
 The Honors College is excited to welcome two new members to our ranks. 
Tiana Abrams and Sara Mehta came on board the staff at the end of March, and are 
both looking forward to making their contributions.
 Tiana Abrams, a self-proclaimed “island girl” from Hawaii, has joined the 
Honors College staff as the new business administrative associate. Working with Jerry 
Jimenez, director of resources management and planning, Abrams is responsible for 
accounting, event planning, and human resources. “This job opportunity fit well with 
my fourteen years of HR and marketing experience in Hawaii. I worked with many of 
the same areas I am going to be responsible for here,” she said. Having just moved to 
Chicago eight months ago, Abrams is still breaking into the seasonality that comes with 
the area: “at home it’s eighty degrees all year round,” she laughs while admitting that she 
likes the change. 
 Abrams’ desire to work in academia 
led her to the Honors College, but it is the 
“aloha spirit” that makes her feel that she 
has found a home away from home. “It’s a 
spirit of giving and love and friendliness…it 
was the farthest thing from my mind that I 
could come to the Midwest and experience 
that among the students and staff, but it has 
been remarkably strong,” Abrams explained. 
 Sara Mehta, the new academic 
advisor and program specialist, has noted the passion that Honors College students 
possess. “It’s been really awesome to see how involved students are in the Honors College,” 
Mehta said. An honors student and international studies major at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Mehta “always thought I’d do something like the Peace 
Corp, as I was involved in a lot of non-profits,” but she found her interests also lay in 
helping students figure out their passions.
 Mehta will be involved in advising and will be in charge of the pre-professional 
experiences, as her background with experiential and service learning makes her well 
suited for this specialty. She has helped students get involved with non-profits and find 
internships, as she believes that “students learn as much outside the class as they do with 
their coursework.” She hopes to familiarize herself with what programs currently exist, 
as well as evaluate where student needs lie in order to increase the opportunities for 
students. 
 Both Abrams and Mehta are excited for what the future in the Honors College 
will bring and hope to continue to maximize opportunities for its students.
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Dear Honors Community,
 Another year has passed, full of impressive student accomplishments and Honors initiatives supporting 
them. Our students continue to distinguish themselves nationally and internationally: For example,  we congratulate 
new Fulbright scholar Wenji Guo and Goldwater Scholarship recipient Nikhil Bommakanti. Honors students also 
shone at the UIC Student Research Forum on April 16th where they were 68% of all undergraduate presenters, 
with most students presenting Honors Capstone theses. Eight of 14 awards went to Honors College students.
 The Honors College also launched two new series this semester. The “Successful Women: Realizing your 
Aspirations” lectures are co-sponsored with the Centers for Cultural Understanding and Social Change and 
the College of Business Administration; and the “Major Mingles” events bring students together to learn about 
research, careers, and opportunities within particular majors and disciplines. Thanks to Community Psychology 
interns Gabriel Torres and Anish Oberoi for helping to establish the Mingles! 
 We also welcomed new staff members this semester: Business Administrative Associate Tiana Abrams 
and Honors Academic Advising and Program Specialist Sara Mehta. Soon we will also welcome our second Post-
Doctoral Fellow in Teaching and Mentoring and Director of Chicago Signature Honors Programming, because our 
first—Dr. Ekaterina Pirozhenko—will be leaving UIC this summer. She will join Cornell University as a lecturer in 
the Department of German Studies and an Assistant Advising Dean in the Office of Admissions and Advising. To 
say we will miss her is an understatement—she could not have been more committed, energetic, or talented, and 
we wish her all the best. We also wish all the best to Advisor and Program Specialist Jill Huynh who will leave the 
Honors College in May to become Assistant Director of Asian American Studies.
 A few congratulations are in order. First, to this year’s Ampersand student writers, editors, and faculty and 
staff advisors on their outstanding and creative work, especially editor Swathi Madugula, former editor Michelle 
Skinner, former assistant editor Bryan Killian, faculty advisors Mark Chiang and Sara Hall, staff advisor Jill Huynh, 
and graduate advisor Jenn Hawe. 
 Second, congratulations to our graduating seniors: Thank you for your contributions to the Honors 
College! I invite everyone to join me at the Honors College Convocation on May 8th at 7 p.m. in the UIC Forum. 
Our speaker will be the Chicago Art Institute’s Deputy Director of Education Judith Kirshner (and Dean Emerita 
of the UIC College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts). No one is better suited to remind us of the value of the 
arts and humanities in enriching our lives. 
 Summer will be a busy time as we host orientation for our largest incoming class to date, including 45 
new President’s Award Honors Scholars, and the very first Wood Family Foundation Scholar. As you will see 
inside, the Honors College has become the home for the most significant scholarship in its history — a completely 
comprehensive four-year scholarship established by former Chicago Cubs pitcher Kerry Wood and his wife, Sarah. 
They turned to UIC—Chicago’s great public university—to help them realize their goal of enriching the lives of 
Chicago students. We are delighted for the honor to partner with them. 
 Whatever your summer holds—whether a job or internship, research, travel, or classes—I wish all of the 
Honors College Faculty Fellows, students, staff, and friends a happy and productive summer.

Bette L. Bottoms
Dean and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs
Professor of Psychology

a note from:
Dean Bottoms
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Using his role as an Honors College Faculty Fellow as a “basal level of motivation,” Associate 
Professor of chemistry Dr. Scott Shippy aspires to extend his students’ goals beyond those of 
their undergraduate careers. In fact, he has essentially been exercising this role since he first 
started at UIC in 1999.

