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After being offered a chance to work at the 
2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, as an 
intern for NBCUniversal, Cai O’Connell—a 
junior Russian and political science double 
major—was able to experience the world in 
ways that she had never before imagined. For 
three weeks in February, O’Connell served as a 
translator and Olympic guide.  While there, she 
also had the opportunity to see Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and meet US Olympians such as 
figure skater Gracie Gold and snowboarder Sage 
Kotsenburg.

Although O’Connell’s incredible experience 
just happened this year, the arduous and long road 
that culminated in this Olympic opportunity 
began in her full-immersion Russian classroom 
at the Illinois Math and Science Academy. After 
her time there, O’Connell continued her studies 
at Cornell College before transferring to UIC. 
These years of academic Russian language 
training gave her an advantage in the three-month 
long interview process that eventually earned 
her the NBCUniversal internship. In addition to 
O’Connell’s language skills, she brought relevant 
work experience to the job through her previous 
internships with the Tenth Congressional District 
Democrats and Obama for America.

As an Olympic guide, O’Connell witnessed a 
variety of intense sports, such as ski jumping and 
curling. She also learned a lot about international 
events management and control. She observed 
how the Russian government ensured security 
for all guests and personnel with a multitude of 
security guards and airport-like security checks, 
as well as the censorship of certain websites. 
O’Connell herself was in charge of the safety of 

over 200 guests at a time and used her knowledge 
of Russian to not only eliminate communication 
barriers, but also to better understand the local 
and international guests at Sochi.

On March 19th, O’Connell delivered 
a presentation called “Sports, Sexuality, and 
International Politics: Sochi 2014” at the UIC 
Daley Library. She gave a joint talk with Brittany 
James, a UIC alumna who interned at Sochi with 
the International Olympic and the International 
Paralympic Committees. O’Connell discussed 
her responsibilities and also commented on the 
treatment of LGBT people and LGBT rights 
activists that she witnessed in the wake of the 
recent passing of anti-gay legislature in Russia. 
She recalls that “inside the Olympic arena, 
[neither] the LGBT community, nor many other 
groups, were allowed to protest.”

O’Connell admits that her time at the 
Olympics was not always easy. However, as she 
hopes to someday work in an embassy in Foreign 
Service Management, she stands by everything 
she learned at Sochi: “The experience of working 
in intense situations was worth it.”
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by Rafid Rahman l Freshman, Biological Sciences

O’Connell meeting Team USA gold medalist in slopestyle 
snowboarding Sage Kotsenburg.
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This is an exciting time of year, as we see the culmination of a year’s hard work 

and dedication for all of the Honors students, faculty, and staff.  Every week, I receive 

news about our students’ achievements: Ponnu Padiyara received a Fulbright Award 

to teach English in Turkey; Basheer Subei was named a Barry Goldwater Honorable 

Mention; Nikhil Bommakanti was named a Whitaker International Fellow; and Student 

Trustee Danielle Leibowitz was named a Truman Finalist.  Neharika Akkoor and Bridget 

Hansen will spend their summers in India and Oman, respectively, through the U.S. 

Department of State Critical Languages Scholarship.  Others are deciding where to 

go for graduate and professional school, such as Hugh Vondracek, who has selected 

the University of Glasgow; Avni Bavishi, who will be attending Yale University; and 

Fransely Robles, who has selected Vanderbilt University from many offers including the 

University of Chicago, Harvard University, and others...the list goes on and on. 

Honors College students were again the campus leaders at the Annual Student 

Research Forum on April 8, where 80% of undergraduate presenters were Honors 

College students, including 11 of the 13 undergraduate award winners.  To further 

advance and recognize undergraduate student research, Honors College students 

and staff, in partnership with the University Library, are also launching the new 

Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Research Journal, an open-access peer-reviewed 

interdisciplinary journal to publish innovative work of undergraduate researchers.  

Students, visit https://iurj.honors.uic.edu to submit your research!

Special congratulations are also in order for our graduating seniors!  I invite 

everyone to join me at the Honors College Convocation on May 7 at 7 p.m. in the UIC 

Forum to recognize and celebrate the many accomplishments of the Class of 2014.  We 

are honored to host Illinois’ 38th Governor, Jim Edgar, as our keynote speaker.  

Finally, I would like to thank and congratulate this year’s Ampersand student 

writers, editors, and faculty and staff advisors on their outstanding work this year, 

especially Editor-in-Chief Avni Bavishi and Editors Sarah Lee, Maria Nakhasi, Alvin 

George, and Hannah Lee.  

Best wishes for a happy and productive summer!

Bette L. Bottoms
Dean and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs
Professor of Psychology

a note from
Dean Bottoms
Dear Honors Community,

Events
2014 Honors College Convocation

May 7, 2014 @ 7:00 PM

Both of our 
children are in the 
Honors College 
and we believe 
that this has 
allowed them 
to experience 
college in a small setting while still 
being at a big school. It has been a great 
environment to encourage their ambitions. 
Our daughter Rhea is graduating this year 
and will pursue a Masters in Public Health 
degree while applying to medical school. 
She was also able to study abroad in Italy 
last summer with the help of Honors 
College scholarships. Our son Sachin seeks 
to practice law and has found internship 
opportunities through the Honors College. 
Overall, we are proud of our children and 
the education they have received through 
UIC.

