
This summer, I studied abroad with two other UIC Honors College students, 
junior Vicki Shah and sophomore Michelle Vu, in Gaborone, Botswana. Botswana has a 

population of two million people living in a desert the size of Texas, but it has transformed itself from 
one of the poorest countries to one of the fastest growing economies in the world.

Botswana, contrary to the misconceptions about violence in Africa, 
is indeed a very safe place to visit. However, like all other nations, 
it has its own fair share of issues, the most prominent of which is its 
battle against HIV/AIDS. Botswana has implemented many measures 
to combat this pandemic that affects 25% of its population. As a pre-
medical student, I was intrigued by Botswana’s struggles and the 
current system of preventative and primary care. This, along with the 
tantalizing prospect of visiting a nontraditional location, brought me 
to the summer community public health program of the Council on 
International Educational Exchange.

The program consisted of an internship in the clinics, a public health discussion course, and a 
class on Setswana, the local language. In the clinics, we helped perform non-invasive procedures, such 
as taking blood pressure, measuring heart rate, and updating a patient’s record. Our service in the 
severely understaffed clinics was also incredibly helpful for the physicians and nurses. It is unbelievably 
challenging for the physicians to treat a seemingly endless stream of patients for hours without proper 
equipment and without any kind of break. 

Aside from the coursework, we wholeheartedly took advantage of 
what southern Africa had to offer. We soon learned that history, art, and 
culture kiss every corner of the continent with incredible diversity. From 
studying apartheid and Nelson Mandela in Johannesburg to visiting the 
Victoria Falls and the Okavango Delta, our range of excursions never 
disappointed. Our safari expeditions also introduced us to hippos, 
leopards, lions, rhinos and much more!

Studying abroad in Botswana served as another reminder of how 
fortunate I am to live with a constant supply of electricity, running water, and internet. It also increased 
my curiosity about African culture and the variety of cultures around the world. Although I still seem 
to be going through “study abroad withdrawal,” I know that one day I will return to beautiful Botswana. 
After all, as my host family reassured me, “Ga gona mathata,” which is Setswana for “no worries.”

Become a more global citizen in an increasingly interconnected world and visit the study abroad 
website at www.uic.edu/depts/spec_prog/studyabroad/ or the UIC Study Abroad Office in UH502.
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Alvin George with local 
children after face painting.
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by Alvin George l Sophomore, Biochemistry
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Welcome back! Whether you were researching, traveling, working, or resting, I 
hope your summer was a happy one, and that you’re refreshed and ready for a new 
academic year. 

This year’s incoming class of nearly 400 first-year students is the largest in 
Honors College history, bringing the College total to 1,588 outstanding students 
(and over 340 Faculty Fellows) across the university. Welcome to all our new students, 
including transfers and new upper-class UIC students! Enjoy your new home in the 
Honors College, where you will find a supportive network of advisors, faculty, staff, 
and peers, as well as more opportunities than one person could ever take advantage 
of on campus, in the community, and abroad. 

For a beautiful window onto all those special Honors opportunities, please take 
a look at the Honors College’s new professionally directed and edited video: www.
youtube.com/watch?v=IgLNBLR-GfE. Thanks to Associate Dean Sara Hall for 
producing this outstanding film, Provost Lon Kaufman for providing its wonderful 
opening narration, and to all the students, faculty, and staff who are its stars.

Finally, I am thrilled to report that the Honors College is fully staffed, including 
our newest Honors Academic Advisor and Program Specialist, Stephanie O’Leary, and 
not one, but two, new Post-Doctoral Fellows in Teaching and Mentoring: Dr. Vernon 
Lindsay, from the field of education, and Dr. Aleksei Zarnitsyn, a philosopher, who are 
teaching, advising, and jointly leading our Chicago Signature Honors Program. You 
can read more about our new colleagues inside this issue of the Ampersand.

