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Swinging on a Star a Smashing Success!

    Thanks to the combined efforts of the Honors College Advisory
Board, staff, and numerous volunteers, the Honors Ball 2001 was a
great success.  On Saturday, March 3rd, over one hundred and sixty
people enjoyed an evening of food, fun, and of course, dancing!  The
Ball took place in the elegant ballroom of the Congress Hotel, equipped
with a spacious dance floor and lavished with decorations to reflect the
Ball�s theme of �Swinging on a Star.�
    As a young girl, Vidhya Viswanathan never knew that she would
someday be named vice-president of the Honors College Advisory
Board, making her chairwoman of the 2001 Honors College Charity
Ball.  Beginning early last fall, the first item on her list was naming the
charity to which the Ball would be dedicated.  After in-depth research,
debating over the all the worthwhile possibilities, and taking the matter
to the opinion polls, the members of HCAB collectively decided upon
St. Jude Children�s Hospital as the charity to which the Ball�s proceeds
would be donated. Now it was time to begin fundraising.
    At the bi-weekly HCAB meetings, ideas were bounced around.   The
Board decided to work at such places as Great America and the Pavil-
ion in hopes of raising funds to help the children of St. Jude.  At the
same time, the critical decision of selecting a venue to hold the Ball
had to be made.  Once again, research was done, tours were taken,
votes were placed, and after hours (more like one hour) of deliberation,
the final decision was made.  The 2001 Ball would be held in the Great
Hall of the Congress Hotel.
    The months quickly passed by, and before we knew it, it was time for
winter break.  This was a perfect opportunity for the members of HCAB
to continue fundraising at home.  Yes, the dedication to St. Jude
Children�s Hospital spanned even the month we call break.  Groups
were made and each came back to school to ask local businesses if
they would like to place advertisements in the Ball program.  Upon
returning to campus in January, we realized we had reached the period
known as �crunch time.�  Teasers, tickets, and ads had to be designed
and printed.

Seeing that Melissa and Joan Rivers were unable to attend the
festivities, your writers, Shifali Arora and Sonia Krishnan, have
taken it upon themselves to provide this year�s post-Ball commentary.

(cont�d. on page 2)

Important Upcoming Dates

    All freshmen (first year stu-
dents) are required to make an
appointment with an Honors
College advisor for mandatory
advising before they register for
fall semester 2001 classes.
    Just call the Honors College
office to make your appointment:
413-2260.

Mandatory
Freshmen Advising

    In this issue,
   you can read about:

    * Phi Eta Sigma inductees/scholar-
      ship winners;
    * For Animal Lovers Only;
    * ASB trips to Florida & New Mexico;
    * Honors College Tutoring

and lots more!

Fall Registration April 9th
Begins

Phi Kappa Phi April 16th
Induction

Convocation April 20th
Response Forms Due

Honors Day April 25th

Honors College May 4th
Convocation
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    Seventy-five Honors College freshmen were inducted into the
national freshmen honor society of Phi Eta Sigma at a ceremony
on Monday, March 26th.  LAS Dean Emanuel Pollack was the
featured guest speaker; additional remarks were made by Presi-
dent Deepak Mitra, Vice President Edina Kim, Secretary Anne
Panek, and Treasurer Anchal Sud. Additionally, Renuka Malik
and Brenda Peters were selected as winners of Phi Eta Sigma

$1,000 scholarships. The new inductees and their guests enjoyed a reception after
the ceremony.
    Congratulations to the scholarship winners and the following new Honors College
Phi Eta Sigma intitiates: Armin R. Afshar, Neil Ahluwalia, Rehan Ahmed, Young
Kyun Ahn, Suresh Alla, Shifali Arora, Tyler E. Ayalin, Alisha Bhatia, Malgorzata
M. Bogun, Maureen M. Capulong, Jason Victor Chang, Joyce Chen, Daniel
Myong-Han Choi, Sharon Chou, Palak P. Desai, Matthew J. Frazier, Rishi Garg,
Peggy Gatsinos, Nicholas Gruszauskas, Mohammed Farooq Hasan, Patrick H.
Hintz, James Huang, Kristin Huntoon, Batool Iqbal, Sachin Jain, Slobodan
Jankovic, Ashwin Jayachandran, Gargi G. Joshi, Parham Khalili, Charlene
Kiang, Bojana M. Kisic, Sonia Marie Krishnan, Christos Lampropoulos, Melissa
Ann Lopez, Lance Joseph Luka, Igor Malinkovich, Ada Moadsiri, Dimple Modi,
Shana Morgenstern, Caroline Nguyen, Grace Jane No, Daniel Nosek, Milad
Nourahmadi, Vishal Patel, Nafisa Patel, Heena R. Patel, Diana I. Popova, Allen
D. Primero, Meliza C. Quesea, Benjamin W. Raatjes, Joshua James Rack,
Shilpa Raju, Ivan Rasskazov, Kamran M. Riaz, Jeff John Scharfenberg, Derek
Schulze, David Segura, Nisha Sheth, Michael J. Shih, Alexander David
Skoirchet, Vasisht Srinivasan, Pavan Kumar Srivastava, Peter Stefanski, Lionel
Gayares Tan, Leianne Adele Torres, Tuyet Tran, Aman Upadhyay, Nicholas B.
Velianoff, Joey Veloso, Thomas John Wnukowski, Jr., Amy Julia Wong, Marika
Inga Wrzosek, Darrell Wu, Shaher-Bano Yousuf, and Mateusz Jakub Zagata.