Mahesh and Purnima Patel
Parents of: 

Rhea Patel, Senior, Biological Sciences & Psychology  
Sachin Patel, Sophomore, Biological Sciences & History

Congratulations to the Honors College 
Advisory Board members for 2014-2015!

President: Shivam Thakkar
Vice President: Michael Durrant

Secretary: Elizabeth Stark
Treasurer: Neha Chandan

Members:

HC AB Update

Parent Corner

Danya Aceves
Sanjana Anil

Kirthi Bellamkonda
Chandni Patel

Jay Patel

Aayush Shah
Polatip Subanajouy

Richard Walsh
Marlena Wojcik
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Scalpel to Escalpelo: 
UIC Student Presents to IES Abroad Board of Directors
by Avni Bavishi l Sophomore, Biological Sciences

The summer after 
his first year at UIC, Jinit 
Desai had the experience 
of a lifetime. Through 
the UIC Study Abroad 
Office, Desai joined 
the Institute for the 
International Education 
of Students Abroad (IES 
Abroad) Health Studies 
Program in Santiago, 
Chile. Following this 
seven-week experience 
in 2012, Desai was 
invited to present at a series of IES Abroad events.

Last semester, Desai presented at an IES Abroad all-staff meeting 
followed by an alumni reception. After these two outstanding 
presentations, Desai—a third-year neuroscience major—was given 
the opportunity to present to the IES Abroad Board of Directors on 
February 8 at their headquarters in Chicago.

Desai spoke to the board—which included IES Abroad 
President and CEO Dr. Mary Dwyer, a former faculty member at 

the UIC College of Medicine and a former Executive Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Research—about many aspects of his study abroad 
experience. He gave special focus to two classes he took in Chile: 
Spanish for Health Care Practitioners and a Clinical Observations 
Seminar. He was able to learn about the Chilean health care system, 
observe medical procedures, and experience the dichotomy between 
the rush of an emergency ward and the quiet of a hemodialysis unit. 
These varying experiences helped Desai realize that “aspiring to be 
an ordinary physician was no longer sufficient.” 

Desai feels that studying abroad is a great way to experience 
growth during college and beyond, helping to bring cultural 
competency to future medical professionals. “Especially for pre-
medical students, it’s easy to cultivate a particular mindset when 
you’re just taking your required classes,” he explains. 

Seeking to further expand his outlook, Desai also travelled to 
Costa Rica last summer through the UIC Study Abroad Office. He 
plans on returning to Chile this upcoming summer for a volunteer 
project with Voluntarios de la Esperanza Global (VE Global), an 
organization that brings volunteers to work with at-risk Chilean 
children. Desai realizes that he never would have sought out these 
experiences if not for that first trip: “Studying abroad will force you 
to seek out opportunities and broaden your horizons.”

Seeking Solutions: A Discussion on Diabetes
by Aesha Talia l Freshman, Biological Sciences

On February 19, the Honors College sponsored a special 
interactive seminar for students led by Dr. Jose Oberholzer 
which aimed to foster the brainstorming of cross-disciplinary 
solutions for the diabetes epidemic within the United States. Dr. 
Oberholzer—a Professor of Surgery, Endocrinology and Diabetes, 
and Bioengineering at the UIC School of Medicine—also serves 
as the Director of the Islet and Pancreas Transplant Program 
and the Chief of the Division of Transplantation in addition to  
leading the Chicago Diabetes Project, an international coalition 
of scientists who conduct research in the hopes of discovering a 
cure for diabetes. 

Dr. Oberholzer facilitated this innovative Honors College 
seminar to challenge students to analyze the societal effects of 
the diabetes pandemic and to understand the importance of 
leadership and involvement from people of various sectors in 
working to solve this public health crisis. 

Students from several majors attended the seminar. Simbiat 
Olayiwola, a senior majoring in biochemistry, says she attended 
because she wanted to learn more about the diabetes epidemic. 
Olayiwola notes that “Some of what I discovered [during the 
lecture] truly amazed me.” One of the things that Dr. Oberholzer 

discussed during the 
seminar was the possibility 
of using surgery to treat 
diabetes. Olayiwola also 
enjoyed  engaging with 
students who held different 
ideas and perspectives.

Sergio Villasenor, an 
industrial design major, 

also attended the seminar to 
learn more about diabetes. 

Villasenor’s views broadened as he listened to Dr. Oberholzer:  
“An interesting thing [I learned] was that diabetes [is] prevalent 
in poorer areas with no walkways [and in] high crime areas 
where people are less likely to walk. This leaves us with possible 
solutions for redesigning city layouts.”  Olayiwola adds, “[There 
is] the common belief that the consumption of excessive sugary 
foods leads [to] diabetes. This is not always true since genetics, 
habits, environmental [factors], and immune status all play a role 
in the development of the disease.”

Dr. Jose Oberholzer leads a discussion on 
diabetes.

Jinit Desai in Chile.
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Capstone Focus: A Dimensional End to Senior Year
by Sanjana Anil l Sophomore, Biological Sciences & Communication

For UIC senior Melissa Romeo, the 
Honors Capstone project is more than just 
an assignment.  Romeo—who is majoring in 
art history with a minor in psychology—is 
situating her Capstone project as the basis for 
future exploration. 