I hope you’ve noticed that as we have grown in numbers, diversity, and quality 
of educational opportunity, we’ve expanded efforts to connect with you. We have 
redesigned our daily email announcements for students and increased our presence 
on Facebook and LinkedIn. Help us connect: “Like” us on Facebook and add us to 
your LinkedIn network! Soon we will also roll out a new Honors website that will be 
your hub for all things Honors College. Finally, for details about all that we do here in 
the Honors College, please take a look at our comprehensive Annual Report. (www.
uic.edu/honors/about/documents/Honors_College_Annual_Report_2013.pdf) 

Wishing you a happy and productive semester,

Bette L. Bottoms
Dean and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs
Professor of Psychology

a note from
DeanBottoms
Dear Honors Community,

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s
OSSP: University of Glasgow Info Session
October 17, 2013 @ 11:00AM
121 Burnham Hall

Chicago Signature Honors Programming: 
This is Our Youth
October 18, 2013 @ 8:00PM
Prop Theatre

Capstone Extension Workshop with OSSP
October 23, 2013 @ 11:00AM
121 Burnham Hall

OSSP: Latino Students and Scholarships 
Session
October 23, 2013 @ 1:00PM
LARES Student Services Building

OSSP: African-American Students and 
Scholarships Session
October 23, 2013 @ 3:00PM
LRC Student Services Building

Chicago Signature Honors Programming: 
Otello Opera
October 25, 2013 @ 7:30PM
The Lyric Opera of Chicago

Capstone Workshop: Presentation and 
Poster Preparation
October 28, 2013 @ 2:00PM
121 Burnham Hall

OSSP: Immigrant Students and 
Scholarships Session
October 29, 2013 @ 1:00PM
LARES Student Services Building

OSSP: Scholarships for the Arts 
Information Session
October 30, 2013 @ 2:00PM
2550 University Hall

DAAD Study Scholarship Deadline
October 23, 2013 

Truman Scholarship Deadline
October 26, 2013

AANAPISI Undergraduate Research / Arts 
Grants Deadline
October 28, 2013

U.S. Department of State Internship 
Program Deadline
November 1, 2013

D e a d l i n e s
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The Honors College student organization Donate 
by Design provides students with a creative outlet while 
supporting a worthy cause. The members of this club plan 
fundraisers and sell handmade items, directing all their 
profits to the Campus Advocacy Network in order to assist 
victims of domestic abuse, sexual assault, stalking, and other 
serious crimes that university students may face.

Among other 
fundraisers, the club 
organizes a Pinterest 
Party, during 
which everyone is 
encouraged to pay 
an admission fee 
and make a craft or 
two to take home. 

Last spring, Donate By Design’s Pinterest Party featured 
chalkboard-painted wine glasses, cord bracelets, and scratch-
off  Valentine’s Day cards. Members have also conducted bake 
sales and had booths at events such as the Women’s Leadership 

Symposium and the 
Toiletry Drive, which 
provides shelters with 
hygiene products. 
During the fall 2013 
semester, this unique 
organization plans to 
earn $400 for CAN.

This semester’s Donate By Design president, senior 
psychology major Kristen Crawford, mentions that the 
organization is open to all students. Members meet about 
twice per month, and all creative and artistic suggestions 
are welcome. In the past, accessories such as scarves, 
bracelets, purses, and headbands have been fashioned and 
sold at different events. The more helping hands that this 
organization acquires, the more profit that can be sent to 
CAN. Not only does this club support an important cause, it 
also raises awareness about problems that students may not 
realize are predominant in universities. To get involved with 
this organization, email donatebydesign@gmail.com. 

CAN You Design?

Congratulations to all my fellow freshmen…you made it through the first weeks of college! After anxiously 
waiting for college acceptance letters, we have now finally joined the Honors College at UIC. Now it’s time to 

branch out and explore the wide variety of activities, organizations, facilities, and opportunities that UIC has to offer.
I recently attended the Honors College luncheon and found it wonderful to see both familiar and new faces! It then struck me 

all of a sudden that we were already a month into school. I reminisced about my first days from just a couple of weeks ago as I shared 
stories with old orientation buddies over lunch. The Honors College luncheon is just one example of social events where you can meet 
others with similar interests.

On another note, I have also discovered that the Honors College lounge area is a nice place to kick back between classes and catch 
up with friends. The lounge area has been a lifesaver for me on many a tough, work-loaded day, such as when I have a paper due for 
my Honors Core class on elite and popular fiction. My Core class has surprised me and has me thinking that I will never read a book 
the same way again.  You can explore topics beyond your major with the Honors Core classes, so take a shot at really delving into 
your class. Also, never forget about the fantastic help you can get from the Honors College! I’m not the type to ask for help often, 
but that has changed since classes started. Remember that the Honors College offers both guidance and tutoring from our peers who 
succeeded in the same courses, so why not?