Dr. Shippy’s research focuses on intercellular communication in living systems, and his lab is one of the few that 
investigates the chemical methods for handling the small quantities required in such studies. He loves being an 
Honors College Faculty Fellow because it helps him  gets to know students beyond their transcripts. With only 
about five students per semester, Dr. Shippy is truly able to provide the individualized attention that may so often 
be lost within a large university setting. Dr. Shippy is a graduate of a relatively small college himself and admires 
the community that the Honors College actively bolsters. Moreover, he takes advantage of his years of experience 
as a Faculty Fellow to provide students with countless resources for their Honors Activities and Capstone projects. 

However, Dr. Shippy enjoys being a Faculty Fellow not only because it allows him to collaborate 
with academically strong students, but because it also gives him the chance to mentor.  Dr. Shippy 
learns of his students’ career goals and strives to guide them by devising methods for their future 
success. For example, he insists that pre-med students explore research in the humanities to better 
understand the physician-patient relationship. It is this broader, holistic aspect of being a Faculty 
Fellow that is the most rewarding.

Focus on a Fellow: Dr. Scott Shippy

Alvin George
Freshman

Biochemistry

And here we are at last…the final stretch! First and foremost, a wholehearted congratulations to you, my fellow 
freshman, for you are soon to complete your very first year of higher education! As the weeks count down and the 
weather gets warmer, the academic year once again comes to a close—but this time, we can say that we finished 
it as Honors College students. It has been a year of new challenges, triumphs, and friendships all in a new place 
that has grown familiar to us over time. Even though the exams, papers, and other assignments may be piling up, 
just take a few minutes right now to reflect on your journey. It is truly incredible to consider the experiences that 
we have shared, from meeting our Honors College family with our first steps into Burnham Hall at orientation to 
creating unforgettable memories with them in the Student Lounge and at the Honors College Ball.
 
There is certainly much to be proud of. Undoubtedly, all of us have been pushed this year, academically or 
otherwise, and we have all been expected to adjust and adapt. Can you remember sitting down to your very first 
lecture? Being in your first class that had over 200 students?  Writing your first research paper? Facing your very 
first college exam, midterms, and then finals? All of these events have occurred in just the past year, and you have 
the right to take pride in each of these accomplishments—but do keep in mind that there are more goals, more 
friendships, and more victories that will be found in the years to come.

After all, this is all just the beginning, friend. Your journey with the Honors College 
has only just begun, so take pride and do everything you can to reach what you desire.

See you soon!

Dear Freshman Friend,

Sarah Lee
Biology
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 When most students think of summer, they think of jobs, graduation parties, and maybe even a vacation or 
two. However, come July, Hannah Koeppl will be thinking of none of that. In fact, most of us won’t know what she’s 
thinking and where she’s going, as she won’t be able to tweet or even update her Facebook status. 
 Hannah will be travelling to Guinea in West Africa to work with the Peace Corps. Her main assignment will 
be to teach 7th-10th grade physics—in French!— while also working on a public health initiative.
 For Hannah, a senior majoring in French, Francophone studies, and 
biological sciences, working with the Peace Corps has been a longtime dream. 
“Thinking about graduation, I felt it was the best time for me to apply and serve,” 
she explained. Although the application process took over nine months, Hannah 
feels it was well worth it.
 Going to Guinea is a big transition, but Hannah is ready for it. As there’s no 
convenience of electricity or computers, she says she’s excited to have an opportunity 
to appreciate the little things, like fetching water from a well or growing her own 
garden. As she puts it, she’s looking forward to an “unplugged life.”
 Although she’s travelling alone, Hannah says this aspect of her trip is part of 
the fun: “I won’t be lacking intellectual stimulation in Guinea! I’m excited to learn a 
new language and culture—and become a Guinean!”
 Hannah’s advice for students who want a more enriching college experience is very simple: “Take risks and try 
something new! Getting involved will enrich your life!” 
 This approach sure has enriched Hannah’s life. Hey, Hannah! Send us a postcard from Africa, and we’ll see 
you in 27 months!

Joining the Peace Corps
Hannah Koeppl’s Trip to Guinea Shannon Keane

Freshman
English

Senior Hannah Koeppl will teach 
and promote public health as a 

Peace Corps volunteer in Guinea, 
West Africa.

Attack of the ’Bots!
 The UIC Engineering Design Team (EDT), also known as 
the UIC robotics team, was recently declared the champion of 
the 26th annual Jerry Sanders Creative Design Competition. The 
competition, sponsored by AMD, Inc., invites robotics teams from 
universities across the Midwest to flex their skills and creativity in 
an intense two-day contest. The UIC team, composed entirely of 
undergraduates, triumphed over Valparaiso University, Northern 
Illinois University, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
the Illinois Institute of Technology, and College of DuPage. The 
team focuses primarily on two events: a remote control robotic 

competition in March and the autonomous vehicle competition during the summer. Their most recent triumph 
required a great deal of hard work and skill. Team member Eduardo Castro commented, “The level of quality of our 
opponents and the pure competitive nature of the competition put us under an immense amount of pressure, but the 
experience of winning the competition and the overall team cohesion help us to secure the win.” The EDT consists of 
a team environment that resembles a family and fosters growth. 
 Castro spoke from the heart when he said, “We have an extremely friend and 
passionate team that would love to welcome anyone who shares the same passion 
as us, especially underclassmen.” All are encouraged to join the Engineering Design 
Team and pursue their dreams in the robotic arena!

Maria Nakhasi
Freshman

Biology

The UIC robotics team poses with their trophies for 
first and second place at the JSCDC.