The Art History course AH 160: “Trends 
in International Contemporary Art Since 
1960” inspired her to formulate her project 
around Andrea Fraser, a performance artist who created pieces 
that analyze the intimate physical relationships among humans. In 
engaging with Fraser’s work, Romeo decided to use psychoanalysis 
to examine the dichotomy between expectations of the emotions 
involved in physical relationship and the reality of today’s society.  
As a result, Romeo has begun to see art as an incorporation of many 
fields that go far beyond what meets the eye.

Romeo’s Capstone represents “personal progression” and 
a contemporary twist on her passion for Italian Renaissance Art.  

Her project presently consists of conducting research on Fraser 
as Romeo attempts to determine whether the artist explores 
questions of physical alienation or hope resulting from societal 
expectations of physical relationships. Romeo thanks her Fellow 
Professor Hannah Higgins, her Capstone Supervisor Dr. Elise 
Archias, and the Honors College for assisting her throughout the 
development of her Capstone. Both her Supervisor and her Fellow 
helped Romeo select her Capstone topic and continue to support 
her by giving her feedback every step of the way. They make sure 
that her project has a concrete focus, and ultimately have helped 
her make it her own.

Romeo is currently working at an art gallery—which has also 
influenced her Capstone project—and she hopes to establish a career 
in art therapy.  Romeo wants to have an impact on other students 
before she leaves UIC and encourages them to use their Capstone 
projects as a springboard, one that is “ongoing, accelerated, [and] 
forever expanding [an] idea that may someday become their life.”  

Melissa Romeo

Focus on a Fellow: Professor Kathryn Engel
by Shreya Thakkar l Freshman, Biochemistry

The diversity of the student body is one of the main reasons 
why Psychology lecturer Kathryn Engel—who has been at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago for the past thirty-two years—
loves UIC. Engel has always been highly involved with both her 
department and the Honors College through her engagement 
with students. She earned her Master’s degree and completed all 
coursework for her doctorate in clinical psychology at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and currently serves as the Director 
of Internships in the Applied Psychology Program. Under her 
thirteen years of guidance, this program has nearly tripled in size. 

Engel’s academic interests lie primarily in applied field 
research and program evaluation—including preventive programs 
for couples and families. Engel and her students work in sensitive 
areas of applied psychology such as child abuse, after-school 
programs, veterans’ affairs, and detention centers. She prefers 
research that is not centered “in [the] lab making theories, but 
rather answers questions that are important to [apply in] the field.” 

In addition to research, Engel teaches classes such as ‘Field 
Work in Applied Psychology’ and directs a special applied 
psychology program in which students take a few additional courses 
on topics such as clinical interviewing and clinical interventions. 

In an advising capacity, Engel regularly meets with students 
to narrow down their top choices for research sites out of a list 
of community partners. She tailors her advice based on what the 
student wants to do after graduation—whether they want to go to 
graduate school, apply for the Fulbright, join the Peace Corps, etc. 

“For example,” Engel explains, 
“students who want to join the 
Peace Corps [would ideally] have 
experience with very difficult 
problems, emotional trauma, 
urban disparities, culturally 
adapting interventions.” 

Along with advising 
students on internships, 
Engel dedicates much of her 

advising time to her Honors College students who often complete 
capstone projects based on research previously done in the field 
with service-learning partners. One such project was at a preschool 
for Latina girls and involved the creation of cultural intervention 
programs. Engel says, “I consider my research as well as my role 
in the Honors College [to be] the same thing. Many students utilize 
their fieldwork projects as their Honors College Capstone thesis. 
In some years I have supervised [between] six to nine Capstones.” 

In the past, Engel served on Honors College committees 
to review eligibility for scholarships. “I participate in the 
admissions [interview process] each and every year because I 
enjoy recruiting the best [students] for UIC,” Engel says. “Even 
in my community service, I am always looking for opportunities 
for Honors College students [that will] allow me to strengthen 
partnerships at sites where we have Honors College interns as 
well as forge new relationships for more internship opportunities.” 

Professor Kathryn Engel (center) 
with students at the Fall Research 
Symposium.
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HON 401 Helps Bring Out the Leader in You

An Innovative New “Introduction to Research” Seminar

by Francisca Corona l Sophomore, English

by Rafid Rahman l Freshman, Biological Sciences

Starting this spring, the Honors College introduced a new 
advanced Honors seminar—HON 401: Leadership, an extension 
of a previous seminar—that focuses on fostering leadership among 
Honors College students. Taught by Department of Managerial 
Studies Associate Professor Jenny Hoobler, the course guides 
students through leadership theory, research, and practice while 
attempting to uncover each student’s authentic leadership style. “I 
really want to get the point across to students that leaders come in 
all shapes, sizes, and variations,” says Professor Hoobler.

With guest speakers from organizations and businesses based 
in the Chicago area, students see first-hand how great leaders can 
be found in their own communities and are encouraged to tap into 
insights of leadership roles and perspectives. From leaders like 
Alderman Jason Ervin to the President and CEO of the Women’s 
Business Development Center Emilia Dimenco, the guest speakers 
fall nothing short of inspirational. 

The three credit-hour course also gives students the time 
and opportunity to allow them to discover their own leadership 
potential. The class uses multi-factor leadership questionnaires to 
assess leadership potential and determine areas where students can 
improve. “I think it’s really important for students at this level to 
get that professional development and feedback,” states Professor 
Hoobler. 