Be sure to make the most of this college experience and the opportunities that come your way.  Remember that you are who you 
choose to be, so never let a single day go to waste—keep your goals in mind.

-A Fellow Freshman

Dear Freshman Friend
by Neelam Patel l Freshman, Biochemistry

by Shilpa Kolachina l Freshman, Biomedical Engineering
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The Honors College welcomes a new Post-Doctoral 
Fellow in Teaching and Mentoring, Dr. Vernon Lindsay, who 
is himself a graduate of UIC. Dr. Lindsay completed his 
undergraduate degree here at UIC, where he majored in 
African-American studies and minored in political science. 
Subsequently, he obtained a Ph.D in 2013 in policy studies in 
urban education. He feels that “UIC and the Honors College 
were just a natural fit” for him given his background. Dr. 
Lindsay researches how capoeira, a martial art with African 
and Brazilian roots, can empower students from disadvantaged 
socioeconomic backgrounds. His primary research site is a 
K-8 school on the south side of Chicago, where he investigates 
the ways racism impacts school systems and how educators 
can effect positive change. In addition, Dr. Lindsay is involved 
with tutoring initiatives and teaches students the music, self-
defense, and linguistic (Portuguese) aspects of capoeira.  

Here at UIC 
and in the Honors 
College, Dr. 
Lindsay is finding 
new ways to 
introduce students 
to capoeira and 
combat racism. 
Currently, Dr. 
Lindsay teaches 
Honors 101 and an 
Honors core class, 
The Art of Human 
Expression in 

the United States and Brazil, which examines the impact of 
race and racism on various artistic movements. According to 
Dr. Lindsay, his class “looks at poetry, music, and dance, and 
there’s a section that deals with knocking and kicking, a form 
of martial arts.”  The class emphasizes group collaborations and 
open, candid discussions surrounding race issues. Dr. Lindsay 
has observed his students as vocal and committed to speaking 
their minds, and says he would encourage Honors students 
to continue to be curious and pursue their viewpoints and 
interests. 

The Honors College welcomes Dr. Aleks Zarnitsyn as 
a new Post-Doctoral Fellow in Teaching and Mentoring for 
the 2013-2014 academic year. Dr. Zarnitsyn, however, is no 
stranger to the University of Illinois at Chicago, as he spent the 
past eight years here completing his Ph.D in philosophy. 

Dr. Zarnitsyn first came to UIC 
because he wanted to work with 
distinguished UIC philosophy professor 
Peter Hylton, who is one of the main 
authorities on the history of analytic 
philosophy. “I ended up studying not 
with [Professor Hylton] but Professor 
Marya Schechtman. My interests 
changed as I was taking courses as a 
graduate student,” said Dr. Zarnitsyn. “I 
got interested in personal identity, [the 
question of] what makes you who you are, and memory.”

Dr. Zarnitsyn’s research and personal interests both have 
influenced his decision to teach Honors core classes as a Post-
Doctoral Fellow. The applied philosophy course he is teaching 
this fall is called Environmental Humanities: Food and 
Philosophy. Dr. Zarnitsyn explained, “[In my class] philosophical 
techniques of argumentation and argument analysis are 
applied to the topic of food.” Some questions the class seeks to 
answer are: Can food be art? Should we eat animals? Is there 
a difference between natural foods and genetically modified 
foods? Dr. Zarnitsyn added, “[We examine] social and political 
issues that are related to food – globalization, its impact on 
other communities, and food deserts.”

Dr. Zarnitsyn is enjoying teaching. “[I want to] get 
students interested in thinking. I think we can live in a better 
community if we learn how to think critically and carefully 
about very basic things.”

Dr. Zarnitsyn also notes: “A lot of students that I’ve met 
[in the Honors College] seem to have very clear goals about 
what they want to do and are very motivated.” He believes 
his position as a Post-Doctoral Fellow gives him a “rare 
opportunity to get to know students better.” “In addition to 
teaching, my [goal] is to learn to be a better teacher and to 
learn from people around me and to learn as much as I can 
about the art of teaching.” 