5

UIC Honors College Post-Doctoral Fellow in Teaching and Mentoring Dr. Ekaterina Pirozhenko will be departing 
UIC next year for Cornell University, where she will teach in the Department of German Studies and serve as assistant 
advising dean in the Office of Admissions and Advising. While Dr. Pirozhenko is “looking forward to the change,” she 
noted that UIC, and particularly the Honors College, was a place of great growth for her. “The Honors College was an 
eye opening experience,” she explained. “The Honors College student population is extremely diverse; students come 
from such diverse cultural, ethnic, and religious backgrounds.” 

This vibrant student body and campus culture was in part what inspired Dr. Pirozhenko to teach Honors College 
Core courses on world cultures, and to begin the Honors College arts and culture initiative, Chicago Signature 
Honors Programming. It was through both of these settings that Dr. Pirozhenko had the greatest impact on the 
UIC community. As Associate Dean of Academic Affairs Sara Hall noted, “Dr. Pirozhenko has brought an immense 
amount of energy and initiative to her role in the Honors College.” 

Dr. Pirozhenko—who has wanted to teach since she was ten years old—has contributed her 
unique perspectives on gender and women’s studies, German studies, film, and the arts to the 
classroom and beyond, teaching courses in the Honors College on such subjects as National 
Socialism, communism, national identity, family, love, and desire, city and urban landscapes, 
and Nobel Prize-winning authors. Dr. Pirozhenko is motivated by hardworking Honors 
College students: “I can identify Honors College students in the courses that I teach outside the 
Honors College, and I can expect certain professional behavior and motivation from them.” 
Dr. Pirozhenko also finds inspiration in her students. “[The best moment] is when people 
say ‘You broke what I believed before.’ I think that’s the moment. When students say ‘You 
gave me food for thought.’”  It’s a testament to Dr. Pirozhenko’s teaching and mentoring that 
her first Capstone advisee, Connie Yan, was awarded second place in the arts and humanities 
category at the Student Research Forum on April 16th for her project “Mirror, Apple, Sward: 
The Revision of Gender Roles in Mirror Mirror.” The project analyzes the reversed gender 
roles in a modern film adaptation of the Snow White fairy tale.

In all of her endeavors and contributions to the UIC community, Dr. Pirozhenko strives to 
widen students’ “world view[s]” and “expose students to many new ideas.” She wants to see students moving forward, 
finding academic and professional success, and becoming her colleagues. 

It was her interests in film and the arts that also influenced Dr. Pirozhenko to create a new program for Honors College 
students to go on trips off campus. Dean Hall remarked, “The ingenuity [Dr. Pirozhenko] has applied to seeking out 
and arranging excursions for the Chicago Signature Programming has opened up so many new experiences for our 
students and bridges new and important relationships between the UIC Honors College and a variety of Chicago 
neighborhoods, cultural centers and institutions.” The goal of the Chicago Signature Honors Programming, in Dr. 
Pirozhenko’s words, was to make sure that students “are exposed to new ideas outside of the classroom.” She wanted 
to take students beyond the “four walls of a classroom” and help them “take advantage of what the Chicago area has 
to offer,” as well as “make them feel more secure” in trying new things and visiting unfamiliar settings such as the 
Chicago Lyric Opera. The neighborhood trips were also an opportunity for her to mentor students outside of the 
office and classroom.

The Honors College has benefitted tremendously from Dr. Pirozhenko’s teaching, 
research, and engagement with students. In Dean Hall’s words, “We have received so 
many messages from students telling us that [Dr. Pirozhenko’s] teaching has changed 
how they see and understand the world, all through the study of literature and culture. 
She will be missed, but we are so proud to see her bring all those strengths and qualities 
to her new position.”

Dr. Pirozhenko will 
be leaving the Honors 
College to teach in the 

Department of German 
Studies at Cornell.

A Farewell to Dr. Pirozhenko

Hannah Lee
Freshman

Biochemisry
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“My favorite HC memory was the 
2013 Honors College Ball. It was 
the result of a lot of hard work by 
so many people. The night went 
perfectly.”

-Daven Patel

“My freshman and sophomore year was filled with 
more time spent in the Honors College lounge than 
I’d like to admit. When everyone was awake enough 
after their first few classes or morning commutes, she-
nanigans, trolling, and genuine discussion ensued. My 
favorite HC memories are a culmination of my times 
spent in the lounge, and the special people I met there.”

-Akshay Patel

“The Honors College lounge being 
a second home on campus. Feeling 
welcome to walk into the lounge at 
any time of day and relax, study, or 
have a conversation with a friend.”

-Vaishak Amblee

“The Time of Our Lives” 
     Senior Reflections

“My favorite memories 
were always from the 
ball, when everyone 
stopped working so 
hard in the middle of the 
semester to have a few 
laughs and dances.”

-Michelle Skinner

“My favorite Honors College memory has been meeting 
many of my closest friends in the lounge. The Honors 
College will always remind me of the thought-provok-
ing conversations that my friends and I had about hy-
pothetical situations and tough scientific theories that 
almost always ended up with laughing at our responses.”

-Chyei Vinluan



7

“One of my favorite things about the Honors College 
is that the advisors are super friendly and extremely 
helpful! They never think twice about stopping for 
a second to talk to me and make sure I am doing 
okay. I have never hesitated in talking to an Honors 
College advisor about academic issues because I feel 
so comfortable with them. They really have students’ 
best interests at heart! I am going to miss them a lot 
next year!”

