life, or at least how you have spent the past few years of it, 
more than a graduation. Of course, a given person can have 
several graduations in a lifetime: Junior High, High School, Tum-
blebees. In fact, few events in a person’s life have the potential 
to inspire gut-wrenching fear quite the way that graduating for 
college does. In many ways, that debilitating fear simply does not 
hold true for me. Of course, I am still anxious about starting a 
new part of my life after graduation, but looking back, the past 
four years have been so full, from Orientation, to study abroad, 
to internships, that I feel like I have completely utilized my col-

lege years. 

   Often times, and especially at a public, urban, commuter-
based University like UIC, I hear people complain that, in the 
four, five, or however many years it has taken them to graduate, 
they have learned nothing, and wasted money in the meantime. I 
have seen people stand around at college events, completely 
isolated from everyone around them simply because they have 
not made the effort to know anyone on campus. The problem 
rests, I think, with the idea that friends, and other necessary, 
meaningful parts of your college education, should come easily. 
Still, there are several steps I myself have taken that I can rec-
ommend to anyone who wants more out of UIC, both in terms of 
education, and the life you build outside of it. I am proud to say I 
will be graduating with many hard-won honors, but they are by 

no means what I value most about my past four years. 

NOSTALG IA  AND  EXPER I ENCE ,  ADV ICE  FROM  A  FOUR - YEAR  
GRAD   

M A N D Y  P A Q U E T T E  
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   Some of my most valued memories now are from my time 
studying abroad and my research. The study abroad office on 
campus strives to find a program for any student who would like 
to go abroad, and they did me a great favor by encouraging me 
to participate in Great Cities London. Not only did I enjoy my 
summer in London, but the focus on social policy opened a new 
field of interest for me. That experience was one of the deciding 
factors in earning me an internship with the Institute of Govern-
ment and Public Affairs as the Social Policy intern. In addition, 
some of my most interesting experiences have focused on re-
search, either as a Research Assistant, or in my personal re-
search seminars. I have explored prestigious libraries around the 

city, and learned a bit about Chicago in the meantime. 

   Being a part of the Honors College, from the beginning of my 
college career, kept me close to friends and encouraged me to 
push myself harder academically. Besides allowing me to feel 
like I was getting special attention (and who doesn’t like more 
attention?), the research and alternative course options have 
constantly appealed to me. I began college living in campus 
housing, specifically on the Honors College Floor (back before 
there was an Honors College Tower), and my two roommates 
from that first year are still some of my closest friends. We will 
all be going our separate directions, but having friends from 
within the Honors College has definitely made a difference. A 
smaller community of people is completely necessary in a school 
like UIC, where so often, the only interaction students have with 
one another comes in classes. Friends, a close-knit community, 
and the constant push to excel have made for a full, if somewhat 

hectic, college experience. 

 

   One of the main purposes of Relay is to honor survivors, and a 
special lap was dedicated to them.  Participants lined the walk-
ing track and cheered on survivors as they circled by them-
selves.  Another Relay tradition that took place was the lighting 
of “luminarias,” which are white bags with glow sticks placed 

inside.       

   People who purchase these bags decorate them in honor of 
someone they know who fought cancer.  Even though not every-
one at the event bought a luminaria bag, they all received glow 

sticks to represent the person they were each remembering. 

   Away from the track, a wide variety of activities were offered to 
keep everyone entertained throughout the night.  Amongst oth-
ers, these activities included crafts, musical chairs, capture the 
flag, dodge ball, and a Fear Factor event that culminated in par-

ticipants eating vanilla pudding mixed with pickles. 

   Overall, Relay participants raised about $13,000 for cancer 
research.  However, this year’s goal was $40,000.  Donations 

are being collected online at relayforlifeuic.com until May 1. 
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R IDDLE  PRIZE  W INNER  TRULY  A  RENAISSANCE  MAN  
ANAND  SANDESARA   

   For the entire week, my ASB crew shov-
eled, spread, and smoothed out cement 
for the foundation of the Cherokee Com-
munity Center in Eucha, Oklahoma. We 
put up walls and nailed in kickers. We 
engaged in popular pastimes with the 
locals and got a chance to understand the 
state of Native American culture. Oisin 
Kenny, one of the UIC seniors on the trip 
and an Honors College student, was hard 
at work side-by-side with the team. This 
was his fourth Alternative Spring Break 
trip, and his easy-going nature accompa-
nied with his sense of humor and thick 

Irish accent made him quite the riot. 