Students’ professional development goes far beyond these 
assessments. Students also submit an article to a student academic 
journal of their choosing on a topic related to leadership towards 
the end of the semester. 

Professor Hoobler feels 
that her students are very 
interested and engaged in 
the class and adds that the 
chance for students to discuss 
their research questions is 
mutually beneficial. “That 
kind of environment where 
students are contributing and 
I’m sharing research that I 
really care about with them 
completely summarizes why I 
do this,” says Professor Hoobler. 
“It really gives me an intellectual charge to be able to do that. It’s 
the perfect environment for me, and I hope the students have 
benefitted from that as well.”

Professor Hoobler hopes to continue teaching this seminar, 
bringing in more community leaders who can inspire and help 
develop leaders among all Honors College students. 

This spring semester the Honors College 
offered a new, innovative HON 201 seminar 
to introduce research to students who may 
not be able to take a research methods course 
in their own majors. As the instructor of 
HON 201: “Introduction to Research and 
Critical Thinking”, Dr. David McKirnan 
presented critical analyses of the scientific 
method to Honors College students. 
Dr. McKirnan—who has over 25 years of experience teaching 
psychology and performing his own research on health behavior and 
HIV—has noticed that some courses focus too much on “techniques 
and definitions;” for this reason, he designed this class to focus more 
on the general conceptual basis of articulating research questions, 
developing hypotheses, and gathering and evaluating evidence. 

Studies of current college graduates show that they have 
not achieved the same levels of critical thinking abilities as prior 
generations did during their undergraduate education. To address 
this issue, Dr. McKirnan worked with Honors College Dean Bette 
Bottoms and Associate Dean Hui-Ching Chang on developing a 
critical thinking class centered on scientific research that could teach 

“thinking as much as content.” He hopes that someday this class will 
be integrated as one of the core Honors College courses, which he 
feels are indispensable for dynamic thinkers. 

Dr. McKirnan believes that all UIC students should be able 
to analyze information and become sophisticated thinkers able to 
intelligently scrutinize their learning. Eventually students should be 
able to partake in scholarly conversations with professors and ask them 
how they support their content with evidence. He wants students 
to learn skills to be able to think critically about any problem—no 
matter the discipline—and to be able to gather and analyze evidence 
to test the validity of that idea. 

This HON 201 course also teaches students about maximizing 
their research potential in regards to how to navigate the Institutional 
Review Board, find research funding, and work with professors 
and research mentors. Dr. McKirnan’s primary role in the Honors 
College is teaching and he is “continuously impressed” with Honors 
students’ discussions, feedback, and projects (e.g. the Honors 
Capstone, which he has mentored several times). Through his long 
and varied involvement with research and Honors students, Dr. 
McKirnan has come to appreciate the Honors College as one of 
UIC’s greatest strengths.

Scott Dikkers, founding editor of The 
Onion, spoke to UIC students as part 
of the HON 401 Leadership Seminar.
Photo courtesy of Scott Dikkers

Professor McKirnan
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Honors College Senior Feature

Studying abroad was one of my favorite 

memories of my undergraduate years. There 

is nothing compared to the independence 

and knowledge you find when exploring the 

world and seeing new things.

Rhea Patel

From this campus, I’m only a train ride 

away from a whole new world, Chicago. I’m 

going to miss all the little adventures, but it’s 

time to start my biggest one yet: life itself.

Arjun Arya

I’m going to miss the Honors 

College. UIC has been far more 

than what I came in expecting it to 

be, becoming the most important, 

positive influence on my life. My 

four years here have seen me become 

fiercely proud of being [in the Honors 

College], where it was OK to be a 

nerd! It is where I made some of 

my strongest friendships. It is where 

I met my fiancée (Jenny Sampras, 

Psychology 2014). And it offered up 

mentors who have guided me as I’ve 

become a man confident and driven 

to make change in the world.

Hugh Vondracek

My journey at UIC consisted of tears, chocolate, coffee, and hugs…

Thanks to all the faculty and students of the Gender and Women’s 

Studies department! A huge shout out to my Honors College chosen 

family! I will miss advising appointments, sleeping in the college, 

mentoring freshman, free food, and all of the amazing opportunities 

that the College made possible for me.

Robles

The UIC Honors College–its lounge, pantry, 

and quiet study–have become a second home 

for me. The past four years I have made 

friendships, learned, debated, and improved 

myself just by meeting like-minded individuals. 

The Honors College is my second home and 

will forever remain that way.

Lukasz Adamczyk

From my first bleak meltdown after not getting the 

classes I wanted my freshman year and scrambling 

to fill my schedule with random classes that I later 

wholeheartedly enjoyed, to constantly smiling 

and stressing to keep myself alive, I’ve learned the 

wonders of unpredictability. As unpredictable as the 

future can be, I can at least control who I am. And 

for what it’s worth, I’m content with that.

Milie Fang
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Honors College Senior Feature

The past four years I have been eating, 

breathing, and sleeping “Honors College.” 

