
The UIC Honors College 2012-2013 Fellow of the Year, Associate Professor 
of Psychology Dr. Gary Raney, has been a part of the Honors College for the majority of his 
21 years at UIC. He was nominated for the award by several of his mentees in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution to the Honors College community as a teacher, mentor, and 
researcher.  

Dr. Raney obtained his undergraduate degree in psychology 
from the University of West Florida and subsequently completed 
a Ph.D. in cognitive psychology at the University of Florida. At 
UIC Dr. Raney is an active researcher and teaches courses related 
to cognitive psychology, such as a cognitive research methods 
course and special-topics classes related to language processing and 
bilingualism. According to Dr. Raney, “Psychology is a huge field, 
and you can study almost anything to do with how people learn, 
or behave, or interact with their world—everything from basic 
neuronal responses to high level social behaviors, and everything in 
between. People are the most complex things we can study.” 

As an Honors College Faculty Fellow, in addition to advising students about coursework 
and career options, Dr. Raney supervises research for Capstone and independent study 
projects. In the past, he has also co-authored conference presentations with students. Dr. 
Raney loves working on a one-on-one basis with students and seeing them grow as they 
learn how to research and apply knowledge to real-world problems. He loves it when a 
student says, “I don’t know what you mean,” as that provides him an opportunity to clarify 
his message, and the student gains new insight from the interaction.

Additionally, Dr. Raney loves UIC because of its diversity: “It’s not just diversity in 
terms of ethnicity, but also diversity in terms of life experiences and viewpoints. Working 
here is like working at a little United Nations; you cannot get the same experience at many 
other places.” 

Ultimately, Dr. Raney’s advice to Honors College students is to find something they 
enjoy: “Don’t worry about trying to graduate in three or four years. Find what you love, and 
doing so will make learning easy and enjoyable. But work extremely hard, because being a 
student is not a part-time job. It’s really important to find what you like and work really 
hard at it.”
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Welcome to the second Ampersand of the year, full of stories about Honors 
students and their activities. There’s a lot going on—just a couple weeks ago we hosted 
Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle as a part of our co-sponsorship of 
the Department of Political Science’s Future of Chicago lecture series. And, thanks 
to our two new post-docs, the Chicago Signature Honors Programming is off to a 
wonderful start with student excursions to see The Color Purple at Mercury Theater 
Chicago and Verdi’s Otello at the Lyric Opera.

These are a few of the “value-added” activities that engage our students and 
promote their success. In fact, we have new evidence of just how valuable the Honors 
experience is: We’ve just learned that our most recent five-year graduation rate is 
85%. This is our highest ever (compared to the campus five-year average rate of 
57%), rivaling the best schools in the nation. This achievement demonstrates not only 
the talent and drive of Honors students, but the commitment of our Faculty Fellows, 
our advising staff, and our entire Honors community.

Finally, on a fun-but-serious note: Because of your overwhelming response to 
a Facebook contest—with over 1,000 ‘likes’ on behalf of the Honors College—we 
can now offer a new, four-year, $10,000 scholarship to an Honors student. Thank 
you to Diane Dowd and the Allie’s Friends Foundation for making this scholarship 
possible.  We will feature a full-length story on the scholarship, the foundation, and 
the Facebook contest in our next issue—so stay tuned.

Best wishes,

Bette L. Bottoms
Dean and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs
Professor of Psychology