INTRODUCING: The Honors College’s Two New Post-Doc Fellows

by Shreya Thakkar l Freshman, Biochemistry by Hannah Lee l Sophomore, Biochemistry

DR. VERNON LINDSAY: Breaking 
Racial and Socioeconomic 
Barriers with Martial Arts

DR. ALEKS ZARNITSYN: 
Applications of Philosophy to 
Food

Dr. Vernon Lindsay
(Photo by Abhinaya Konduru)

Dr. Aleks Zarnitsyn
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The process of embarking on a collegiate academic journey requires 
adolescents to leave their childhood behind them and enter society as young 
adults. Often times, this process is accompanied by adjustments, such as 
becoming financially independent, exploring personal interests, and taking the 
wheel when it comes to steering your future. Former Chicago Cubs baseball 
player Kerry Wood and his wife, Sarah, recognized this challenge, providing 
a scholarship for an incoming student at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
through their Wood Family Foundation. This scholarship, which provides full 
tuition, fees, assessments, books, room and board, and a laptop computer, 
gives freshman Gaby Santoyo the freedom to pursue her academic interests 
without having to shoulder the financial burden that often comes with the price 
of a college education. Santoyo attended Chicago Bulls College Preparatory 
Charter School and lives in the Lawndale neighborhood. She will be the first 
in her family to attend college, was a former three-sport athlete in high school, and is majoring 
in business. This scholarship opened many doors for her, more than she could have previously 
imagined. She humbly remarked, “I constantly worried about the financial burden college would 
have for my family since I am not the only child in my household.  In addition, I pondered about 
any sacrifices I would have to make in order to be able to pay for my education. Now, I am free, 
financially. In addition, someone is investing their time, money, and effort in my education.” Not 
only has this scholarship alleviated stress, but it has also motivated her to achieve on a higher level. 
Santoyo put it in perspective by paraphrasing the Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu: “My current actions 
will soon become my habits. Those habits will create my character. This character of mine that 
will develop becomes my destiny. This scholarship has helped me realize that everything I do will 
influence my future.” 

Summer break is the perfect 
time for students to branch out and 
gain professional experience through 
internships. Here at the Honors 
College we have many students that 
pursued internships this past summer. 
UIC Honors College student Eric 
Gehrke interned with InSPIRE Illinois, 
a non-profit company that is part of the 
Sivananthan Laboratories, a company 
that focuses on utilizing technology to 
implement new business strategies. Eric 
worked with other interns on revitalizing 
a biosensor, which detects pathogens in the air or water supplies. 
He also worked on developing the best way to build DIY solar 
kits that students could later put together themselves. Eric has 
said that he has gained much from this summer internship: 

“My internship gave me a great experience and skills that I 
will be able to use in the future whatever I may end up doing.” 

Junior finance major Kalpit Shah, an Honors College 
student interested in finance, also shared these sentiments 
regarding his summer internship at General Electric (GE) 
Capital. Kalpit was a financial planning and analysis intern 
in their Commercial Distribution Finance (CDF) division, 
which provides inventory financing solutions, service and 
intelligence to GE customers. As an intern, Kalpit developed 
reports, analyzed data, and researched industry information to 
make more educated future decisions. When asked about what 
he gained from this experience, Kalpit remarked, “I learned 
what is expected of employees in the corporate environment. 
I was able to network with tremendously successful people. It 
was very valuable to acquire new skills.” Both of these Honors 
College students had wonderful experiences, and show that 
internships are a great way to spend the summer!

Igniting the Fire: A Passion for 
Excellence through Scholarship

Summer Internships

by Maria Nakhasi l Sophomore, Biological Sciences

by Tania Alvarado l Sophomore, Political Science and Economics

H C A B  U p d a t e
The Honors College Advisory 
Board is very excited for the 
upcoming year! So far, the 
board has pulled off many 
successful events over the 
past few weeks. This includes 
the Freshman Picnic, New 
Student Convocation, the UIC 
Involvement Fair, and the 
Student-Faculty Luncheon. 
HCAB is pleased to say that 
they have many students 
who are interested in being 
involved in the Honors College 
this year. The current board had 
31 applicants for the Freshman 
Representative position, 
along with many applicants 
for the Honors College Ball 
Committee. A Halloween party 
is also in the works, to be 
hosted in the Honors College. 