People in the College have become more 

than just faculty, staff, and students to 

me—they have become family. It makes 

me sad to leave because the Honors 

College has provided me with so much 

support over the years. I am definitely 

going to miss this place! Also, my funniest 

memory is crying in Dean Williams’ 

office at 9AM my sophomore year 

because I got a B. #oops #sorrynotsorry

Helen Sweiss

From orientation to graduation, I [have been] proud to be a 

member of the Honors College family and grateful to have 

connected so well with everyone. Being a member of the 

Honors College is what truly made my experience at UIC 

so successful and loving. The support I received from staff, 

specifically Eliza and Jerry, and friends, like Ryan Muench 

and Paldin Yousef, in the Honors College has guided me to 

where I am now and has provided the assurance that I can 

continue to succeed in all my future endeavors.

Angie Youssef

I’m going to miss the Honors 

College. UIC has been far more 

than what I came in expecting it to 

be, becoming the most important, 

positive influence on my life. My 

four years here have seen me become 

fiercely proud of being [in the Honors 

College], where it was OK to be a 

nerd! It is where I made some of 

my strongest friendships. It is where 

I met my fiancée (Jenny Sampras, 

Psychology 2014). And it offered up 

mentors who have guided me as I’ve 

become a man confident and driven 

to make change in the world.

Hugh Vondracek

I will miss hanging out in the Honors College lounge, 

early-morning cups of fresh hot coffee in the kitchen, 

reading [Lounge Talk] in the Ampersand and the very 

silent and comfortable [Quiet Study]. I will also miss the 

occasional late-night study groups … at Idea Commons 

with soda cans and lots of cookies! 

Simbiat Olayiwola
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Scholarships & Recognition
Nationally Competitive Awards
Fulbright Award: Lea Crawley and Ponnu Padiyara
Lea Crawley has been awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student Award to Korea to teach English. Lea is a senior in history and anthropology. 
She previously studied abroad in Morocco and won an Honors College Flaherty scholarship to support her studies. Lea also served 
as Senior Resident Assistant for Global Learning in Campus Housing and was a member of the Global Learning Community and the 
Trade Winds International Friendship Program.
Ponnu Padiyara has been awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student Award to Turkey. Ponnu, a senior biology and psychology double 
major, will teach English at a Turkish university. In Turkey she hopes to utilize her background in environmental health and raise 
public awareness about water pollution. Ponnu was also inducted into the UIC Activities Honor Society in 2013 and served as 
Undergraduate Student Government President.
Whitaker International Fellowship: Nikhil Bommakanti
Nikhil Bommakanti, a senior in the UIC Honors College majoring in bioengineering, will receive the a prestigious Whitaker 
International Fellowship Award to support his graduate studies overseas. The $10,000 award will go towards funding a DPhil in 
Engineering Sciences at the University of Oxford. Bommakanti’s long-term goal is to head a biomedical engineering laboratory.  
The Whitaker program supports biomedical engineering students from U.S. institutions to study biomedical engineering abroad 
for one semester or an academic year.
Critical Languages Scholarship: Bridget Hansen and Neharika Akhoor
The Critical Languages Scholarship is a program of the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, which 
offers intensive summer language institutes in thirteen critical foreign languages. This award enables students to study language in 
intensive programs during the summer of 2014.
• Honors College senior in philosophy, Neharika Akkoor, won a CLS to study Hindi in Jaipur, India.
• Honors College junior in anthropology and history, Bridget Hansen, won a CLS to study Arabic in Nizwa, Oman. 
Goldwater Honorable Mention: Basheer Subei
UIC Honors College student Basheer Subei has been named a 2014 Barry Goldwater Honorable Mention. Basheer, a junior in 
bioengineering, is one of fourteen students in Illinois to receive an honorable mention. He plans to attain a doctorate degree in 
bioengineering and hopes to conduct research in computational neuroscience and neural engineering.
Gilman Scholarship: Paulina Struk
UIC Honors College student Paulina Struk has been awarded a Gilman Scholarship to fund her spring 2014 study abroad in Sydney, 
Australia. Paulina is a junior in neuroscience. The Gilman is a nationally competitive study abroad scholarship for students who 
receive the Pell grant.
Truman Finalist: Danielle Leibowitz
UIC Honors College student Danielle Leibowitz has been named as one of six 2014 Truman Finalists for the state of Illinois. Danielle 
is a Teaching of Mathematics major. The Truman Scholarship is a nationally competitive award funding graduate school for students 
who demonstrate achievement in leadership, academics and public service.
Phi Kappa Phi: Julianne Faust
UIC Honors College alum Julianne Faust has been awarded the Phi Kappa Phi Love of Learning award. Julianne, a former psychology 
major and recipient of the Fulbright award, is currently a research assistant at University of Chicago Hospitals. The Love of Learning 
award supports post-baccalaureate studies and career development opportunities.
Delta Phi Alpha: Kerry Gawne & Jeffrey Saba
UIC Honors College student Kerry Gawne has been awarded the Delta Phi Alpha Senior Scholarship, an award annually given to the 
most outstanding student of German studies in the country. Kerry has also been named alternate for the Poland Fulbright Research 
Grant. Kerry is a senior in Germanic studies, with interests in migration and intercultural relations.
UIC Honors College student Jeffrey Saba was awarded one of two 2012-13 Delta Phi Alpha scholarships, which he used to study in 
Berlin. Jeffrey has also been awarded a DAAD Graduate Scholarship for further study in Germany after graduation. Jeffrey is a senior 
double majoring in anthropology and Germanic studies.
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Scholarships & Recognition
Honors College & UIC Recognitions
Honors College Research Grants: 
Palwasha Ahmed, Melpomeni Arianas, Alessandra Arreola, Salma 
Ayaz, Medine Ayhan, Muhammed Baig, Alexander Brinlee, 
Humberto Calero, Carolyn Cao, Ashley Cha, Alison Chen, 
Sophia Chen, Kevin Chung, Nicole Collins, Dulce Diaz, Kelsey 
Dipietro, Taylor Duke, Milie Fang, Spencer Fang, Safa Farid, 
Aimee Fizor, Marisa Florkowski, Victoria Gavaghan, Odmaa 
Grammenos, Paul Houmpavlis, Katherine Jarboe, Dhairya 
Jarsania, Emil Joseph, Johnwesly Kanagaraj, Raheel Kapadia, 
Karan Kerwell, Shahzaib Khan, Brian Kim, Ulana Kuryluk, 
Hannah Lee, Jonathan Lee, Samuel Lee, Donald Lei, Jeff Li, Kevin 
Li, Karyna Mangusheva, James McGinty, Augusta Mikalauskaite, 
Sandy Mo, Maryam Muhammad, Jonathan Nazari, Tien Nguyen, 
Vivian Oyegunle, Elizabeth Page, Matthew Pasko, Palak Patel, 
Rahul Patel, Rhea Patel, Sebastian Pernal, Matthew Pezley, Truc 
Phan, James Pinkl, Pranusha Pinna, Mena Poonaki, Courtney 
Quigley, Neha Rao, Andrew Reichard, Fransely Robles, Nataliya 
Rokhmanova, Jennifer Salgado, Ryan Salzman, Stephen Seibert, 
Hirali Shah, Neal Shah, Monica Sharma, Sean Suastegui, Talat 
Suleiman, Jennifer Tai, Kevin Tam, Nadah Tlemat, Zubair Vhora, 
Lekui Xia, Ayden Zarkhah, Eric Zhuang 
CEO Scholarship for Women in Engineering: 
Mariya Atanasov, senior in industrial engineering
Dean’s Scholarship for Study Abroad, Spring 
Program:  Rohan Patel, junior in Biochemistry–South Korea; 
Paulina Struk, sophomore in Biochemistry–Australia
Flaherty Scholarship for Study Abroad, Spring 
Program: Kari Xiao, senior in Biochemistry–Denmark; 
Ariunaa Bayanjargal, junior in Biological Sciences–Denmark; 
Jesse Gerringer, senior in Bioengineering– Canada
Mark A. Wyatt Award:  Chizelle Onochie
Honors College Alumni Association Scholarship:  
Sagar Shah
Sally and Kevin Desouza Family Scholarship: 
Andrew Erickson
Sister Dorothy Drobis Award:  Danielle Leibowitz
Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship:  Daniel Lankenau and 
Kayla White
Van Hecke & Baechle Student Award: 
Ashley Tolliver 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship: Angela 
Betancourt, Osamah Hasan, Sharice Hill, Ariel Jordan, Fransely 
Robles, Vivian Sandoval, Admasu Wongmagegn

