
Dear Honors College Students, Faculty, Alumni, and Friends: 

The 19th Annual Honors College Ball on March 
3rd was one of the very best ever! Over 400 fac-
ulty, staff, and students dined and danced in a 
beautifully decorated venue. I thank HCAB 

members and Honors College staff (especially 
Sara Gardiner, Gerardo Jimenez, and Fiona 
O’Connor) for ensuring that everything was per-
fect. The silent auction generated a record-
breaking $4,000 for student scholarships. A 
number of awards were presented at the Ball, 
including two $1,500 HCAB scholarships to jun-

iors Deborah Happ and Bryan Killian for their 
significant leadership, and the second annual 
Honors College Alumni Association (HCAA) 
Scholarship to freshman Evangeline Courter. HCAA President Eric Leafblad received 
the University of Illinois Alumni Association Constituent Leadership Award for his 

prolific volunteer contributions to the College.  

As you read this, we are finishing our recruitment of the new Honors Class of 2016. 

For the first time, as a part of the most significant scholarship program in the history 
of UIC, this class will include a cohort of President’s Award Program Honors Scholars. 
All are chosen on the basis of top high school achievement, and their tuition and 

housing is fully funded for four years while in the Honors College. 

We have just welcomed two new staff members, IT Technical Associate Julio Chavar-
ria and Director of Admissions & Assistant Dean Esther Pandian-Riske. In addition, 
Associate Dean Hui-Ching Chang will be the 2012-2013 Faculty in Residence in the 

Stukel Towers Honors House, replacing Professor Brandon Valeriano whom we thank 
for two years of service. And we are delighted that our Postdoctoral Fellow in Teaching 

and Mentoring, Ekaterina Pirozhenko, will stay with us for another year.  

We look forward to Convocation on May 2 at the UIC Forum, where we will celebrate 
the accomplishments of the graduating seniors. Our keynote speaker will be Dr. 
David Ansell, an alumnus of UIC’s School of Public Health who is an internal medi-
cine physician, Vice President for Clinical Affairs, and Chief Medical Officer at Rush 

University Medical Center. He is the author of one of Wall Street Journal’s top five 
health-related books in 2011, COUNTY: Life, Death and Politics at Chicago’s Public 
Health Hospital. His message about community health care policies and practice and 
his advice -- assembled from a life of intellectual exploration and social advocacy -- 

will resonate widely within the Honors College community. Please come. 

Enjoy this issue of The Ampersand, which is a product of the excellent work of the 
editorial team, including student editor-in-chief Sasi Madugula, graduate assistant 
editor Jenn Hawe, faculty supervisor Mark Chiang, as well as College staff Associate 

Dean Sara Hall and Honors academic advisor and program specialist Jill Huynh.  

Best wishes, 

Bette L. Bottoms 

Dean and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs 

Professor of Psychology 

A Note from Dean Bottoms 
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HCAB Update 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

Upcoming Events 
Student Publication Release Party 

April 3 at 3:30 p.m. 

BH 109, Honors College Student 

Lounge 

Tuesday Evening Advising in JST 

April 3, 10*, 17, 24* 

4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

JST B250A 

Wednesday Evening Advising in BH 

April 4, 11, 18*, 25 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

BH Offices 

Honors Activity Workshops 
April 4  - 1 p.m. 

April 5 -  4 p.m. 

April 9 - 9 a.m. 

April 11 -  3 p.m. 

April 7  - 9:30 a.m. 
April 17 - 12:30 p.m. 

BH 114, Conference Room 

Hey there Honors College students! First, we would like to thank all those 

who came to the Honors College Ball this year. We had a fantastic night 
filled with a yummy three-course dinner, dance performances by HCAB and 

UIC Primo, and of course plenty of dancing later in the night. Many of the 

Honors College students really know how to break it down on the dance 

floor! It was a ton of fun and a lot of money was raised through the silent 

auction. All those funds will go towards the HCAB scholarship, which was 
given to Bryan Killian and Deb Happ this year. Congratulations to the both 

of them on being exemplary Honors College students!  