-Shriya Gandhi

“My best memories of UIC are all 
of the the amazing people I’ve met 
here. Each flickering candle of hope 
and promise has helped brighten 
up the dank cave of life. These 
denizens, commonly found at 
Burnham Hall, are such intelligent, 
thought-provoking people that you 
can’t help but wish you had time to 
sit down and get to know each and 
every one. I know I wish I had more 
hours, just so I can spend them 
with the friends - nay, the family - 
that I’ve made here at UIC. Here at 
Burnham, in the lounge.”

-Shikhar Shah

“My favorite HC memory was ana-
lyzing who in the lounge would win 
if a version of the Hunger Games 
broke out right then and there.”

-Josiah Han

“I think this was one of my favorite HC memories: 
freshman year when they had the mask-making and 
karaoke night before the Honors College Ball. It was 
really buzzing in the lounge and quiet study; everyone 
was just having a good time. I had gone with my friend 
to the event to make a mask, and then she got pulled 
in/forced to do a karaoke song. It’s a good thing she 
can sing a bit (haha), but it was hilarious nonetheless.”

-Shruti Patel

“The Time of Our Lives” 
     Senior Reflections
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UIC hosted its first ever Dance Marathon, 
organized by Honors College students Arjun 
Arya, Riti Chokshi, and Sumana Vardhan, 
on April 6th. The event, hosted by Student 
Leadership Development and Volunteer 
Services, was a fundraiser for the Ann and 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago. 
Participants danced, ate, and completed crafts 
with children for eight hours and raised over 
$16,000 “For the Kids.”  Sarah Kim and Sophia 
Hountalas were the top fundraisers for the 
event, raising nearly $3,000 combined.

Dance Marathon

 Decisions. We have to make them every single day. Some are life changing, while others are rather minute. 
However, the biggest decision for a college student is probably not to wear jeans or sweats, but which classes to 
take. The few seconds spent poised at your laptop can determine your future for the next 16 weeks. They dictate 
whether you’ll be getting sleep or pulling all-nighters. As a student of the Honors College, one of the requirements 
is completing an Honors Activity every semester. For freshmen, this is usually a Core class, and for upper-level stu-
dents this can be a seminar. However, with all the different options for picking a Core class, how does one choose? 
It seems cliché to say, but it is highly recommended that you pick a subject you are interested in, whether that be 
history, mathematics or music. You will be attending this class two to three times a week for the next 16 weeks! If 
you end up with a subject you don’t like, your stress level will progressively rise throughout the semester.  A good 
strategy is to pick a Core class based on general education requirements you may have to complete. This is a great 
method to get the most out of your gen eds and make sure you are not bogged down in later semesters. For up-
per-level students, a seminar is also a great way to fulfill your Honors Activity requirement. The Honors College 
offers seminars that vary from sign language to optical imagery. In the end, the decision comes down to a few 
mouse clicks. Whether you choose to follow your instinct or logic, I’m sure you will feel a great deal of satisfaction!

DECISIONS: 
An Inside Perspective on Honors Classes

Rahul Patel
Freshman

Biology

Some previously offered Honors Core & seminars courses:
Monsters and the Human Imagination

Music Therapy and Music Medicine
Images of Good and Evil in Literature

Ethics and the Human Body
Religion and Politics

Photo Credits to Matthew Rohrer
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We are each only one voice in this world, but together we are the voice of education and opportunity, awareness 
and action, talent and passion; we have the power to make a difference in this world.  In order to make a difference, 
we must first start by increasing our awareness of real-world issues that may not be present to us in our daily lives. 
The Honors College student organization UIC OneWorld produces an annual print journal of student research and 
writing on real-world issues in our community and abroad in hopes of inspiring other students to take action.  

UIC OneWorld is a place for everybody because it encompasses students from all areas 
and allows them to explore their interest in topics that may not be related to their field of 
study, but that they enjoy and want to learn more about. Since writers are able to choose 
their own topics, OneWorld is able to appeal to the entire community of UIC students.  
This year’s issue features the article “Female Feticide in India” by Sameera Jagirdar, 
which talks about sex-selection throughout the various socio-economic classes in India.  
Another article by Karyna Mangusheva, “Health Among the Homeless,” makes readers 
aware of the health concerns that individuals face in our own.  It is these types of articles 
about underrepresented issues that cause us to step back and think about our place in the 
world and what we may do to help it.  Marco Martinez, president of OneWorld, hopes 
to “inspire readers to take action in their own way, whether that is by writing or through 
volunteering.”  To borrow from John F. Kennedy, don’t ask yourself what this world can 
give to you; ask yourself what you can give to this world.  

The cover of the 2013 issue 
of UIC OneWorld.

UIC OneWorld
Student Organization Feature

Mary Schuster
Freshman

Kinesiology

One of the many perks of being a member of the Honors College is working on a Capstone project during senior 
year. Senior Daven Patel, a neuroscience major,  was kind enough to tell the Ampersand a little about his Capstone.  

During his time at UIC, Daven developed a strong interest in public health and global health 
disparities, so he naturally went in that direction when it came time to select a Capstone.  
For his Capstone, Daven worked to develop a comprehensive means of evaluating global 
health education programs. More specifically, he and his mentor, Dr. Andrew Dykens, 
MD, MPH, an assistant professor in the Department of Family Medicine and clinical 
physician at UIC’s Mile Square Health Center, sought to evaluate the Global Community 
Health Track that trains resident physicians at the UIC College of Medicine. They used a 
combination of qualitative and quantitative strategies in an effort to determine the impact 
of the program on trainees and ways to improve it in the future. Daven is especially excited 
about his research because it has the potential to extend to other residency programs across 
the nation.  After working hard throughout the semester, Daven presented his Capstone 
on Thursday, April 24th at the UIC College of Medicine. 