a note from
Dean Bottoms
Dear Honors Community,

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s

D e a d l i n e s

Capstone Workshop: Presentations and 
Poster Preparation

November 7, 2013 @ 3:00 PM
121 Burnham Hall

Chicago Signature Honors Programming: 
The Art Institute of Chicago “The Monkey 

Tour”
November 10, 2013 @ 1:00 PM

The Art Institute of Chicago

Evening Advising in JST
November 12 & 19, 2013 @ 4:30 PM

James Stukel Towers B250A

Honors College Fall Research Symposium
November 20, 2013 @ 3:30 PM

302 Student Center East

Chicago Signature Honors Program: 
Capoeira Workshop

November 20, 2013 @ 6:00 PM
Village Leadership Academy 800 S. Wells, Suite 90

Soros Fellowship
November 8, 2013 

http://www.pdsoros.org

Critical Languages Scholarship
November 15, 2013 

http://clscholarship.org

Goldwater Scholarship
November 20, 2013 

http://www.uic.edu/depts/oaa/ssp/
goldwater

Jack Kent Cooke Graduate Arts Award
November 28, 2013 

http://www.uic.edu/depts/oaa/ssp/jack.htm 

The Ampersand is proud to announce our newest feature, the Parent Corner!  Beginning in our next issue, we will regularly 
feature a parent of an Honors College student, to highlight the important contributions of our parents.  Please contact Sara 

Mehta at srmehta@uic.edu if you would like to be featured or to nominate your favorite Honors College parent.

Parent Corner
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Can you believe we are more than halfway through an entire semester of college?  Time really flies when there are 
so many things to be done! Since it is almost the end of fall semester, registration for spring semester courses is quickly approaching, 
and it’s time to think about what courses you would like to take. I recently met up with my advisor for mandatory freshman advising, 
and it really helped me put into perspective which classes I should take in order to stay on track with my major. Meeting with your 
Honors College advisor is very important for figuring out your course schedule and getting your questions answered.

On another note, have you been reading the Honors College announcement emails? If not, give it a try!  These daily 
announcements list many opportunities, events, and programs for Honors College students. I recently attended a lecture I read 
about in the announcements, “Delivering Food Assistance in a Shrinking Humanitarian Space,” by Executive Director of the United 
Nations World Food Programme and UIC alumna Ertharin Cousin. The lecture was not only engaging, but motivational as well. I left 
highly motivated to volunteer and lend a helping hand to those in need. UIC Honors College students have many opportunities like 
this to listen to professional speakers, participate in volunteer work, and much more. So try something new! Take up a volunteering 
opportunity or attend an upcoming workshop. 

Lastly, to everyone stressing over those daunting exams, don’t worry! First of all, you are not alone. I have found it helpful to get 
together with friends to create study groups. We are able to study in a unique way by answering each other’s questions, and it really 
beats studying alone. If you’re more of an independent learner, take note of the resources available to you through the Honors College, 
like the study lounge in Burnham Hall or Honors College peer tutoring. Spread out your studying to limit any last minute cramming, 
and you will do great! Remember, you are who you choose to be, so never let a day go to waste—always keep your goals in mind.

-A Fellow Freshman

Dear Freshman Friend
by Neelam Patel l Freshman, Biochemistry

The UIC Mock Trial Team is checking 
alibis and calling witnesses to testify in their ongoing 
trials. The team is part of the American Mock Trial 
Association, which publishes 
fictional civil and criminal 
cases annually for a national 
competition.  

Mock Trial is a national 
competitive activity that helps 
aspiring law students develop 
public speaking skills by serving 
as both attorneys and witnesses. 
The UIC team ranks in the top 48 
of 650 programs that compete 
in the annual American  Mock 
Trial Association National Championship Tournament. 
Mock Trial at UIC aims to educate its members on trial 
techniques, public speaking skills, critical thinking skills, 
and oral advocacy.

Tori Latus, a senior political science major and 
co-captain of the Mock Trial Team, stated that her 
involvement in Mock Trial has been very beneficial to her 

pursuit of a future in law. “I wanted a way to test if [law] 
was the right career path for me, and my three previous 
years on the team have served to reinforce that [it is].”

The current team has 
30 members ranging from 
freshmen to seniors and is always 
welcoming new members. 
Mock Trial is a challenging 
program that requires time and 
devotion but allows students to 
build life-long friendships and 
understand trial practice and 
techniques through hands-on 
training. Mock Trial gives pre-
law students the advantage of 

preparing and developing skills that they likely would 
not have obtained until their third year of law school. 

“It is an intensely rigorous program with a tough 
workload,” said Latus, “but it is the most rewarding thing 
I have done in my four years of undergrad.”