 

Now that everyone is back from Spring Break, many of you are probably 

excited to find out about upcoming events in the Honors College! HCAB   

will be hosting a senior sendoff for those graduating this year. It will take 
place on April 20th and it will be an outdoor picnic. Graduating seniors, 

mark your calendars because you do not want to miss this opportunity to 

say goodbye to friends and faculty. As the academic year slowly comes to a 

close, it will be time for a new board to be elected. HCAB election forms will 

be available in early April, so for those of you who are interested in being a 
part of next years board, make sure to fill it out and turn it in for a chance 

to be elected. Good luck on the rest of the semester! 

By Anam Syed    

Junior               

Neuroscience     

Major 

Honors College         

Advisory Board 

President 

Joseph Ou 

 
Vice President 

Anam Syed                 

Treasurer                    

Jason Manaparampbil 

 
Secretary 

David Esparaz 

 
Members-at-Large 

Humberto Caler           

Eloy Diaz 

Meredith Maresh        

Rupa Mirima 

Seyed Mirzamani 

Daven Patel 

Jay Patel 

Janesh Rahlan 

Ravi Shah 

Helen Sweiss 

Weili Zhang 

Staff Advisor 

Sarah Gardiner  

Panel of Previous Fulbright Winners 

April 11 at 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

BH 121, Quiet Study Lounge 

UIC Student Research Forum 

April 17 at 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

UIC Forum 

Honors College Convocation 

May 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

Graduates must arrive by 6:30 p.m 

UIC Forum  

Reminder: 

Dean Bottoms' office hours are 

Mondays 2:30-3:15 p.m. in BH 107.  

Study Abroad office hours are      

Fridays 1:00-3:00 p.m. in BH 132. 

*On April 18, capstone advising will be offered rather than general                

academic advising. Additional evening capstone advising will take place 

on April 10 & 24. 
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It’s springtime, and scholarships are in the air… 

As the spring semester winds down, you can set your sights on fall scholarship 

deadlines and begin preparing early for those awards. Don’t miss one of the 

most exciting panels of the semester, on April 11 at 4pm in 121 BH, where you 

can hear from returned Fulbright fellows about their experiences studying, re-

searching and teaching abroad. This is a great way to learn about the benefits of 

the Fulbright Scholar Program, the application process, and the impact the pro-

gram has had on the fellows’ lives. 

April 13 – British Scholarship Spring Deadline! 

Opportunities to study at British universities abound, and funding exists in 

many forms, including the Rhodes, Marshall, Mitchell, and Gates Cambridge 
Scholarships. Interested in learning more?  

1. Visit this website for details on the UIC process:                                                  

http://www.uic.edu/depts/oaa/ssp/all.htm. 

2. Visit the websites of the specific awards that interest you to learn more about 

what they seek in applicants. 

3. Set up an appointment to talk over your candidacy with Beth Powers at 

bpowers@uic.edu. 
4. Turn in a preliminary application by April 13! Final deadlines are in early Oc-

tober. 

Fulbright Fellowship 

One of the most accessible and exciting fellowships is the Fulbright. With Ful-

bright funding, students can go abroad for 10 months to study or research a 

topic of interest to them in any one of over 170 countries. As a Fulbright 

scholar, you design your own program of study/research. Several Honors Col-

lege students have expanded on topics they developed as Capstone Projects dur-

ing a Fulbright year after graduation. 

Students interested in teaching English can apply for English teaching assis-

tantships in one of 70 countries. Strong candidates tend to have some teaching 

or tutoring background. 

Early preparation for Fulbright applications is ideal: 

1. Research the Fulbright and countries of interest at www.iie.org/fulbright. 

2. Set up an appointment with Amanda Harrison (amandao@uic.edu) to talk 
about applying and discuss an ETA, or with Beth Powers (bpowers@uic.edu) if 

you hope to research or study. 

3. Use your summer to plan for a winning application in the fall! 

The Office of Special Scholarship Programs is open 8:30-5 daily and is open dur-

ing the summer. Students with questions about British scholarships, the Ful-

bright, and other awards should contact the office. (312) 355-2477. 

Scholarship Information  

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

Welcome to       

another issue of 

The  

Ampersand! 

 

This is the last full 

issue for this school 

year.  We hope you 

enjoy it. Thanks for 

reading! And        

remember, we 

couldn’t put all this 

together without all 

of you!   