   But Oisin is also a very modest individ-
ual, for while the trip enabled the nine 
participants to get to know one another 
very well, there were things that he did not 
mention. Oisin was recently named the 
winner of the Donald and Leah Riddle 
Prize, an honor bestowed only to the most 
outstanding senior graduate in UIC’s class 
of 2008, and he received the prestigious 
Merage Foundation for the American 

Dream fellowship. 

   An Economics major with a minor in 
German, Oisin is graduating from UIC in 
three years that contained experiences of 
a lifetime. Oisin is quite the polyglot – he 
speaks English, Portuguese, Spanish, and 
German fluently and is conversational in 
French and Polish. His interest in lan-
guages is accompanied by a love of travel-
ing. Kenny has been abroad several times 
in his undergraduate career. He looks 
back fondly upon his semester in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil taking business courses that 
provided insight into sustainable develop-
ment of nations. An internship in Brussels 
freshman year allowed him to work with 
the European parliament. A month in Ger-
many provided him with the language 
immersion that he desired. And to get 
further in touch with his roots, Oisin went 

to Ireland to take courses in Gaelic. 

   Every since he watched Captain Planet 
as a four-year-old, he knew the environ-
ment was an issue he cared about. As a 
high school student, he was a member of 
the ecology club and worked to restore 
prairies and other Illinois habitats. He 
even built a hybrid car that ran on soy-
beans. He recognizes the dire state of the 
world’s environment, seeing that the 
planet as we know it may all but disappear 
in eighty years. Oisin’s long-term goal in-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UIC’s rugby team among other organiza-

tions. 

   From all of his diverse experiences, Oisin 
has some insightful recommendations for 
UIC students. “Do what you like most, plug 
away until you find a person in power that 
can help you out. Always do your best and 
network like no other. Get out of your 
books and get into the real world. Push 
yourself and never be satisfied. And re-
member to always maintain quality friend-

ships.” 

   After graduation, Oisin wants to get a 
few years of real-world work experience in 
fields that interest him career-wise. While 
he has a wide range of offers, he is think-
ing of accepting a position with a British 
company that would send him to four dif-
ferent continents in two years for six 
months at a time to become an expert at 
the particular firm. In terms of higher edu-
cation, Oisin is thinking of obtaining an 
MBA or a PhD among other degrees, but 
he is still undecided. He wants to special-
ize in whatever will be most beneficial and 
applicable to environmental sustainability 

and development. 

   Upon receiving UIC’s top undergraduate 
honor, the Riddle Prize, Oisin was initially 
shocked at his selection. “There are lots of 
people out there that are smarter than 
me. But I’m really happy, inspired, and 
grateful, nonetheless.” It’s very clear that 
Oisin has accomplished far from just con-
quering books and is on to great things. 
We wish him the best of luck in all of his 

future endeavors! 

 

 

cludes owning a renewable energy com-
pany. “There are so many people in this 
world who gain their livelihood from the 
environment. They travel ten miles to get 
water, and their lives depend on their 
natural surroundings. It is so important to 
preserve these environments.” While he 
has a specific interest in the environment, 
his extensive studies in economics tie in 
well to his long-term goal of investing in 
environmental sustainability and develop-
ment of nations. To him, it is important for 
everyone to contribute to America in some 
way or another, “whether it is by being a 
scientist, sociologist, economist, or a pi-
ano player.” He wants to make America 
better, and he hopes to do that through 

conservation efforts. 

   Oisin says that he owes his incredible 
undergraduate experience to countless 
individuals, but he wants to give a special 
thanks to Beth Powers in the Office of 
Special Scholarship Programs. “She 
opened doors for me and opened the 
world to me. I really had no idea what col-
lege was, but she brought me into reality 
and showed to me the power of a degree.” 
Surprisingly, this well-rounded all-star did 
not even want to go to college his senior 
year of high school. Already he was dream-
ing of doing international relief work, but 
soon realized his naïveté. Oisin applied to 
college February of his senior year and 
came to UIC just to try college out. He 
came in pre-med thinking that medicine 
was the only way to save the world but 
soon discovered that there were so many 
other opportunities out there for him to 
take advantage of. He was then pointed in 
the direction of business. “Originally, I 
thought that in business one person wins 
and one person loses – dog-eat-dog. While 
it is that way sometimes, business is 
much more sophisticated and inclusive 

than that.” 