In regards to advice for Honors College students who will eventually have to work on a 
Capstone, Daven explains that this is an opportunity to study what you love. He believes 
that all students should try to turn the Capstone into an experience that they will truly 
enjoy. 

Daven Patel Tania Alvarado
Freshman

 Political Science & 
Economicsevaluating global health education

Capstone Highlight:

Daven Patel is 
conducting his Capstone 
about the global health 
education program at 
UIC. The evaluation is 
determining the impact 
of the program and how 

it can be improved.
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Scholarship Winners
 Nationally Competitive Awards

Fulbright Scholarship: Wenji Guo
UIC Honors College student Wenji Guo has been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to the 
United Kingdom. Wenji, a senior biology major and GPPA Medicine student, will pursue 
a DPhil at Oxford under the guidance of Dr. Valerie Beral. While most Fulbrights are ten-
month scholarships, this award covers three years of funding for Wenji.  She was also awarded 
a Clarendon Fund scholarship. Wenji was a 2012 winner of the Goldwater Scholarship as 
well.  More Fulbright news will be coming as additional countries announce their results 
throughout March and April. Additional students from the Graduate College have been 
awarded Fulbrights.
 

Goldwater Scholarship: Nikhil Bommakanti
UIC Honors College student Nikhil Bommakanti has been awarded a Goldwater Scholarship 
of $7,500 for his excellence in and commitment to a career in math, science and engineering 
research. Nikhil is a junior in bioengineering in UIC’s College of Engineering and is also 
a member of the GPPA Medicine program. He conducts research with the Department of 
Anesthesiology Associate Head for Research, Professor Randal O. Dull, MD, Ph.D., in the UIC 
College of Medicine with appointments in bioengineering and pharmacology.
 

Critical Languages Scholarships: Hasan Osamah, Michelle Lee, Alexander Guevara
Three Honors College and LAS students have been awarded the Critical Languages Scholarship (CLS). The Critical 
Languages Scholarship is a program of the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 
which offers intensive summer language institutes in thirteen critical foreign languages. This award enables 
students to study language in intensive programs during the summer of 2013.

• Honors College senior in biology, Hasan Osamah, won a CLS to study the Bahasa language in Indonesia in 
summer 2013. 
• Honors College junior in chemistry and a member of the GPPA Pharmacy program, Michelle Lee, won a 
CLS to fund her summer 2013 study of Mandarin in China.
• Honors College senior in criminology, law and justice, Alexander Guevara, won a CLS to study Arabic in 
summer 2013 in Ibri, Oman.

Upcoming Events and Deadlines
Farewell Party for Dr. Pirozhenko and  Jill Huynh

Friday, May 3 @ 3 PM

Honors College Convocation
Wednesday, May 8 @ 7:00 PM

“Oklahoma!” Musical
Friday, May 10 @ 7:30 PM

Capstone Completion Forms Due
Friday, May 3 @ 4 PM

Honors Activity Competion Forms Due
Friday, May 10 @ PM

Grades Available on my.uic.edu
Monday, May 20
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Scholarship Winners
Honors College Awards

Caterpillar Research Grant
Ariunaa Bayanjargal

Eduardo Castro
Kelsey DiPietro

Josiah Han
Ameer Helmi

Kevin Wu
Ayden Zarkhah

CEO Scholarship for Women in 
Engineering

Juliana Wokurka

Clara Marie Paetz Pearce Family 
Scholarship

Andrew Reichard

Dean’s Scholarship for Study 
Abroad – Fall Programs

Monika Podgorski

Flaherty Study Abroad 
Scholarship – Academic Year 

Program
Jeffrey Saba

Flaherty Study Abroad 
Scholarship – Fall Program

Karolina Sabaliauskaite
Weili Zheng

Flaherty Study Abroad 
Scholarship – Spring Programs

Suzanne Oskouie
Michelle Skinner

Honors College Advisory Board 
Scholarship
Erica Nahin

Jenny Sampras

Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship
Hajer Ibrahim
Marjorie Kerr

Nimeh Mahmoud

Honors College Alumni 
Association Award

Vanessa Castor

Mark A. Wyatt Award
Sagar Shah

Honors College Research Grant
Eduardo Alvarez-Gutierrez

Vaishak Amblee
Alison Chen
Whay Cheng

Kayla Christian
Lisa Conte

Patricia Corona
Alvaro Cruz

Letty Elengical
Millie Fang

Shaheera Fatima
Sukhbat Gansukh

Stephanie Getz
Wenji Guo

Allison Heise
Ameer Helmi
Kyle Kempke
Michelle Lee
Donald Lei

Braden Lenz
Jeff Li

Ina Liko
James McGinty

Swathi Madugula
Laura Mahady

Paulina Makuch
Kashif Osmani

Alisha Patel
Naveen Pokala
Mena Poonaki

Anirudh Ramachandran
Catherine Sauer

Jay Shah
Shikhar Shah

Atefeh Shojaeddini
Hanaa Siddiqi

Sean Suastegui
Jennifer Tai

Benjamin Tam
Aerolay Chyei Vinluan

Malgorzata Warias
John Westbrook
Laura Whiteford

Kai Da Zhao
 

Phi Eta Sigma Inductees 
Iliana Amador

Anna Anderson
Mujahid Arozullah

Danya Ata
Emma Bodell

Haley Bohl
Celia Guevara
Gioia Guevara

Mohammed Khaja
Sarah Lee

Kyle Lindberg
Joy Macatangay

Rabia Malik
Monika Mulica
Emil Navratil
Cristian Nuno
Tiffany Ortega
Kashif Osmani

Marianne Palczewski
Thomas Papanicolas

Kim Pardilla
Alexandra Pizarro

Karina Romo
Zainab Shirazi

Rebecca Somodji
Elisabeth Tapoi

Ali Akber Tayabali
Cynthia Velazquez

Fazila Vhora
Michelle Vu
Tiana Wong

Michal Wyczesany
Hanan Yacoub
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On April 12, 2013, UIC held its first independently organized TEDx event at James Stukel Towers. TED, an acronym 
for “technology, entertainment, design,” is an international collection of conferences where live speakers passionately 
share their stories to curious souls. As their mission statement explains, TED seeks to “inspire,” “engage,” and 
“ultimately change the world” through “the power of ideas.”