Gaby at a whiffle 
ball tournament 
for the Wood 
Family Foundation.
(Photo by Kenny Kim)

Erik Gerkhe (bottom 
right) and his team of 
former and current UIC 
students hold a model 
of a solar circuit.
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Honors Academic Advisor and 
Program Specialist Stephanie O’Leary, 
who began work this past August, is the 
newest addition to the Honors College 
advising staff.  As an undergraduate at 
the University of Notre Dame, she was 
involved in student orientations and 
residence life but hadn’t yet realized her 
interest in advising. It took an excellent 
advisor and an anthropology of education 
class to help her settle on advising as 
a career. “[The class] was the third piece of the puzzle; it was 
toward the end of my time at Notre Dame and that’s when I 
knew I wanted to go into advising,” O’Leary explained. She 
pursued graduate studies in higher education at the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus. During this time, she 
pursued an internship and subsequent employment at the 
Division of General Studies where she advised students of 
all majors, an experience which prepared her to work with 

Honors College students now.
Working with Honors students has been a very rewarding 

experience for O’Leary. “One of the main reasons I wanted 
to go into academic advising was to work with students who 
are new to college and show them how different resources 
impact them,” she explained. That includes helping students 
recognize opportunities that may present themselves in novel 
ways. “Honors College students display a lot of initiative,” she 
said, “I think it’s fun to see what students can do beyond the 
classroom. Especially at a place like UIC where there are so 
many different opportunities available on campus and so many 
more opportunities in the immediate metropolitan area, I think 
it’s cool to see students take advantage of those resources and 
develop their own interests.”

She enjoys helping students along their educational 
journeys, and hopes to make a difference in the College. 
Stephanie O’Leary is a welcome addition to UIC, as her advising 
approach will prove beneficial for both students and the Honors 
College alike.

Spotlight On: Honors Seminar in Music Therapy

At a time when there is an increasing market demand for 
greater patient choice in health care services, understanding 
the nonpharmacological alternatives to pain management 
offered by music therapy is crucial in making the healthcare 
experience more inviting to patients.  Music Therapy and 
Music Medicine, an Honors seminar taught by board-certified 
music therapist Laura Pawuk, illustrates how music therapy 
can act as a powerful and non-invasive mode of treatment. 

Pawuk has been a practicing music therapist for fifteen 
years and currently works at Rainbow Hospice and Palliative 
Care in the greater Chicago area. She often pairs her voice 
with a harp, piano, or guitar in her music therapy sessions, and 
is trained to use different techniques depending on the needs 
and symptoms of the patient. The seminar focuses on how 
music therapy techniques provide holistic care by engaging 
our mind, emotions, body, and soul. Pawuk explained, “As 
human beings, our brains, our bodies, our spirits, and our 
emotions are primed for music.” Music influences human 
physiology on multiple levels—aiding in the reduction of 
pain, stress, and anxiety, as well as lowering blood pressure, 
reducing heart rate, and improving cardiac output. Moreover, 

the nonverbal pathway of 
music serves as a portal for 
bringing our subconscious 
thoughts, patterns, and 
emotions into consciousness, 
thereby enabling emotional 
wellbeing.

Every week students 
in the class observe or 
experience some benefits 
of music therapy. In one 
session, after surveying our 
stress and fatigue levels, 
Pawuk played the harp 
with accompanying lyrics 
to gently lull us into a music-focused relaxation. Almost 
instantly, my mind felt less cluttered and surprisingly serene. 
It was a truly transformative experience. 

This Honors seminar is a unique learning experience, 
inspiring students to explore new possibilities for healthcare.

by Monica Sharma l Sophomore, Biology

Stephanie O’Leary 

Introducing: Academic Advisor Stephanie O’Leary
by Renee Ronzone l Junior, Anthropology

Laura Pawuk 



7

PAP-Honors Freshman Welcome Week
by Ricardo Ramirez l Freshman, Industrial Engineering

The Honors College warmly welcomed the second generation of the President’s Award Program - Honors (PAP-H) 
students with Summer College, an enrichment week for scholarship recipients that the Honors College is able to host 
with support and collaboration from Campus Housing and ACCC. The scholarship recipients moved into James Stukel 
Towers two weeks prior to classes starting, and Summer College allowed for the group of 43 PAP-H Scholars and the 
Wood Family Foundation Scholar to immerse themselves into the UIC Honors College experience before attending their 
first set of college classes. 