Questions regarding the UIC Mock Trial Team should 
be directed to uicmocktrial@gmail.com.

UIC Mock Trial Team Builds A Case
by Francisca Corona l Sophomore, Political Science and Economics

The team and coaches after advancing both teams out of 
regionals in Joliet, IL .
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What’s the Big Idea? Chicago Ideas Week
 The spirit of innovation and creativity ignites a spark 

in thousands of people across the city of Chicago each year 
during Chicago Ideas Week (CIW). The annual conference 
transforms the city into a hub of intellectual activity as the 
best and brightest gather in Chicago to give presentations 
and share ideas. Among the 25,000 attendees at this year’s 
October 14-20 conference 
were several Honors College 
students who received tickets 
through the College from the 
Office of the Vice Chancellor 
for Research (OVCR).

While many idea-based 
events are exclusive, Chicago 
Ideas Week is set apart because 
the events are intended for all 
members of the public. The 
mission of CIW is to provoke 
thought, create connections, 
and encourage people to achieve 
great things. The events take 
place in a variety of formats. 
Some are lectures with a series of speakers discussing aspects 
of a given field, while others are labs that give attendees 
a behind-the-scenes look at a particular industry. These 
events take place all over the city, including one at the UIC 
Electronic Visualization Laboratory, where the “walls” are 
3D TVs that allow total immersion in futuristic technology. 

Throughout the week, participants could sample 
everything from glass-blowing workshops to discussions 
on the tumult in the Middle East to stories of successful 
entrepreneurs and authors. Attendees also could hear talks 
by people from a variety of backgrounds, including New 
York Times best-selling author Malcolm Gladwell, Apollo 11 
astronaut Buzz Aldrin, and MySpace founders Chris and 
Tim Vanderhook.  

 Honors College sophomores Hannah Lee and Erika 
Peters attended the “Explorers” lecture with tickets provided 
by the Honors College in collaboration with the OVCR. 
After listening to professional BASE jumpers, National 
Geographic photojournalists, and oceanic scientists, Lee 
and Peters felt their horizons had expanded. According to 
Lee, “The talk inspired me to travel more and push myself 
outside of my comfort zone.”

“They really emphasized the fact that people are only 
limited by their perceived boundaries,” Peters added. 

 Sophomore Amy Halder attended the lecture 

“Music: Evolution of the Artist.” Like many CIW events, 
this lecture featured a variety of speakers from a single 
field. Together the speakers’ multiple perspectives provided 
a cohesive image of the music industry. For example, artist 
Rachel  Yamagata spoke about the process of writing a song, 
songwriter Mike Posner contributed ideas about artistic 

collaboration, and Lollapalooza 
founder Marc Geiger spoke 
about how technology and 
social media have changed 
the music industry. Halder 
explained, “One of the artists 
mentioned that music is like 
catching a butterfly—you need 
to be gentle and caring. Posner 
followed that talk by saying that 
the job of a producer is to bottle 
that butterfly in a beautiful jar 
and present it to the audience.” 

This holistic approach to 
the lectures is a defining feature 
of CIW, because individuals are 

more likely to be spurred into action by understanding 
multiple aspects of a certain topic or field. As future leaders, 
Honors College students are perfectly primed to create 
change in the world. The first step, however, is becoming 
passionate about an idea and deciding to do something about 
it: exactly what Chicago Ideas Week hopes to encourage.

by Avni Bavishi l Sophomore, Biochemistry

Bobby Ghosh, journalist and editor of TIME International, 
speaks about the Middle East.
Photo by: Houston Cofield