TED offers the TEDx program to provide local communities the opportunity to spark deep discussion through TED-
like experiences. This year’s TEDxUofIChicago involved leaders in the Chicagoland area who have demonstrated 
a firm devotion to improving the world. The speakers included UIC Professor Emeritus Daniel Swartzman, UIC 
Associate Professor of Hispanic Linguistics Kim Potowski, Google’s Senior Account Planner Nick Scarpino, PhD 
candidate at Northwestern University Sally Nuamah, comedian and social justice advocate Samuel Killermann, 
and PhD student at the University of Chicago Toby Chow. Collectively, they discussed the power of the moral 
imagination, the importance of bilingualism, the prioritization of marketing strategies in an increasingly digitized 
world, the significance of education for social edification, the complexities of gender, and the consequences of social 
movements. The TEDx team ensured that these individuals were familiar with public speaking, passionate about 
what they do, and most importantly, had an interesting story that would engage the audience. (For more information 
about each of these speakers, please visit tedxatuic.com.)

The leader in the organization of this event was Honors College senior Gabrielle VanSpeybroeck. When asked how 
the idea of holding such an event originated, she replied, “TED’s mission is to spread great ideas. UIC, I believe, is 
full of them.” Because it is a large research institution which generously fosters diversity, UIC was the perfect place to 
hold such an event. However, organizing did not come without its fair share of obstacles. TED is very rigorous with 
its rules and even provided an 80-page manual listing all of their criteria. VanSpeybroeck and her team also received 
funding to compensate for programs, stage decorations, nametags, and catering from the UIC Office of Diversity, 
UIC LAS, UIC Honors College, UIC Institute for Research on Race and Public Policy, and the AANAPISI grant. In 
addition, they were awarded an Honors College Student Engagement Grant to apply towards expenses sustained over 
their planning time.

TEDxUofIChicago attributes its success to the core team, 
volunteers, speakers, and sponsors. VanSpeybroeck sincerely 
thanks her core team consisting of Honors College students 
Sarah Davis, Taiser Elsaeed, Mit Shah, Garrett Padera, Daven 
Patel, Akshay Patel, and Weili Zheng. Furthermore, she thanks 
the wonderful host that evening, Bryan Killian. There were 
also many volunteers who helped usher, collect tickets, prepare 
food, and arrange nametags for all audience members. Lastly, 
VanSpeybroeck thanks all those who bought tickets and attended 
the event. With already 150 in attendance, she 
hopes the event will continue to grow in the 
future. TEDxUofIChicago was undoubtedly, 
as its slogan dictates, a night of “ideas worth 
spreading.”

If you couldn’t make it, watch the full talk at new.livestream.com/tedx/uofichicago in a few weeks. 

“Ignite Innovation. 
Ignite Change.”

The core members of the planning team pose with the 
TEDx sign. The first TEDx at UIC was a success, with 

150 attendees. They hope the program continues to 
grow in years to come. 

Alvin George
Freshman

Biochemistry

Photo Credit: Matthew Rohrer

Photo Credit: Matthew Rohrer
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Wood Family Scholarship HCAB Update
Congratulations to the 

newly elected members of 
HCAB for 2013-2014!

Chandan Patel
Charina Ruiz

Charissa Valdez
Jay Patel

Jazzlyn Luckett
Katherine Feekin

Kyle Sierzega
Lukasz Adamczyk
Marlena Wojcik
Michael Durrant
Neha Chandan

Safa Farid
Savanna Campioli

Shahzaib Khan
Shivam Thakkar

Sneha Bontu

 The Honors College is proud to announce 
the creation of the Kerry and Sarah Wood Family 
Foundation Scholarship to benefit graduating 
seniors in the Austin, Englewood, Humboldt 
Park and Lawndale neighborhoods of Chicago. 
Recipients of this scholarship will be enrolled 
in the Honors College and live on campus. All 
tuition, fees, assessments, books, and room and 
board are included, and a laptop computer will be 
provided. The recipients will have housing during 
the summer to allow participation in summer 
coursework, undergraduate research, an internship, or study abroad.
 Dean Bette Bottoms remarked: “The Kerry and Sarah Wood Family 
Foundation Scholarship is the most comprehensive scholarship program in the 
history of the Honors College, and we are privileged to be the public stewards of this 
generous gift. Through the support of the Wood Family Foundation, outstanding 
students who otherwise would not have the means to achieve their goals will have 
access to a transformative educational experience. We look forward to welcoming 
into the Honors College community our first Wood Family Foundation Scholar 
in August as part of the Class of 2017, and are grateful to Kerry and Sarah Wood 
for their generosity and their commitment to improve the lives of Chicago youth.”