   Oisin’s undergraduate journey has been 
far from easy. Some semesters have been 
packed with difficult classes, but he 
learned to think about the bigger picture 
and focus in on what really interested him. 
Weekends were for sleeping as he worked 
until midnight during certain semesters 
doing everything from construction to 
pizza delivery, taking on fourteen hour 
shifts. And aside from his complex aca-
demic, travel, and work schedule, Oisin 

found time to be an active member of  

Oisin KennyOisin KennyOisin KennyOisin Kenny    
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G IGGIN ’  IN  OKLAHOMA  WITH  ASB 
O I S IN  KENNY  

   As we left for the epicenter of the United 
States, I knew the ASB group (Julie Cain, Tadas 
Stonkus, Anand Sandesara, Tracy Mariano, 
Priya Kalapurayil, Oisin Kenny, Parth Nanavati, 
Kaoru Hattori, and Susan Kang) was going to be 
in for an enjoyable ride, and if not, a pleasantly 
bumpy one. Our site leader Anand made sure 
that we were wearing our cleanest pair of under-
wear and that everyone had the opportunity to 
munch on our delicacies of canned sea weed 
and Halloween Starbursts. No detail was left 
unattended; indeed, we made sure to stop every 
hour or so to gasp at the blinding scenery of 
central Illinois, as well as pump some needed 
gas.  
   Arriving in the tiny town of Eucha, Oklahoma 
at the Cherokee Nation headquarters was 
rather eerie at first, due to the abandoned houses, dark empty 
spaces, and miles of open land. However, whatever feelings of wea-
riness we had were quickly erased upon meeting the volunteer 
coordinator Warren, who took no time at all to welcome us with 
open arms. And as he led us up the winding series of gravel roads 
to our temporary abode, we hadn’t the foggiest idea what to expect 
or how we’d avoid the spirits and ghosts that seemed to follow us in 
the night. Indeed, upon our arrival many of our group took no time 
to lock the front door so that any unconceivable force could not 

infringe upon our city folk fragility.  

   In this village of 800 people we de-nailed lumber, put in “kickers” 
to hold the “C-ment,” and helped pour a floor of concrete while 
enduring the barrage of media who grappled for interviews and 
comments from us about Oklahoma. We even had leading govern-
ment officials come for a visit and share their kind words and ex-
periences in Illinois. It was not uncommon to hear “we thank y’all 
for coming out to Oklahoma for spring break; we thought you would 
have picked Florida!” Filled with a youthful sense of enthusiasm 
and a fool’s notion that we were indeed productive, we proudly 
lifted the newly constructed walls into place and stood back to real-

ize that our efforts, albeit novice, were indeed noteworthy. 

   Perhaps most interesting of all was meeting Eucha’s youngest 
firefighter Jeremy. He had ambitions to leave Eucha in order to at-
tend flight school and graduate as a helicopter pilot. His motivation, 

curiosity, and numerous college tailored ques-
tions helped remind us that small towns are 
indeed inclusive, but at the same time, often 
prevent dreams from being fully realized. After 
talking to many of the older residents, their curi-
osity to learn of the outside world had often 
times been suppressed in order to preserve the 
unity of their community in raising a family. 
Originating from a similar sized village in the 
West of Ireland myself, I felt I was looking at a 
possible mirror image if my family hadn’t moved 

to the big city during my childhood.  

   The people of the Cherokee nation truly lived 
in the now and did not hesitate to include us in 
their vibrant community. John and his fire-
fighting crew were outright giddy to bring us 
"giggin'," a fishing ritual that required fisherman 

to stand at the end of a motor boat and harpoon any unsuspecting 
fish that happened to swim by. This exercise was not merely con-
fined to the waters of the local creek because the whole community 
played their part in enhancing the giggin’ experience.  The children, 
of course, would frolic, throw stones, and for the most part, provide 
comical entertainment to any passers by. We, as outsiders engaged 
in all exchanges of the giggin' experience and made sure to cheer 
on our fellow compatriots regardless of whether they stabbed fish 
or beaver (Anand!) in their path to social camaraderie.  Needless to 
say, this experience provided the substance for much of the week’s 
jokes on the building site as well as a complement to our naiveté of 

small town life and humor.  