Left: The Electronic 
Visualization 
Laboratory at UIC.
Photo by: Carrie Allen

Right: Robert 
DeLong with Fitz 

and The Tantrums 
in concert at Park 
West Chicago for 

CIW.
Photo by: Bryan Volta
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Between schoolwork and extracurricular activities, college 
is a busy time for everyone. Some students decide to take 
on a sport on top of that. Honors College sophomore Mark 
Ciesielski, a biological sciences major and chemistry minor, is 
one of those very students, as he is a member of the diving team 
here at UIC. In addition to his coursework, Ciesielski has to put 
in a lot of time at the pool, where he practices each weekday 
for three hours. These practices are broken up into one hour of 
dry-land workouts followed by two hours on the diving boards. 
In addition, each diver is required to attend at least one hour 
of weight training twice a week and one hour of training on 
Saturday followed by an hour of yoga.  Being as busy as he is, 
time management is very important to Ciesielski. When asked 
how he balances his commitments, Ciesielski explained, “I have 
been in a sport essentially my whole life so I had to learn how 
to manage my time. Having a relatively busy schedule makes 
school more manageable because it forces me to generate 
an agenda in which I am able to finish my work in a timely 

fashion.” Ciesielski spends a 
tremendous amount of time 
and energy maintaining a 
balance between academics 
and diving here at UIC, 
because diving is something 
he loves to do. Ultimately, 
he dedicates all of these 
hours of practice and 
training to prepare for his 
meets, where his hard work 
pays off. Ciesielski also loves 
that “meets are a great way to get to know divers and swimmers 
from different schools and also to challenge mental toughness.”  
Yet, his favorite part of being a UIC student-athlete is “the 
support that I receive from the athletic staff, coaching staff, 
fellow teammates, and students.” Best of luck to Ciesielski and 
the UIC diving team this season!

Welcoming New Students with Open Arms and Free Advice: 
An Open House for Prospective Students
by Angelica Ehioba l Sophomore, Biological Sciences

On Saturday, October 5th, UIC held its first campus-wide 
open house. This event gave prospective students a chance to 
interact with current students and faculty in order to learn 
what life at UIC is all about.

The Honors College and 
other UIC organizations had 
representatives present at 
the UIC Forum to talk with 
prospective students and their 
parents and direct them to 
various events.

Students were able to 
receive ample information on 
scholarships, the application 
process, and the benefits of 
being an Honors College 
student. One prospective 
student, Alex Ehioba, 
appreciated the relaxed setting 
of the open house. “I really like that I can just ask my questions 
directly to the person who would know the answers, and that 
it feels like a regular, everyday conversation,” said Ehioba.

Many visitors also attended tours of the residence halls. 
James Stukel Towers (JST) offered tours of Tower C, where 

many Honors College students choose to live. Resident 
assistants and peer mentors were present to explain the 
perks of living in Honors College housing, including free 

printing, various study lounges, 
interacting with faculty 
members who live in campus 
housing through the Faculty-in-
Residence program, and, most 
importantly, living with people 
who share similar motivations. 
Faculty-in-Residence Professor 
William Kohler shared with 
students, “I want to share what 
I’ve learned in my life with you 
all because experience is the 
comb that life gives you after 
you lost your hair.”

The UIC Open House 
presented prospective students 

and families a holistic view of being a UIC student and a 
window into the benefits of joining the Honors College. For 
students navigating the complicated process of choosing a 
college, attending an open house is an essential piece of the 
puzzle. 

Honors College Academic Advisor and Program Specialist Sara Mehta and 
Assistant Director for Admissions Brian Ward speak to prospective students 
about the Honors College.

Ciesielski, center, with UIC diving 
teammates during a winter training trip 
in Hawaii.

Making a Splash: Student-Athlete Mark Ciesielski
by Tania Alvaradol Sophomore, Political Science
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The Grace Hopper Celebration of  Women in Computing 2013, the world’s largest technical conference for women in 
computing, was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota October 2-5. This year’s theme of  “Think Big. Drive Forward.”  inspired nearly 
5,000 attendees through presentations and workshops addressing many aspects of computer science. Nineteen undergraduate 
students, including eight Honors College students, attended the event with support from the UIC Department of Computer 
Science, the College of Engineering, and the Honors College.

 The celebration featured speakers and information sessions to promote the value of computing for women of all fields 
and interests. Speakers included representatives from Harvey Mudd College, Google, Texas A&M University, and Facebook. 
Each attendee was invited to follow a single track; the options included software engineering, mobile experiences, media and 
entertainment, medical technology, and educational technology.