 Mentioning the name Jill Huynh within the Honors College will inevitably result in a multitude 
of responses.  “She’s my advisor!” “The one who sends the announcements?” “She’s the advisor for the 
publications.” Jill may serve many roles within the Honors College, but all who know her will agree her 
passion for her students and her job is universal.
 Jill Huynh, currently an Advisor and Program Specialist in the Honors College, will be moving to a 

new position as Assistant Director of Asian American Studies (ASAM) at UIC. She will 
be developing programs, policies, and procedures for ASAM minors and otherwise 
working to grow the program. Additionally, Jill will be leading advising initiatives for Asian American, 
Pacific Islander, and English-language learner students for the AANAPISI grant. She commented, 
“While I will miss working in the Honors College, I am very much looking forward to the new 
challenges and experiences that await me with ASAM.”
 Jill will be sorely missed at the Honors College. Through her multifaceted involvement, Jill has 
affected the lives of every Honors student in one way or another. It is not uncommon for students to 
refer friends to Jill for questions of any sort, and her upbeat personality is often mentioned. Her hard 
work has not gone unnoticed, as she recently won the Outstanding New Advisor Award from the 
National Academic Advising Association. She will be receiving the award at the national conference 
in Salt Lake City, Utah this October. “I’m honored and excited to win the award, which I couldn’t 
have done without student, faculty, and staff support. It’s a fantastic feeling to be recognized for my 
passion, hard work, and impact on student life in the Honors College and at UIC,” Jill explained. In her 
application, she wrote about the importance of being a role model, and says she hopes she has been just 
that to her students 

 Jill also wishes the best to all who “have made my time in the Honors College special,” and the sentiment is 
reciprocated. The Honors College would like to congratulate Jill on her award as well as her new position. While she will be 
missed in the halls of Burnham, she will continue to make an impact on students and the university.  

Avni Bavishi
Freshman 

Biology

Jill Huynh, Advisor 
and Program Special-
ist, is leaving the HC 
for a new position as 
the Assistant Director 

of Asian American 
Studies.

A New Home at UIC for Jill Huynh

From left: Kerry Wood, Dean 
Bottoms, Provost Kaufman and 

Sarah Wood.
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 While TV shows and movies often portray interns as stomped-on, coffee-fetching, clueless individuals, 
most internships don’t pan out that way. And, based on information gathered in an anonymous survey initiated 
by Associate Dean Sara Hall last summer, it’s clear that the downtrodden intern image is fictitious. For example, 
take the experience of Dulce Diaz, who was a voter registration intern for the United States Hispanic Leadership 
Institute. Diaz learned that putting aside nerves and speaking up were important when in a meeting. She introduced 
herself to the organization’s president and made such a good impression that, after the internship ended, he offered 
her a staff position. Diaz is now in charge of the internship program and encourages any students interested in 
a voter registration internship to contact her at ddiaz@ushli.org. Similar excitement was expressed from several 
students involved in Dean Hall’s 2012 survey.  One student served as a virology research assistant at Kings College in 
London. The student explained, “the majority of my time was spent in the lab, but I was also given the opportunity 
to shadow physicians, surgeons, and medical students during my internship.” These experiences  helped the student 
develop essential pre-med skills. He found the internship through the Center for Academic Programs Abroad. 
Another student gained impressive connections in her internship at McCain Foods, where she pitched social media 
strategies to the company’s senior leadership team, planned a 200-person celebration of National French Fry Day, 
and wrote copy for the company’s internal newsletter and intranet. Based on these 
incredible experiences, it is clear that summer internships ask more of students than 
remembering the office’s coffee orders. These students gained hands-on experience 
in the work field, built professional connections, and applied their skills from UIC 
courses to make the most of their summer internships. To all summer 2013 interns, 
good luck and remember to enjoy every learning opportunity that comes your way!

The Value of Summer Internships

Aria Ekersley
Junior 

English & 
Political Science

The First Honors College Community Lecture
 I am deeply honored to be the first presenter of the Honors College Commu-
nity Lecture series. I find it absolutely exciting the way the Honors College provides a 
forum for alumni, friends, students, and community members to interact. I was glad 
to see so many familiar and also new faces at my talk “Guess What Is Chess?” It was 
a delight to see representatives from the Chicago Renaissance Knights Chess Founda-
tion, Honors College students and staff members, my current and past students, and 
my husband in one room. Some attendees were passionate chess players and some 
have never played the game but wanted to learn about it. 
 The overwhelming majority of the audience were my current students in the 
courses “Nazis, Commies, and Other Strangers” and “Family, Love, and Desire.” I was 
truly proud of them because they showed thirst for knowledge and were eager to be 

exposed to information outside our classroom. What they learned in my lecture they could apply later to literary anal-
ysis of such works as Stefan Zweig’s Chess Story or Alina Bronsky’s The Broken Glass Park. 
 I was not the only presenter. Three outstanding Honors College students helped me to make this lecture inter-
active—GPPA pre-med students Kashif Osmani and Michael Liu and theater performance student Bethany Arrington. 
Kashif and Michael explained to the audience how the Nobel Prize winner for literature, Hermann Hesse, uses chess as 
a metaphor for human identity in his novel Steppenwolf; and Bethany was spectacular in reenacting with me the scene 
from the movie Knight Moves. 
 I am thankful to Lisa Domkowski and Associate Dean Sara Hall for organizing this event. I had lots of fun pre-
senting on the topic that sparks my interest, and as the audience members told me after the lecture, they also enjoyed 
learning what people think about chess, what values they project on this game, and what these projections tell about us.
 I hope that all future lectures of the Honors College Community Lecture Series will be as well attended as the 
inaugural one.