   The day sadly arrived for us to part from our newly established 
Oklahoma family.  However, we did not leave without a warm hog 
fry reception full of gifts and heartfelt thanks that the community 
had so graciously prepared. We of course had a tough act to follow, 
but made sure to bestow upon them our gifts and thanks for their 
hospitality, honorary Cherokee names, and companionship that 
they had been so generous in giving. It took us nearly two and a 
half hours to finish our goodbyes, but once on our way back to Chi-
cago, we each felt that we would not forget our time together nor 

the warm welcome we would receive if life ever reunited us again.   

 

The Eucha, OK Fire Department gave The Eucha, OK Fire Department gave The Eucha, OK Fire Department gave The Eucha, OK Fire Department gave 
each member of the ASB team a fire each member of the ASB team a fire each member of the ASB team a fire each member of the ASB team a fire 
dept. tdept. tdept. tdept. t----shirt in appreciate of their hard shirt in appreciate of their hard shirt in appreciate of their hard shirt in appreciate of their hard 

work work work work     

365 , 760  M INUTES  IN  MADR ID  (ALMOST ! )  
E L I Z A B E TH  BOYL E  

   “Please click here in order to confirm your flight.”  Click.  I can hardly believe what I have just done.  After nearly nine months of living in 

Madrid, I have booked my final flight.  Destination: Chicago.  

   As the semester begins to wind down, classes are entering crunch time in order to fit in final novels, presentations, class trips, and vocabu-
lary lists.  While our work load intensifies, my peers and I are frantically calculating the number of weekends left until our return, in order to 
fit in as many trips as possible before the end.  As I look at my calendar it is filled with flight departure times for Switzerland and Barcelona, 
reminders for flamenco show reservations, due dates for papers, and class meeting times at the Palacio Real and the Arab Baths in Madrid.  
Anxiously we all try to fit in twice as much as we have in past months, as we know that our time here shall soon end.  Thus, the race is on to 

make the most of our final weeks in Madrid.  

   Throughout my time in Madrid, I have sought to continually remain open to every new challenge and chance for learning and growth that 
has presented itself.  As such, I know that I have grown as a person, increasing in self-knowledge and developing a better understanding of 
the goals and desires that I have for my life.  Above all, I have learned the importance of being a dynamic individual; one who desires to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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   It was as if I had never left Chicago, as a foot of snow accumu-
lated in Boston throughout the course of the day and the winds 
mercilessly billowed between buildings and windows. However, as 
mass chaos was the case outside, I made myself comfortable in a 
conference penthouse at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 
Graduate School of Government. For the next two hours, I had the 
distinct privilege of listening to Dr. Albert Moses, the founder of the 
Algebra Project, which improves math literacy for inner-city youth, 

and a premier civil rights activist. 

   Fifty college sophomores dedicated to careers in public service 
from across the country representing a broad range of campuses 
were selected to attend the 8th Annual Public Policy and Leadership 
Conference (PPLC) which took place in late February of this year. 
Aside from having all expenses covered by Harvard, including flight, 
hotel, and food for the cohort of fifty, it was just an amazing experi-

ence all in all. 

   The conference itself was catered towards individuals who were 
underrepresented in the fields relating to public policy and Foreign 
Service, so the diversity of the fifty attendants was astounding. To 
give an example, one of my roommates was Latino and grew up in 
the rough neighborhoods of South Central Los Angeles and was 
now a sophomore at Dartmouth College. My other roommate went 
to nearby Tufts University and was an international student from 
Nairobi, Kenya. One of my closest friends there attended a histori-
cally black college, and another hailed from Shoshone-Paiute reser-
vation on the Nevada/Idaho border. It was as if within these fifty 

students, America was represented. 

   Dr. Moses’ speech kicked off the event, and from then onwards, 
the panelists, conversations, networking, and speakers continued 
to be unbelievable. Marshall Ganz, a grass-roots organizer, told us 
about his work with Cesar Chavez’s United Farm Workers in the 
1960s and how that experience shaped the rest of his career. He 
gave invaluable advice on entering a career in public service, be-
cause everyone knows that it can be frustrating and the pay can be 
minimal. Yet, he told us to be urgent and be patient, to be arrogant 
and to be humble, and to always take pride in our work. We should 
wake up every morning thinking, “I have to do it” with regards to 
whatever service work is our calling. At the same time, we should 
think, “I get to do it” and understand that we are in a career we 
love. The most important lesson I think he espoused was that if 

A WEEKEND  AT  HARVARD  
ANAND  SANDESARA  

we’ve never failed, we’re not taking enough chances. 