Assistant Director of the College of Engineering Academic Resource Center Elsa 
Soto was among this year’s attendees. She noted that the conference catered to anyone 
interested in learning more about computing, regardless of his or her background in 
computer science. Honors College sophomore and biology major Carolyn Cao added 
that the conference attracted a very diverse audience: “The conference had a wide 
variety of talks that related computer science with other fields, such as medicine, 
music, and public health efforts.” Cao’s favorite presentation was by Brenda Chapman, 
the first woman to win an Academy Award for Best Animated Film for the Disney movie Brave: “It was so inspiring to hear her 
life story; she persevered from being rejected from art school, to being relegated to a low-status position simply because of her 
gender, to ultimately establishing herself as a distinguished woman in animation.”

Monique Llorens, Honors College sophomore and chemistry major, felt that the 
conference helped create an interest in computer science. After hearing talks about topics 
such as cell phone use in Africa, Llorens stated that she learned “a lot about the prominence 
of computer science in the world.”

The presentations often included inspiring stories of individual success. Senior 
computer science major Sruti Bhagavatula found a presentation by Puja Sankar, founder 
of the course communication platform Piazza, especially inspiring: “Puja Sankar’s honesty 
about how she started and [about] her struggles and doubts […] was really inspiring for 
people who have ideas and want to know how to help them take off.”

Ultimately, the UIC students and staff who attended felt that the conference had 
something to offer everyone, regardless of major. The presentations, workshops, and networking opportunities made the Grace 
Hopper Celebration a very rewarding experience.

The Grace Hopper Celebration of Women in Computing 2013: 
Inspiring Innovation
by Shilpa Kolachina l Freshman, Bioengineering

HCAB has been very busy planning many events throughout the year. Now that Halloween has come and gone, it 
is time to decorate the Honors College with wintery decorations. Beyond  that, HCAB collaborated with the Honors 
Ambassadors to volunteer at the Chicago Hot Chocolate 15K/5K on November 3rd. We have also decided on an Egyptian 
theme for the Honors College Ball, which will be held on March 1st. Stay tuned for more information in the next issue!

Conference-goers browse the career 
fair at the Grace Hopper Celebration of 
Women in Computing 2013.

H C A B  U p d a t e
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While it is well known that Honors College students 
stay busy in the classroom, there are also many ways for 
them to broaden their horizons outside of their daily course 
schedules. The Honors College’s Chicago Signature Honors 
Programming offers students valuable opportunities 
to explore the rich variety of cultural and educational 
attractions in Chicago. Under the guidance of Post-Doctoral 
Fellows in Teaching and Mentoring Dr. Vernon Lindsay and 
Dr. Aleks Zarnitsyn, students can take advantage of tickets 
provided by the Honors College to attend performances 
at the Lyric Opera, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company, and other distinguished 
art sites across the city. Students may also explore cultural 
centers such as Chinatown or visit a variety of museums 

throughout the diverse 
urban environment.

Since the fall 2013 
semester began, Chicago 
Signature Honors 
Programming has already 
hosted a number of 
excursions, including 
trips to see the Soviet 
film Nostalghia at the 

Gene Siskel Film Center, Verdi’s opera Otello (based on the 
Shakespeare play Othello) at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
and the American drama This Is Our Youth by Realize 
Theatre Group. Students are often given the opportunity 
to participate in group reflections or speak with the actors, 
directors, or artists behind the scenes, making these 
experiences even more meaningful. 

One excursion, the trip to see the Broadway musical The 
Color Purple at Mercury Theater Chicago, was particularly 
memorable for sophomore Monica Makar. “I don’t usually 
enjoy musicals at all, but that was truly phenomenal,” Makar 
proclaimed. “I was so impressed with how they translated 
such a difficult, serious novel into a moving show that made 
me want to both laugh and cry.”

 Chicago Signature Honors Programming has only just 
begun for the year, and upcoming outings include a trip to 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra as well as the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Students are encouraged to reserve their spots 
early online in order to participate in the vast number of 
exciting events to come!