Dr. Ekaterina Pirozhenko

Dr. Pirozhenko speaks at the 
first Honors College Comunity 

Lecture Series.
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My time here at Oxford is already two-thirds over, as summer rushes to defrost the vast and frigid British countryside 
(note my flowery and anti-Hemmingway, un-American prose). Of all places to travel abroad, England in some ways is 
the most banal. We can thank Disney for our knowledge of some of the history of the place and Warner Brothers for our 
rather good acquaintance with the accent and educational system. So instead of telling you what the UK is like, I would 
like to contrast my time here with that spent at UIC, and talk about how both have contributed to my experience.

People ask me whether Oxford is like Hogwarts, and I say that it actually is. Rowling 
took inspiration from the unique systems at this University and from Cambridge. 
Like the four houses at Hogwarts, there are 38 colleges here that make up Oxford, 
each with an identity and set of sports teams. Students live and make friends with 
people from their colleges, dine in the college dining hall, and sport college crests on 
their clothes now and then. There’s also a unique didactic method that’s used here 
called the “tutorial system.” Students attend lectures, but are also taught one-on-one 
by professors and graduate students, who assign work and give grades. There’s an 
enormous emphasis on one-shot exams (think OWLS and NEWTS) and essay-
writing. 

It’s evident that the place is completely different than UIC. So how have I changed? 
I’ve been exposed to a completely new set of people who think very differently than 
those I’m used to. Students at Oxford still slack off, just like anywhere, but I’ve met a 
lot of people here who are in absolute love with their subject, especially humanities 
students. I’ve met kids from high-end British prep schools kids on scholarships from 
Romania, and fellow Americans. Some of my friends are students of Egyptology and such is their enthusiasm that I feel 
like I’ve learned more about Ramses II than neuroscience this past year. I’ve gotten to attend lectures by extraordinary 
people including Gary Kasparov, Dominic Grieve (the British attorney general), and John McCain (maybe not everyone 
would agree that he is as extraordinary, but still very talented). As a graduate student I’ve had the opportunity to dedicate 
myself to research in a way I never have before. By living so far away from familiarity, I’ve had the chance to grow 
personally and step out of my comfort zone to make friends and try new things. At UIC I was a science writer-, volunteer 
coordinator-, and bioengineering society-type guy. At Oxford I’ve taken up acting, dancing, tutoring, and, heaven forbid, 
fiction writing. Who would have thought?  

But how can I forget what I learned at UIC? It was a vastly different 
experience—I commuted, and got to know far fewer people. But the 
approach was valuable. Commuting instilled in me lifelong discipline and 
closeness to my family, and the friends I made at UIC are among my best. I 
learned to appreciate people of all walks of life (UIC is still the most diverse 
institution I’ve come across), and learned that name and fame aren’t as 
important as character and sincerity. There are times, believe it or not, when 
walking past Christ Church (where the Great Hall from Harry Potter was 
filmed) I wish I were in BSB. Why? Because I had a class there once on 
South American history that was one of the best I’ve ever taken. So even 
though I don scarves and pea coats now, there’s a Flames t-shirt underneath 
that (the football team that is). 

Soon I’ll move on to medical school. Definitely not in the UK, and perhaps not in 
Chicago. But there’s treasure everywhere, so let’s see what there is to be dug up next.

Towers, Tutors, and Travel: 
Reflections on Time Abroad and Time not-Abroad

Sasidhar Madugula
 Editor in Chief (2010-2012)

Sasi at Platform 9 3/4 on King’s 
Cross Station.

Sasi posing with a street performer and 
pigeons in Bath, England.
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Swathi Madugula
 With graduation right around the corner and the semester winding down with this final issue of the 
Ampersand, nostalgia is settling in. Reminiscing about my involvement with the Ampersand in the past three years 
at UIC, I can’t help but feel sad to be finished with this publication which took up so much of my time and thought 
throughout my undergraduate career. From my role as a contributing writer as a freshman, to an assistant editor as a 
sophomore, to a co-editor-in-chief as a first semester junior, and now to an editor-in-chief as a second semester junior, 
I have been involved with the Ampersand from the beginning of my time here at UIC. Although the Ampersand has 
been improving with every issue, I believe the most significant improvement has occurred this semester thanks to 
the wonderful new editorial board and staff writers. We strove to make the publication more student-friendly and 
engaging with increased pictures and graphics, relevant articles, and a new layout. I’d like to hope that we achieved 
these goals this semester and that the Ampersand is slowly becoming widely a more read and recognized publication. 
 With increased involvement from freshmen, the Ampersand is catering to a wider audience. The enthusiasm 
and dedication that the new members have brought to the publication are very encouraging. The commitment and 
hard work of the editors, Maria and Sarah, and the layout editor, Avni, have resulted in a very smooth semester for 
the Ampersand with three full-length issues. Thanks to Jenn, the editing process ran very smoothly and has been 
standardized resulting in articles of higher quality. A heartfelt thanks to Jill for being so awesome and helping us every 
step of the way with everything from finding article topics to organizing meetings to answering numerous random 
questions sent at any time of the day. Although the Ampersand will greatly feel the impact of Jill’s absence next year as 
she leaves the Honors College, the guidance that she has provided this year has been invaluable and will continue to 
fuel the way the Ampersand is handled in years to come. 
 I am excited to see the direction that the Ampersand will take next year when the new staff takes over with 
Avni Bavishi as the editor-in-chief. I have no doubt that the publication will only continue to improve with every issue. 
I’m looking forward to reading the Ampersand issues during study breaks while I’m in pharmacy school next year! 

Editor in Chief Reflection