 

The Ampersand is 

open and eager to 

accept submissions 

from all Honors Col-

lege students.  

Interested? You 

know you are!  

Please contact                

uicampersand 

@gmail.com. 

Get Amped! 

A Quick  Glance at 

Previous Issues:  

http://www.uic.edu/depts/oaa/ssp/all.htm
mailto:bpowers@uic.edu
http://www.iie.org/fulbright
mailto:amandao@uic.edu
mailto:bpowers@uic.edu
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Editor’s Farewell & Reflections 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

By Sasidhar Madugula  

Senior 

Bioengineering Major 

This may sound hackneyed, but I can hardly believe that it’s already 

been three years since I first started as a nervous freshman at UIC 

in the Honors College. In high school, the most significant difference 
between freshmen and seniors is physical, but in college, it is men-

tal and intellectual. The university years are those of discovering 

oneself: one’s interests, one’s friends, and one’s goals. The things 

you do and the people you associate with in college are defining. 

Due to the nature of this article’s title, I’m tempted to reminisce 

about my Honors College experiences—all the way from my first 
honors class (one of my most enjoyable at UIC) with Professor Kelso, 

to procuring samosas for a Burnham Hall bake sale, to hilarious 

moments in the lounge. But while that might be entertaining, it 

wouldn’t be so useful to all of you. Rather, here’s some handy advice 

I’d give my freshman-self if I could: 

The first one is obvious: get involved faster. I say faster because 

a lot of people actually plan to get involved with various ac-

tivities, especially at the beginning of the semester, but never 

get around to it. Signing up for things right away forces you 

to commit to them, and you’ll be surprised how much you 

can handle. Productive people tend to be able to do any 
amount of things, and the more you do things, the more you 

succeed at them. Identify your interests and choose organi-

zations accordingly. Like volunteering? Join Project ESTEEM 

or Peer Health Exchange. Like writing and health sciences? 

Join JPHAS. Writing and reporting? Join The Ampersand. 

There’s something for everyone, so just do it. 

Hit up the bakesales. There are some really good eats at some of 

the tables, and that money actually goes to good places. For 

instance, I learned that the homemade chocolate truffles fea-

tured at some of the bakesales are much, much rarer and 

better than those you can purchase in stores. 

Go to the lounge and meet people! Get to know the students, 

faculty, and staff who run the show, from putting on the 

Honors College Ball, to running its organizations, to setting 

up honors seminars. The earlier you start talking to these 

people, the more friends and connections you’ll find you have 

later on. 

As for The Ampersand, I’m very proud of where it’s gone in the past 

few years, both in layout and content. We’ve standardized our edit-

ing process, expanded our staff, and increased our coverage of all 

the cool stories and people in the HC. When I first became editor, I 

was scared to death that the publication would go under due to lack 

of continuity and constantly changing advisers. But these past two 
years, seven quality issues of The Ampersand have been published. 

So my heartfelt thanks to all those involved with this great publica-

tion! 

Editor—in –Chief 

Sasi has been the Editor-in-

Chief of The Ampersand 

from September 2010– April 

2012. He will be working on  

a Masters degree in Neuro-

science at Oxford                      

University, London next 

year and then will continue 

on to Medical School.                                                                   

Congratulations on your 

accomplishments , Sasi! 

The Ampersand will 

miss a great editor! 

Oxford University 
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Walking up to the Holiday Inn at Merchandise Mart, I noted how picturesque the venue was 

and I knew that I was in for a good night. This year HCAB planned a Las Vegas theme, and 

there were more attendees than ever before. The fancy dresses and impressive suits told me 

one thing: the Honors College sure cleans up nice. After greeting faculty and friends around 

the banquet hall, the program commenced with Dean Bottoms saying a few words. She made 

sure to remind everyone to bid on her mother’s ham in the silent auction. I hope that whoever 

was lucky enough to have won that ham had a very special time devouring it—I am sure it 

was delectable. Scholarships were presented and gratitude was expressed to everyone who 

helped make the Ball run (or roll??) smoothly. The food was brought out and my entrée of 

chicken and vegetables turned out to be delicious, no less. The main course was then fol-

lowed by tiramisu, which also delighted my taste buds.  