   This advice was reiterated by essentially every speaker to follow. 
One of the panels consisted of individuals who spoke of internship, 
career, and scholarship opportunities to guide and fund our futures. 
A second panel had five individuals who were mid-career and at a 
unique place in their lives which brought them to pursue a Master’s 
degree at the Kennedy School later in life. For example, Moushumi 
Khan, a Bangladeshi-American, worked as a civil-rights attorney for 
New York City Muslims after 9/11 before coming to Harvard for her 
Master’s in Public Administration. Nicholle Manz had worked in the 
Foreign Service for a decade, having lived and worked as a diplo-
mat in Ecuador, Honduras, and Algeria, and now was at Harvard on 
a Public Services Fellowship.  We had the honor of having Q & A 
sessions with founders of major non-profit organizations, admis-
sions counselors, researchers at Harvard Medical School, and 
deans of the Harvard graduate schools. We did group exercises on 
public policy that dealt with solving problems given a certain budget 
to use within the prison and justice system, public education, hous-
ing, and the environment. We were even given a graduate level 

lecture specifically catered towards us from a Kennedy School  

policy professor. 

   Clearly, the days were jam-packed, but despite from being in the 
conference for about twelve hours a day, not one of us wanted to 
leave seeing as everyone was so engrossed. The feeling of being 
surrounded by individuals who were so passionate about the same 
ideas was a feeling I didn’t want to end. Meals were always delayed 
because the fifty students would always rush up to the panelists 
and speakers following their presentations, eager to ask questions 

and find out as much as possible from their particular expertise. 

None of us could deny having said Harvard at least once or twice in 
the most pretentious East Coast accent we could find. But all jokes 
aside, it wasn’t about being at “Haaahvad”, but rather, it was about 
networking, making some of the coolest friends, and learning more 
about the field we are committing our lives to. The conference was 
an opportunity of a lifetime. If any of you are going to be a sopho-
more next year, have shown dedication to public service, and have 
a great interest in policy and international affairs, this conference is 
definitely worth applying for. If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact me at asande5@uic.edu. 

 

never plateau in who they believe themselves to be, but rather actively seeks new opportunities in which to grow and deepen themselves.  I 

yearn to continue to remember the lessons that I have learned here, and to continually integrate their message into my life.  

   It seems surreal that on May 17th I will be returning home from my adventures on the European continent, and as I think back to my life in 
Chicago, it is difficult to comprehend how ironic the passing time has felt.  In one respect I feel as though I have just arrived, and at the same 
time, Chicago seems to be part of another lifetime.  At the moment I am on a continuous roller coaster—one moment anxious to return home, 
and the next wishing I could physically hold back time in order to give myself just a little more time to do that one other thing that remains on 
my list.  Yet, there is also a beauty in always leaving something to come back to.  In this way the door is always left open for another growth 
experience, another chance to continue to be a dynamic person.  Thus, I revel in the fact that there are still some stones that I have yet to 
turn in Madrid; some barrio I have not completely explored; a hidden plaza that has escaped the pages of a guidebook; a painting that I have 

missed in the halls of the Prado.  Thus, there shall always be a reason for me to return.   

   My year here has been a lesson in the importance of discovery, adventure, self-knowledge, and living in the moment.  As I return home, 
and face new challenges and a new chapter in my life, it will be difficult to always keep in mind all of these lessons, but I am dedicated to 
continually working to apply all those learnings that I have gleaned from my 365,760 minutes in Madrid.  Sadly I must say adios to Madrid 

and studying abroad, but I anxiously welcome the chance to utilize all that I have learned as I returned home.  It has been an incredible  

journey. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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We Want to Hear 

from YOU! 

   Are you interested in 

writing for the  

Ampersand?  The  

Ampersand is open and 

eager to accept  

submissions from all 

Honors College  

students. 

   Please contact  

Jennifer Kosco at 
jkosco@uic.edu if you 

are interested. 