Phi Eta Sigma Inducts Honors College
Freshmen, Awards Scholarships

    The UIC Pre-Veterinary Student Association is an organization for students
interested in veterinary medicine. The main goals of the club are to: introduce
students to the myriad of career opportunities in veterinary medicine, and to assist
students in the application process to veterinary colleges. The UIC campus does not
have a veterinary school, but the Champaign-Urbana campus, part of the University
of Illinois system, has a widely respected veterinary college.
    The club makes an annual trip to the Champaign-Urbana campus during the
�Open House� day at the college each spring. This year the Open House will be held
on Saturday, April 7.  Any student interested in riding in the UIC van should contact
Marisa at mwlode1@uic.edu for more information.
    The Open House will enable students to tour the facilities, talk with veterinary
students about the program, and learn more about admission requirements from a
faculty representative.
    The Pre-Vet club holds meetings once a month, usually on Wednesdays at 5 p.m.
The students of the Pre-Vet club meet under the guidance of veterinarians who work
at the Biologic Resources Laboratory on the UIC campus. These veterinarians assist
the club members in securing speakers from the veterinary community. Past speak-
ers have included: an equine specialist, an avian/exotics specialist, an animal
behaviorist, the chair of the Admissions Committee from the UICU Veterinary Col-
lege, and lab animal veterinarians.
    For information about the next meeting, contact Marisa at mwlode1@uic.edu
Any interested students are invited.

Calling All Animal Lovers!

    Thanks to the dedication of Ada
Moadsiri, Matt Wang, (among others!)
and especially Kinko�s, the programs
came out great.  Decorations and
centerpieces were taken care of by
Alicia Garcia and Vidhya Viswanathan.
Tickets went on sale in the Honors
College in mid-February.  For the next
three weeks, HCAB members staffed
booths in CCC to allow the students and
faculty of UIC to purchase their tickets.
    The days before the Ball were filled
with taking care of last minute details,
and before we knew it, March 3rd.  HCAB
members arrived at the hotel in the
afternoon to decorate and set up the
Great Hall.   At 6:00 p.m., UIC students,
staff, and faculty began to arrive, and
before long; the Ball was in full swing.
After everyone had checked out what
everyone else was wearing (Gucci,
Armani, Versace, etc.), dinner was
served.  After a great three-course meal,
guests enjoyed eloquent speeches by
HCAB President Anisha Shetty, Vice
President Vidhya, and Dean Kaba.
    A popular addition to this year�s Ball
was the placement of disposable cam-
eras on each table.  Many memorable
images were captured; to see a large
selection of photos from the evening,
check out the Honors College web page:
http://www.hc.uic.edu
    It was now time for the dancing
portion of the evening.  Thanks to great
music selections of the Spinning Disks
DJ, students and faculty alike literally
danced the night away.  After hours of
�YMCA-ing,� swinging, doing the cha-cha,
and bouncing to the beat, the Ball came
to a close.
    We, the authors of this article, feel the
Ball was a definite success and we will
be there next year to once again provide
you, the readers of the Ampersand, the
real story of the Honors College Charity
Ball.  This is Shifali Arora and Sonia
Krishnan signing off until next year.

    This article is brought to you by the
numbers 2, 0, 0, and 1 and the letters H, C,
A, B (for all you Sesame Street fans out
there).

Honors College Ball
(cont�d. from page 1)
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    The LAS Academic Advising
Center is hosting information
sessions for PreMed Students.
       April 4 - LC C3; 4:00 - 5:00
p.m. AMCAS 2002.  A review of
the new web based application.
    April 18 - Room 140 BSB; 4:00
- 5:00 p.m.   Personal Statements.
Tips and ideas on how to ap-
proach this key segment of the
application

Pre-Med
Advising Sessions

    Congratulations to the following
Honors College students who
were recent winners of the 2001
Student Leadership Recognition
Awards:
    Paras Bhatt, Izabela Bucko,
Sally Dowlatshahi, Eric
Dubrowski, Nakisha Harris,
Renuka Malik, Christopher
Mullooly, Haley Naik, Arun
Reddy, Omar Shamsi, and Eric
Yang