HCAB’s performance of a lighthearted dance number was memorable—as talented as they 

were, I recommend they keep their day jobs. The dance group Primo followed the HCAB 

performance, and wow, did they bring their A-game! Their performance sent a ripple of energy through the au-

dience. As Primo wrapped up their routine, I saw Joe Ou making his way over to us, and he grabbed a few 

arms; one of them was mine. We rushed the dance floor like our lives depended on it and broke it down, punc-

tuated with a beat dropped by the DJ. The lights dimmed and friends crowded onto the floor. We were lucky 

enough to witness Josh Kannankeril dance battle one of the Primo dancers and even saw a special performance 

by the DJ himself who got down. Needless to say, it was quite the spectacle. 

Honors College Ball 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

By Solomon                

Nittala 

Junior 

Biology &                     

Psychology Major  

Photos from the Event  

Silent Auction 

Award                      

Winners  

"To see these  photos and more, visit the Honors College Facebook page:   http://www.facebook.com/uichonorscollege."  

http://www.facebook.com/uichonorscollege
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Chancellor’s Lecture: The Value of 

Diversity in a Complex World 

As one of the nation’s most diverse institutions of higher learning, 

UIC has a lot to be proud of. But what exactly is the value of diver-
sity, and what is the meaning behind “leveraging” it? Scott Page, a 

professor of complex systems, political science, and economics at the 

University of Michigan, provided a compelling answer to that very 

question in a recent talk for the Chancellor’s Lecture Series. Page be-

gan by asking the audience to move beyond the traditional view and 
“rethink diversity.” His message is simple: diversity contains an in-

trinsic “cognitive value” because “seeking diversity enlarges the pool 

of talent.” In other words, “diversity confers a strategic advantage.” 

 

Page used multiple analogies, examples, and even mathematical 

modeling to illustrate his point. For example, individuals progress 
through life collecting various experiences that constitute a “toolbox.” 

Consider two groups: Group 1, the “alpha” group, consists of the 

“smartest” individuals. However, Group 2 consists of a more diverse 

set of individuals. Mathematical modeling has shown that when a 

difficult problem is presented to these two groups, the more diverse 
group almost always outperforms the alpha group by a substantial 

margin because the individuals in the alpha group all have the same 

set of tools, whereas the individuals in the diverse group have differ-

ent tools. Since the individuals in the diverse group tend to generate 

a richer set of ideas, they tend to get stuck less often. In fact, as the 

difficulty of the problem increases, the diverse pool’s advantage also 
increases. 

 

The implications of Page’s research resonate in virtually every level of 

society, from businesses to institutions of higher education to cities. 

But Page concedes that, in order to truly leverage the full cognitive 

advantage of diversity in solving complex problems, individuals need 
to have a certain baseline level of knowledge. Thus, the role of a pub-

lic university such as UIC is to enable as many people as possible to 

attain the skills they need to work on problems they care about. Cur-

rently, UIC is working on a number of diversity initiatives. The Diver-

sity Strategic Thinking and Planning Committee has recently re-
leased a draft of their vision, “Diversity Strategic Plan: A Mosaic for 

UIC Transformation,” for campus review. (The final document will be 

produced in May.) Additionally, the University is searching for a vice 

provost for diversity and senior advisor to the chancellor, a position 

that will coordinate diversity efforts. Finally, beginning in fall 2012, 

students will have the exciting opportunity to enroll in credit-bearing 
diversity seminars. 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

By Wenjii Guo 

Sophomore 

Biology Major 

Scott Page,                          
University of Michigan,                                

Santa Fe Institute 

Honors College              

Students’ Views on             

Diversity: 

Diversity is important 

because … 

“It gives us a 

variety of            

perspectives.” 

- Daniel        

Noventa,             

Senior  

“No one is the 

same.”                         

- Akshay Patel,       

Junior 



“Open Access”: The Director’s Cut 
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A little over a month ago, some of our more observant readers may have heard about a team of UIC 

students winning the People’s Choice Award in the 2011 Sparky Awards, a nationwide film contest 
sponsored by the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), for our short 

film, “Open Access.” The team consisted of Akshay Patel, Alex Kim, Aneesh Nandam, Garrett 

Padera, and yours truly. I was asked by The Ampersand to write a little something about the video. 