WHEEL  OF  FORTUNE  ROLL S  I NTO  CH ICAGO  
B R I A N  L I N  

   “Big Money!!!” On March 8th, Pat Sajak and 
Vanna White came to Chicago, and the Honors 
College was there to greet them. Members of 
HCAB, a number of UIC Honors College stu-
dents, and I had the opportunity to attend a 
taping of Wheel of Fortune in Festival Hall at 
Navy Pier. The taping was part of Wheel of For-

tune’s special “College Week” round of games.     

   Fighting the cold and snow, we trekked 
across Chicago to the site of UIC’s first campus 
to join thousands of other die-hard Wheel of 
Fortune fans. We stood in line for what seemed 
like hours, completely unsure if we would actu-
ally receive admission to the show. Neverthe-
less, we waited, and we passed the time by 
socializing with other fans and watching video 
montages. Our patience paid off.  We managed 
to get into the second taping of the evening and 

it certainly did not disappoint. 

   Being at the show is a lot different than 
watching it on television. The premise and 

game play of the show is always the same, but 
the atmosphere in the room is incredible. We, 
like all members of the audience, found our-
selves hanging on to each letter guessed by the 
contestants, mumbling the answers among 
ourselves, and living and dying with the click, 
click, click of the big wheel. Pat and Vanna took 
care of the rest, and even after 25 years they 

certainly still know how to put on a show. 

   There was no UIC participant in our episode, 
but we still made Illinois proud by supporting 
our neighbors from Champaign in what turned 
out to be the battle of the Midwest between 
Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa. While I can't disclose 
anything about the outcome of the show, I will 
simply say "Jedi Knight." The episode airs on 
May 2nd, 2008. Be sure to tune in and try to 
pick out Honors College students who made it 

on screen. (We did!) 

   The celebration honored those who had contributed to the Honors College in the past and ad-
dressed the importance of having this resource available to students at UIC.   Interim Chancellor Eric 
Gislason (and member of the first Honors College Council) explained that “top students set the tone 

of the university,” which highlights the importance of having an Honors College. 

   The Honors College has greatly impacted my own experience at UIC, and, with that in mind, I spoke 
with several alumni about the effect that the Honors College had on their development as scholars 

and individuals.  

   Aaron Poe, who graduated in 2000 with a B.S. in Health Information Management from the College 
of AHS, told me that “I was a motivated student prior to the HC, but the diversity, opportunity and 
academic standards of  the College pushed me to be a better student and citizen.” Poe currently 
manages a staff of five auditors in the Billing Compliance Department at Northwestern Medical Fac-

ulty Foundation.  

   I also spoke with 1993 graduate Andres Hernandez.  His degree is in  History Education. Prior to 
attending UIC, he was in the military for ten years and was unsure whether or not he would be able to 
survive college. He said “the Honors College gave me the opportunity and continued support to pur-
sue my studies aggressively. If I had not received money from them for my education - waivers, schol-
arships and awards ,  I probably would have never been able to complete my studies.” He feels that 
the Honors College gave him (and countless others) an opportunity to prove to himself and others 
that “our goals can be attained with hard work and support,” especially given that was he first, and 

thus far only, person in his family to complete a degree. 

    Kevin King explained that joining the Honors College made him recognize his own intelligence, 
which forced him to push himself intellectually.  “I realized I needed to start acting like I deserved to 
be in the Honors College. That made a big difference in who I am today.” Like Hernandez, King’s in-
volvement in the Honors College allowed him to finance his education and, as a commuter student, it 
gave him a sense of community that he would have otherwise lacked. King graduated in 2001 with a 

B.A. in psychology.  

   Finally, I spoke with Josephine Volpe who is the Assistant Director of Special Scholarship Programs 
about the impact that the Honors College had on her education. She said simply, “Being part of the 
Honors College was the absolute foundation of my experience at UIC and provided me with opportuni-

ties that influenced not only my personal growth but my career.” 

   For the past 25 years, the Honors College has provided students with a community that is intellectu-
ally stimulating. Students in the Honors College have access to many resources which help us be-
come better scholars and, more importantly, help prepare us for our futures after graduation. This 
event celebrated the students who have graduated from the College along with the staff and fellows 

who have helped make the Honors College successful. 

(Continued from page 1) 