My current Honors Core class, Intergroup Dialogue: 
Race and Gender, fosters the sense of diversity that the Honors 
College endorses and provides a solid foundation for Honors 
College freshmen to function in a multicultural society like 
UIC. This Core class takes place in Burnham Hall on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and is taught by co-instructors Dr. Rebecca 
Gordon, director of the Women’s Leadership and Resource 
Center and Campus Advocacy Network, and Daniel K. Cairo, 
visiting assistant director of the Campus Advocacy Network. 

The class, which satisfies the “Understanding the Individual 
and Society” general education requirement, explores 
dimensions of race and gender through thought-provoking 
readings, controversial media, weekly journals, and online 
discussion boards. The small class size of 23 allows students 
from different backgrounds 
to feel comfortable discussing 
race and gender issues with 
each other both in and out 
of the classroom. Most 
importantly, according to Dr. 
Gordon, the course enables 
students “to listen to others 
from diverse cultural and 
social identity groups who 
may hold differing or opposing 
perspectives.” 

The class encourages 
students to become agents 
of social change whether they are passionate about race and 
gender issues, current immigration laws, or food deserts. 
Cairo hopes his students “will unlock their potential to be 
transformative leaders and be civically engaged.”  As a student 
currently in the class, I recommend it to all Honors College 
freshmen who are interested in making a difference through 
social change.

by Ricardo D. Ramirez l Freshman, Industrial 
Engineering

HONORS EXPLORING: 
CHICAGO SIGNATURE HONORS 
PROGRAMMING 

HONORS CORE CLASS: 
EMPOWERING FRESHMEN FOR 
SOCIAL CHANGE

Honors College students attended The 
Color Purple at the Mercury Theater.

Daniel Cairo engages in discussion 
with his students.
Photo by: Abhinaya Konduru

by Sarah Lee l Sophomore, Biochemistry

Dr. Rebecca Gordon 
facilitates a class 
discussion on 
diversity and social 
empowerment.
Photo by: Abhinaya 
Konduru
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LOUNGE TALK: Overheard in the Honors College
by Renee Ronzone l Junior, Anthropology

M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t
To  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f 

H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f,  a n d 
f a c u l t y,  t o  r e p o r t  o n  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e 
e v e n t s ,  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f o r u m  f o r 

s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  t o  s h a r e 
i n t e r e s t i n g   e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d 

o p i n i o n s ,  a l l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f 
f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 

c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  a m o n g  t h e 
c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  t h e  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .

Like us on Facebook to find out about upcoming 
issues, new events, and how to get involved!

 www.facebook.com/UICAmpersand
Visit our webpage: 

ampersand.honors.uic.edu 
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The Honors College Lounge inside Burnham Hall is a place where studying and socializing happen simultaneously. The environment 
gets loud, even tense from time to time, but it is a place where hard work and relaxation occur between classes. The lounge is truly 
an intellectual playroom and the heart of the Honors College. When I joined the Honors College, I was looking forward to meeting 
other motivated, bright minds, and the lounge is a great place to find them. Here are some students who echoed my sentiments. 

UIC is a big school, and I thought it would be really 
nice to have a small, tight-knit community that you 
could rely on. 

Elizabeth Stark, Freshman, Kinesiology

“[The Honors College is] an amazing community. 
It’s a lot of fun, a lot of like-minded people, you 
can let down your guard a little and go to fun 
events. Most of the kids in the Honors College 
are motivated, high-achieving students, and 
hanging out in the lounge is a way for you to cool 
down academically.”

Shikhar Shah, Honors College Alumnus, Graduate 
Student, Public Health

The Honors College affords me the opportunity 
to meet faculty that are already in my field and get 
to know them on a personal basis. It also provides 
me with a good avenue for research opportunities. 

Jamie McGinty, Junior, Anthropology

I actually joined the Honors College after hanging 
out in the lounge and getting involved; I wanted to 
further immerse myself in the community. I really 
like being around people I can learn from.

Christine  Vi, Freshman, Engineering