Rather than continue to repeat what has already been reported through press releases and news 

stories, I’m opting for something different: a director’s commentary, if you will. 
 

SPARC organizes the Sparky Awards annually as a way to encourage discussion among college stu-

dents on the importance of open access. (The term “open access” most generally refers to unob-

structed availability to research journals. The most common obstacle to this is requiring paid sub-

scriptions to view full articles.) But I’ll be the first to say: an interest in open access was not the 

original motivation for the film. In fact, when I first saw the poster advertising the contest, I 
thought, “Oh look, a film contest! I enjoy making videos, why not enter this competition?” Only after 

I researched the topic for the purpose of making the film did I become interested in the issue of 

open access.  

 

This train of thought can be tied back to open access. Sure, financially restricting access to jour-
nals impacts how information is disseminated. But let’s not forget our attitudes about information.  

Knowledge and new ideas serve as stepping stones from one thought to the next.  Sometimes the 

path is straightforward—for example, learning about the chemical properties of an enzyme to con-

duct biomedical research. But sometimes, the path curves unexpectedly. I’d bet most people never 

heard of open access or SPARC before this news. But look at how both are being promoted—

through a video produced by a group of college students! So, dear reader, I hope that in the spirit of 
open access, you continue to follow and forge whatever path knowledge illuminates for you. 

 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

By Bryan 

Killian 

Junior 

Biology 

Major 

Scenes from the Video: 

This video can be viewed at :  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BqeV-3Fqtk  

Team: Akshay Patel, Alexander Kim, 

Aneesh Nandam, Garrett Padera, and 

Bryan Killian 

The  Sparky Award! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BqeV-3Fqtk
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Meet a Honors College Student Athlete 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

The Honors College is comprised of students from all walks of life who have at least 

one thing in common: academic success. Yet there are some students who go beyond 

this by participating in athletics. I got the chance to sit down with Lukascz 

Adamczyk, a regular in the Honors College Lounge and also an avid gymnast.  

Are there skills that you have acquired through your participation in sports 

that have helped you in your academic coursework?  

I have learned how to manage time well, how to be productive in short amounts of 

time. 

What is your time commitment to your particular sport?  

Practice is six days a week, three hours each day. 

What kind of support has the Honors College been for you as a student athlete?  

Being an Honors College member and an athlete has allowed me to work with advisors on how to best 

manage scheduling of classes and practices. 

How do you maintain a high GPA while participating in a competitive sport?  

I have learned to focus on school while not at practice and to only focus on gymnastics while in the 

gym. … Also, time management has become an integral part of my studies, making sure I get enough 

rest each night for my body but making sure I keep up with daily studies and homework to keep my 

grades high. 

What advice do you have for anyone interested in being a student athlete?  

I recommend starting strong, and making sure you have good study habits, spending as much time 

as you can on school when not at practice and competitions, and getting to know your professors. 

Being an athlete you have to miss school time, and if your professors know you they will be more 

willing to give you time to get notes, extra time for papers, and tutor you if you need help. 

Who is your greatest motivator?  

I myself have intrinsic motivation, and my hopes of getting into medical school one day push me in 

the educational setting. In gymnastics, my team motivates me to work harder at practices in order to 

help the team win conference and to go to the NCAA competition each year. 

If you ever had to make a compromise between your athletic and educational career what 

would you do?  

I would choose my education because I know that the knowledge I 

receive, and the degree I will earn is far more important than any 

competition I will be part of here in college. Gymnastics has been a 

part of my life for the past sixteen years, but my gymnastics career 

will end one day after college. The degree I earn will help me one 

day get a job and be a successful member of the workforce. 

 

By Masood Qader 

Sophomore 

Bioengineering 

Major 

Lukascz Adamczyk 



Faculty Fellow Focus: Dr. Fung 
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Dr. Leslie Fung, her office decorated with a vast number of plants and a big smile 

on her face, is always ready to help a student in need. Dr. Fung has been an Honors 

College fellow since 2004, and in her own words, loves being a fellow because she 
gets the chance to “meet and serve the very brightest students.” 