As one of the PAP-Honors students that participated in this year’s Summer College, I remember entering James 
Stukel Towers on Sunday, August 11th and seeing the smiles of the four 
PAP-H Ambassadors that accompanied us throughout the week. Cristian 
Nuño, a PAP-H Ambassador, explained why he volunteered this year: “It 
was an honor to be able to give back any experience or advice that I 
learned as a freshman, as a first-generation PAP-H student, to the second 
generation of PAP-H students.” 

PAP-H students attended several academic seminars throughout 
the week, which exposed us to the wide variety of disciplines available 
at UIC. The seminars, which ranged from graphic design to biological 
sciences, were taught by premier UIC faculty, and enabled us to make 
informed decisions about the courses we would take this fall. Similar 
offerings were also available to all incoming freshmen through a variety 
of general Summer College programs in June and July.

The week also included 
sessions of Honors 101 to help us get to know our advisors and learn about 
the plethora of campus resources, opportunities for study abroad, and skills 
that are required to thrive in the Honors College. From time management to 
note-taking, our group developed these skills during the educational week.

Summer College also enriched our group socially and culturally with 
several expeditions off campus into downtown Chicago. Experiences like 
mingling with Dean Bottoms at her home, viewing the colorful fireworks 
at Navy Pier, and watching an early release of The Retrieval at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center fostered a community where we could not only focus 
on academics, but also make friends and explore the city. Summer College 
provided the perfect foundation for freshman psychology major and PAP-H 

student Kassandra Rodriguez. Although she was worried about starting school prior to Summer College, the rewarding 
week gave Kassandra “the opportunity to know UIC better before school actually started.” In addition, Summer College 
allowed her to develop socially as she made some great friends, and it took away some of the anxiety that she had about 
starting school. Nuño is also positive that the interaction that he had with the freshmen during Summer College was a 
constructive one. He remarks, “This experience made it possible for them to talk to me about anything that’s going on 
in their lives.”

After Summer College came to an end, we participated in Project LEAD and New Student Days the following 
week. For all the PAP-H students, Summer College was a memorable experience that previewed our four amazing and 
successful years at the Honors College.

The second generation of PAP-H students enjoys dinner at 
Dean Bottoms’s home after a week filled with classes and 
activities.

PAP-Honors students outside JST.

CheCk out the new ampersanD website:
ampersand.honors.uic.edu



8

LOUNGE TALK: Overheard in the Honors College
by Sankhya Amaravadi l Freshman, Anthropology

M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t
To  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f 

H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f,  a n d 
f a c u l t y,  t o  r e p o r t  o n  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e 
e v e n t s ,  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f o r u m  f o r 

s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  t o  s h a r e 
i n t e r e s t i n g   e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d 

o p i n i o n s ,  a l l  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f 
f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 

c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  a m o n g  t h e 
c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  t h e  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .

Like us on Facebook to find out about upcoming 
issues, new events, and how to get involved!

 www.facebook.com/UICAmpersand
Visit our webpage: 

ampersand.honors.uic.edu 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  B o a r d
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Avni Bavishi

EDITORS
Sarah Lee
Maria Nakhasi

L AYOUT EDITORS
Christine Lee
Shreya Thakkar

WEBMASTER
Rahul Patel 

GR ADUATE ASSISTANT & EDITORIAL ADVISOR
Jenn Hawe

HONORS COLLEGE STAFF ADVISOR
Sara Mehta

FACULT Y ADVISOR
Professor Mark Chiang

ADMINISTR ATIVE ADVISOR
Associate Dean Sara F. Hall

College is a place for exploration, 
studying, writing more essays than 
thought humanly possible, and socializing. 
The Honors College offers you plenty of 
opportunities to build lasting friendships 
and discover your interests through 
student organizations, fun activities, and 
various courses. Now that we live in the 
digital age, it is also easier than ever for us 
to communicate and connect with friends, 
and acquaintances can quickly become 
close companions and confidantes. The 
Ampersand asked students in the Honors 
College Student Lounge where they met 
most of their current friends. 

The pie chart above displays that a majority of Honors College students interviewed for this 
poll met their friends through classes or in residence halls.