HCAB Scholarships: Avni Bavishi and Annie Li   
Phi Eta Sigma Inductees: 
Masera Ahmed, Sankhya Amaravadi, Sanjana Anil, Maria Arianas, 
Jasper Marc Bondoc, Jeslyn Chamakalayil Joseph, James Chang, 
Jason Chung, Paulina Ciupinski, Charis Crayton, Narcis 
Danciu, Elise Debruyn, Preet Dhillon, Anandu Dileep, Victoria 
Eickelberg, Cyprianna Estrada, Angelica Gallegos, Daniela 
Girotti, Allison Giuffre, Ashima Gupta, Rand Hashim, Maribell 
Heredia, Kyrsten Hoffman, Marienne Ignacio, Iriz Ilumin, 
Saadiya Jabbar, Kevin Jacob, Sara Kadineh, Jessica Lee, Brandon 
Licuanan, Anthony Madrigal, Christine Massie, Kylie Mena, 
Shannon Menard, Jessica Ojeda, Andrea Kristin Origenes, 
Johanna Papanikolla, Harshit Patel, Himanee Patel, Vaidehi Patel, 
Matthew Persson, Jesse Pukshansky, Ricardo Ramirez, Heidi 
Rausch, Kassandra Rodriguez, Beny Romo, Alejandro Ruiz, 
Joseph Sahagun, Hamza Saifuddin, Amatul Salam, Nick Salerno, 
Angela Sazon, Anjali Shah, Wasuwat Siewsrichol, Savannah 
Soppet, Katherine Soprych, Breyauna Spencer, Elizabeth Stark, 
Tiana Stephens, Alyssa Straits, Patrick Tam, Michael Tremeski, 
Sarra Wahdan, Adrian Wierzchowski, Susan Zhao

Student Publications
Congratulations to all students who have published their research 
in the past year, including: 
Reetu Dave (2011) and Gretchen Kemner (2012)
Article title: “Excusing Murder?  Conservative Jurors’ 
Acceptance of the Gay-panic Defense”
Hugh Vondracek
Article title: “A Single Raised Hand: Prospects for Peace in the 
Sudanese Rivalry”