 

After Dr. Fung graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the University of California 

at Berkeley, she completed her PhD in Physical Chemistry at MIT. Between complet-

ing her PhD and joining UIC as a professor of chemistry, she was a faculty member 

at a few other universities, including Loyola University here in Chicago. 
 

Students in Dr. Fung's lab are currently doing a biophysical analysis of proteins in 

the study of protein – protein interactions. They study two systems: a spectrin sys-

tem and a drug discovery system. For this, recombinant proteins are used, and once the protein of in-

terest is obtained, different biophysical methods are used to determine the protein's structural and in-
teractional properties. Marta Witek, a graduate student in Dr. Fung'a lab, commented, “I feel fortunate 

to have received the training that taught me the ability to embrace the challenges in research rather 

than run from them.” 

 

When asked what prompted her to choose chemistry as a career, Dr. Fung said that she had always 

been interested in the sciences throughout her secondary education, and that through the encourage-
ment of her high school chemistry teacher, she decided to pursue that field. However, she added, 

“Right now, what we are doing is not just chemistry, but it is many disciplines. Being interested in sci-

ence was a good starting point, and then it evolved from chemistry into many disciplines.” Her advice to 

students was along the same lines when she said, “Be interested in your subject. Have discipline. In 

the beginning, it may not be too fun. You have to learn something before you get into it, so just have 
faith. It will become more interesting as you get more involved in the subject, and then you become 

hooked on it.” 

 

An enthusiastic gardener, Dr. Fung laughingly pointed at the numerous potted plants in her office 

when asked about her hobbies. She mentioned the nightblooming cereus flower outside her office and 

pointed out some pictures of exotic flowers that she has on the walls. 
 

Dr. Fung is very active in her research and is always willing to have undergraduates in her lab. Cur-

rently, there are nine undergraduate students researching in her lab. According to Kayleigh Tovar, a 

senior who has been working in Dr. Fung’s lab for about a year, “Dr. Fung really cares about her un-

dergraduate and graduate students, and she wants us to get the most out of all our experiences. Some-
thing valuable that I have learned from her is that you have to put your full potential in everything you 

are involved in, because you never know how many doors you will open for yourself in the future.” 

 

When asked if she has any more advice to Honors College students, Dr. Fung says, “I encourage all 

students, whatever their disciplines, to involve themselves in undergraduate research. I think the Hon-

ors College research awards are very good in that they give students not only the incentive to do re-
search, but also some competition to motivate them to do their best.” 

By Swathi 

Madugula 

Sophomore 

Biochemistry           

Major 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  
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Capstone Highlight: Pasinee Bhavilai 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

As the end of spring semester draws nearer, Honors College seniors are racing to complete their 

Capstone Projects. Amidst the last-minute rush at least one senior is on top of her game: business stu-
dent Pasinee Bhavilai. She chose to do her Capstone on cause-related marketing and its effectiveness. 

According to Pasinee, cause-related marketing is “when a company partners with a non-profit organiza-

tion in order to sell its products with the non-profit’s name, saying that they’ll donate a certain per-

centage to that organization.” Examples include Yoplait’s partnership with Susan G. Komen for the 

Cure and the American Heart Association’s with Cheerios. 

Pasinee became interested in cause-related marketing after learning about it in one of her 

classes. “I wanted to find out: is it actually as effective as everyone thinks it is? Is there a negative side 

to it that no one really knows about?” To start making headway in answering these questions, Pasinee 

met up with her mentor, Dr. Mo-Yin Tam, and her supervisor, Professor Eugene Fregetto. Then, she 

planned out a schedule involving two parts: primary and secondary research in the fall semester, then 

testing her research in the spring. As part of her primary research, Pasinee interviewed some of her 
professor’s contacts who were familiar with cause-related marketing, including a CEO, a national ad-

vertising coordinator, and a senior vice president of marketing at a marketing firm. Pasinee said that 

she “found what these experts had to say very beneficial to my research” because they presented both 

sides of this type of marketing. After completing her primary research, Pasinee moved on to secondary 

research, reading extensively in the scholarly literature on the topic and opinion-gathering on online 
forums. 