Summer is the best time to get started on your Fulbright appli-
cation! The Fulbright Scholarship sends students abroad for 
a program of study, research or to teach English for a year in the 
fall of 2015. You must have your bachelor’s degree before you 
leave and the UIC deadline is Sept. 12. For a Fulbright Full Grant, 
you put together a plan of study or research that would take 10-
12 months to perform. Proposals can include classes, research 
projects, library work, observations, training in the creative arts, 
surveys, lab work - in short, anything that would help you study 
or learn more about your proposed topic. The English Teaching 
Assistantship (ETA) offers the chance to teach English for a year 
in another country. Past scholars have considered their Fulbright 
an experience of a lifetime. Please direct Full Grant questions to 
Beth Powers at bpowers@uic.edu and ETA questions to Sheena 
Miller at sheena@uic.edu. They are available all summer long to 
help you prepare a great application.
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For future doctors, the importance of healthy populations 
cannot be overstated; it is because of this that UIC’s Health Activism 
Committee (HAC) works towards creating a healthier Chicago. 
HAC is one of several committees that work within UIC’s Society 
of Future Physicians —an Honors College student organization 
that prepares members for the medical field. HAC consists of 
two programs that reach out to the local community: the Social 
Outreach Program (SOP) and the Health Education Program 
(HEP). 

The Social Outreach Program (SOP), headed by sophomore 
biochemistry major Collin Langer, is in its first year. SOP hopes 
to create an online application that will help community college 
students make better choices regarding health care. The majority 
of last semester was devoted to getting members familiar with 
the Affordable Care Act and contacting local community colleges. 
“We are currently setting up a focus group for Truman College and 
potentially Malcolm X College soon after. These focus groups are 
being used to see what community college students know, think, 
and want to know about the Affordable Care Act,” Langer explains. 
In addition to expanding within the local community, SOP also 
brought its project to the Clinton Global Initiative University 
Conference held from March 21 to March 23 in Arizona. 

Also part of HAC is the Health Education Program (HEP). 

Led by junior biology 
and psychology 
major Chandni Patel, 
members educate local 
high school students 
on topics including 
nutrition, drugs, 
mental health, and 
sex education. The 
program was instituted 
in April 2011 and 
encourages members 
to create their own 
presentations on health education issues. In April, members of 
HEP presented their projects at Clemente High School. 

Sophomore biology major and HEP member Maria Nakhasi 
describes the progress they have made: “We wanted to make the 
curriculum more engaging and the students have really responded 
well. We are very excited about the innovative improvements that 
have been made to the presentations.” Members of the Society of 
Future Physicians are encouraged to take part in one or both of these 
programs and help make an impact on their local communities.

Email uic.hc.sfp@gmail.com for more information. 

Community Health Check: UIC Students Implement Health Education Initiatives
by Shilpa Kolachina l Freshman, Bioengineering

One of the Health Education Program’s 
initiatives in action 

On the surface bassoons and biology 
don’t seem to go together, but that doesn’t 
bother Philip Schorsch. The sophomore 
biology major has played the bassoon for 
three years now and is a member of the 
UIC Concert Band. His favorite part of 
being a band member is observing how all 
the different instruments compliment each 
other to create beautiful music. Schorsch’s 
love for observing how complex, complete 
processes are derived from smaller, simple 
pieces also explains his passion for biology: 
“I like the complexity and the fact [that] it’s 
about life.”

In addition to being a member of 
the UIC Concert Band, Schorsch is 
actively involved in the Honors College. 
As an Honors Ambassador he is an extra 
resource for first-year students, serving as a mentor and lending 
his trained ears for when they have questions. “When you’re in 
band, you have to pay particular attention to other instruments,” 

Schorsch continues, “[That idea] transfers over to 
listening to other people.” 

In addition to honing his leadership skills, 
being at the Honors College has provided him 
with opportunities he knows he wouldn’t find 
anywhere else. “At UIC, the class sizes are really 
big and [students sometimes aren’t able to 
connect frequently with their professors], so you 
get a better sense of community in the Honors 
College.” 

However, balancing the time commitments 
of playing an instrument and being an Ambassador 
can be tough; Schorsch makes schedules in order 
to maintain focus. He’s planning to go through 
the pre-pharmacy track in preparation for 
pharmacy school and is also considering assisting 
his fellow, Dr. Seungpyo Hong, with research in 
biopharmaceuticals.  But he has no plans to set 

down the bassoon any time soon. Schorsch is looking forward to 
more musical opportunities at UIC as he continues his studies in 
the field of life.

What Do Bassoons and Biology Have in Common?
by Renee Ronzone l Junior, Anthropology 

Philip Schorsch, a member of the UIC 
Concert Band, pictured with his bassoon
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As undergraduate students delve into their prospective fields, 
they sometimes take for granted the basic skills that helped them 
get there—knowing how to solve an equation for x, for example, 
or understanding the grammatical difference between “and” and 
“or.”  To many students, these are basic concepts that they use every 
day almost without thinking about them. But often, explaining the 
simplest things can prove to be difficult. What exactly is a chemical, 
and why must I end this sentence with a question mark? These are 
the types of concepts that New Life Volunteering Society (NLVS) 
tutors try to tackle. 

NLVS is a program in which UIC students tutor children in 
grades K-12. Evening tutoring sessions take place in Room 220 in 
Burnham Hall after tutees’ classes have ended. Sessions typically 
last for two hours. Tutors start by helping the children with their 
homework—things like filling in vocabulary blanks or writing 
an essay about their favorite country. Then the tutors walk them 
through any topic they are having trouble understanding. Some 
tutors may struggle with this kind of situation, but NLVS tutors 
are encouraged to patiently work with the tutees until they are able 
to find solutions to the problems themselves. Such patience stems 
perhaps from the fact that all tutors are students themselves, so 
they know how difficult it can be to learn a new concept for the 
first time. 

Parents and tutors alike consider NLVS tutoring to be a 
successful program. Christina Y.—a mother of two children 
(Michael and Michelle) who both attend NLVS sessions—says that 
she started bringing her kids to NLVS because private tutoring 
didn’t seem to be working for them. So far, she is satisfied with 
NLVS: “I noticed that Michelle’s reading and writing skills have 
obviously improved. Michael’s reading and writing skills also 
definitely improved.”   She hopes that her children’ skills and 
understanding of concepts will continue to develop with the aid of 
their NLVS tutors.

New Life Volunteering Society: Teaching the Basics
by Sagar Dommaraju l Freshman, Mathematics

Lakshmi Andra, a NLVS tutor, teaches a young student

Everyone has a different view of the city we live in: some people 
think of the iconic skyline, some think of politics and corruption, 
and some think of that smell on the CTA. The new CNN miniseries 
Chicagoland seeks to investigate several complex facets—from 
the mayor’s office to gang violence to community activism and 
advocacy—of one of America’s biggest cities.

Students from the Honors College were able to attend an 
invitation-only advance screening for the first episode of this 
new series at the Bank of America Theater on March 4. Cristian 
Nuno, a sophomore double major in economics and urban and 
public affairs, was “amazed by the amount of local [leaders] in the 
theater. All around me there were local newscasters and journalists, 
surrounded by Chicago Police Department officers.” Nuno ended 
up seated next to Chief of Police Gary McCarthy. 

The first episode showcased Rahm Emanuel’s efforts to 
improve the school systems in some of the Chicago neighborhoods 
most affected by violence. The show followed the actions of 
McCarthy, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, and Principal Elizabeth Dozier 
of Fenger Academy High School during the time when fifty-three 
Chicago Public Schools were closed. 

“It was refreshing to watch something that was [so] 

informational about our city,” junior economics major David Klein 
said about the screening. “CNN did a great job in presenting both 
sides of the story.” Nuno concurred, saying that “it was clear that 
the show was using Chicago as a platform to showcase the struggles 
that every American city is going through.” 

The Chicagoland series has eight episodes, all presented with 
a documentary feel while exposing the relevant and emotional 
stories of this beautiful city. Keep an eye out for Honors College 
announcements for more opportunities and great experiences like 
this one. 

CNN’s Take on Chicagoland
by Shannon Keane l Sophomore, Communication & English

Honors College students attended an invitation-only screening of the 
first episode of CNN’s new miniseries on Chicago  
Source: CNN.com
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Farewell, From The Editor’s Desk

M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t
To  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f 

H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f,  a n d  f a c u l t y, 

t o  r e p o r t  o n  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  e v e n t s ,  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a 

f o r u m  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  t o  s h a r e 

i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s ,  a l l  f o r 

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  f o s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 

c e l e b r a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  a m o n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  t h e 

H o n o r s  C o l l e g e .
 www.facebook.com/UICAmpersand

ampersand.honors.uic.edu 

by Avni Bavishi l Sophomore, Biological Sciences

Over the past two years, the Ampersand has gone through tremendous changes, both in terms of the publication and the behind-
the-scenes organization. From creating a brand new InDesign layout for the publication to building the beautiful new Ampersand 
website (ampersand.honors.uic.edu), to starting a blog, we have seen it all over the last two years.  The Ampersand has been the most 
exciting, most frustrating, and most rewarding part of my time at UIC, and it is what I will miss most next year.

I want to extend my gratitude to everyone who has been a part of the Ampersand. First and foremost, thanks to our writers 
for always being so willing to make changes and improve their work, as well as for putting up with my long emails. Our graduate 
editorial advisors in the past two years—Jenn and Leigh—both brought such different editing styles to the publication, and together 
they have ensured that the writing quality has improved exponentially. Our faculty advisors—Dean Hall, Professor Messenger, and 
Professor Chiang—have supported and guided us tremendously as we have tried to make large, lasting changes to the publication. 
Thank you to our staff advisors in the past two years—Jill and Sara—for their endless encouragement and patience; they have both 
done so much for the Ampersand and for me personally. I cannot thank them enough. Thank you to former editor-in-chief Swathi 
Madugula for setting us on the right track last year and for being so willing to help me transition into my role, even after graduating. 
Last but certainly not least, for putting up with me on those crazy fun layout weekends, Christine and Shreya deserve my heartiest 
thanks.

Finally, to the e-board: Rahul’s tenacity with the website, Hannah’s reliability, Maria’s constant optimism, Sarah’s pragmatism, 
and Alvin’s willingness to be the scapegoat have made every meeting a pleasure. I will miss the frantic door-knocks, phone calls, 
gelato trips and imperfect emails with you all tremendously. Some of my best memories from college are with you all and I cannot 
wait to see how much you continue to improve the publication under Sarah’s leadership next year. And of course (friendly reminder) 
if you all do not keep me in the loop, I will never forgive you!
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