After gathering background information from these sources, Pasinee decided to compare expert 

opinion to actual consumer feedback (feedback from UIC students). She prepared a survey featuring 

several cause-related marketing commercials and asked respondents to comment on the effectiveness 

of the ads, as well as on their general opinion and awareness of cause-related marketing. Pasinee then 

compiled both parts of her research in a report more than 100 pages long! Interestingly, she found that 
cause-related marketing campaigns were less effective in the long term than commonly believed, but 

that a lot of the success of the campaign depends on the quality of the ad itself and not so much the 

specific cause in question. “You have to make sure the message is understood on all sides, and that it’s 

heartfelt.” 

Commenting on her Capstone experience, Pasinee said that her work serves as “an effort to rep-

resent the college of business.” She hopes that her work encourages other business students, who she 
feels tend to be discouraged by the heavy emphasis on science-related disciplines at the Student Re-

search Forum, to complete their Capstones. According to Pasinee, “You just have to be creative with 

how you do it. It’s what you make of it.” She also pointed out that in the process of completing the pro-

ject, she came across some valuable networking opportunities, and even received an internship offer 

from one of the executives she interviewed. One crucial thing students interested in doing primary re-
search should remember: “Make sure you have IRB approval before sending out surveys and interview-

ing people!” 

Pasinee has a marketing job lined up after graduation, and plans to complete her MBA after 

gaining some experience. Look for her poster at this year’s Student Research Forum! 

By Michelle 

Skinner 

Junior 

English  Major 

Pasinee 

Bhavilai 



What Should I Do for My Honors Activity?  

P a g e  1 1  V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  4  

As this semester comes to a close and plans for the coming school year start to unfold, everyone 

seems to be asking this question.  

But, Honors students needn’t fear, because there are plenty of choices! The Honors Activity is a 
great opportunity to enrich one’s mind about a variety of topics.  

The  list of  possible activities, along with guidelines, can be found at:  

http://www.uic.edu/honors/learning/requirements.shtml 

Some popular activities include: 

Getting involved in research  

Being a TA for Honors 101, Engineering 100, or a similar orientation class 
Tutoring in the Honors College Tutoring Center or another tutoring center  

Becoming an Honors Ambassador 

Enrolling in an Honors Seminar  

A rare choice: The supplement! 

Did you know that your Honors Activity can supplement a class you are already taking? This is a 
great way to get the most out of a class that interests you. You can fulfill the supplement in a vari-

ety of ways—your Honors Fellow can help you figure out what would best suit you. 

Featured Student: Shelley Kerwell 

Shelley is a bioengineering major in her third year who decided to make her Honors Activity a sup-

plement to her Introduction to Thermodynamics class. In addition to fulfilling all the course require-
ments, she completed a project on her own that utilized the concepts she learned in the course, de-

signing a device that retains heat from a 250 mL beaker of warm water.  

Shelley’s project is a great example of the unique things that you can experience and get credit for 

through the Honors College. So, don’t stress when planning what to do for your Honors Activity 

next fall. Check out the website, talk to your Fellow, and think outside of the box!  

Shelley Kerwell 

Lounge Talk  

By Swathi 

Madugula 

Sophomore 

Biochemistry           

Major 

By Chaitra 

Kishore 

Junior 

Bioengineering 

Major 

T h e  A m p e r s a n d  

http://www.uic.edu/honors/learning/requirements.shtml
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Seniors: What’s Next? 

In the fall, I will be studying 

data mining in University of 

Central Florida Graduate 

School, focusing on the ap-

plication of statistics in the 

health and social fields.  I 

plan on pursuing a career in 

public health, specifically 

biostatistics.                            

Zahra Walji  

“I plan on doing some 

traveling this summer 

before attending medical 
school 

in the fall. I plan on be-

coming a physician in 

the future and hope to 

practice in Chicago.”  

Amulya Gampa  

“Next year, I plan on 

taking a year off to 

work at the National 
Eye Institute at the 

NIH in Bethesda, 

Maryland. Following 

this, I plan on enter-

ing medical school 

and pursuing a career 
as a physician.  “                             

Parth Shah 

“I have been ac-

cepted into 

graduate school 
and will be pur-

suing a Master's 

degree in art his-

tory and proba-

bly a PhD after 

that!”                    

Anne Mahady 

Annie  Amulya  Zahra  Parth 
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