Student Leaders
Recognized

    Few programs sponsored by the Honors College have as great a
potential to reach and affect the entire study body of UIC as the Honors
College tutoring program.  With over 30 tutors offering their service for
a cumulative 93 hours each week, tutoring services are available in
almost any subject at nearly any time desired.  Some students have
voiced concerns, though, about the availability and quality of the volun-
teer tutors.  I will try to allay some of those worries by providing a
glimpse into the program.
    Each semester, continuing Honors College students can volunteer
three hours per week to tutor in classes in which they have received
commendable grades.  Based on times and classes listed on the appli-
cations received from prospective tutors, a tutoring schedule is devel-
oped to provide a relatively even distribution of tutors at all times
throughout the day and week.  At some points during the semester,
volunteers may miss their scheduled sessions due to illness or other
emergencies.   These missed sessions are isolated; therefore, if you
proceed to the tutoring room (Burnham Hall, Room B21) to receive
help in a class from a tutor scheduled at that time but find the tutor
absent, please try again later in the week.  The absence is likely un-
usual, and the tutor should be available at the regularly scheduled
times thereafter.  If, however, you notice a tutor consistently arriving
late or failing to arrive at all for their scheduled tutoring times, please
leave a message for me in the tutoring mailbox located in the Honors
College lounge.  Please include the time and date during which the
tutor was absent, as well as the class in which you attempted to be
tutored.
    The abovementioned schedules are compiled based on information
provided by the tutors in the application to participate in the program.
Thus, although most classes shown in the schedule are listed by up-to-
date names, some classes, like PHYS 101, have been changed re-
cently (in this example, PHYS 101 is now called PHYS 105 and PHYS
106).  Therefore, if you are in a popular class but do not see tutors
listed for it in the schedule, check to see if the name of the class has
been changed recently.
    Also, although most tutors will be able to provide adequate support
in classes listed for them in the schedule, tutors sometimes forget
specific aspects of subjects, especially if a significant span of time has
elapsed since the class in question was taken.  As such, if a tutor is
unable to assist you to the full extent you desire, please seek out your
professor or departmental tutors for additional help.  Keep in mind,
though, that the goal of the tutoring program is to offer clarity to stu-
dents who do not fully understand a subject.  Tutors, therefore, should
not be called upon to complete homework assignments for students in
lieu of the students putting forth the effort themselves.
    Finally, I�d like to thank those students who volunteered as tutors
during the fall semester, as well as those who are volunteering this
semester.  Your service to the Honors College and UIC is greatly ap-
preciated.

Tutoring Tutorial
by Jeff Meier
HCAB Tutoring Chair

    Don�t forget to
turn in your Hon-
ors College Gradu-
ation Declaration
form, as well as
your Convocation

Response Sheet.  The Graduation
Declaration forms are due on or
before May 4th, and the Convoca-
tion Response Sheet is due to the
Honors College office by Friday,
April 20th.
     We hope to see all graduates
and their families at the Second
Annual Honors College Convoca-
tion on Friday, May 4th.

Are You Graduating?
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    Earlier this month, Alternative Spring Break sent five trips all
over the nation: to New Mexico, Florida, Tennessee, Kansas,
and South Dakota.  We drove to Immokalee, Florida to work
with migrant farm workers.  Initially, such an issue seemed
very hard to understand because it is so removed from us.
But, we were willing to learn.
    On Friday afternoon (3/9) nine of us gathered in the Atrium
prepared for a 22-hour road trip in a white, fifteen-passenger
van.  After introductions, we headed down I-90/94 all the way
to Florida.  The van rides are actually one of the best parts of
an ASB trip.  You are stuck with so many relatively unknown
faces for a long period of time in what seems to be a never-
ending car ride.  But it�s the best time to get to know everyone!
We played all sorts of word games, Win, Lose or Draw, and
other bonding games.  After an overnight stop in Nashville, we
reached Florida at 1:00 a.m. Sunday morning!
    The weather was just amazingly beautiful there; we woke up
each morning to clear skies and temperatures in the 80�s.
However, what was even more beautiful were the people we
worked with.  We stayed at the Immokalee Friendship House,
which is a homeless shelter.  There we met a truly amazing
and kindhearted person, Leon, who just started working there.
Leon devotes his time to giving the kids of Immokalee direction
and guidance as a youth minister and, more importantly, as a
friend.
    Most of the mornings, we worked with Habitat for Humanity,
painting, tiling and building frames.  When we first started
hammering, it took the two of us at least half an hour to get
one nail in!  It�s hard hammering in a nail, especially when
you�re laughing at your inability to do so.  But, we were pros by
the end of the week.  We worked alongside the volunteers,
many of whom where older, wealthy retired men who had
seasonal homes in nearby Naples.  These men were filled with
stories and suggestions of things for us to do in Florida.
    In the afternoons, we volunteered at an after-school pro-
gram for children aged 5 - 15 called �Phoenix.�   What made
this program special was that it was located in an enclave
called the �Farm Worker�s Village.�  The Village consists of 650
houses that have been subsidized by the government for farm
workers.  The moment we pulled into the lot and got out of the
van, a mob of children came running to us, giving us hugs.  It
was obvious from the very beginning that these children were
different.  Many have never met their fathers, some have been
sexually and/or physically abused, and many have parents
who are very promiscuous.   Especially poignant was a display
that showed pictures of the children and their goals.  Almost
every goal read: �I want to finish high school and get my GED.�
Nowhere did you see the word engineer, doctor, nurse, physi-
cist, or accountant.  Although each child has the desire to
learn, college is an abstract idea.
    Overall, the trip was not only fun, but extremely enlightening.
Being exposed to the children of Immokalee and the obstacles
they face in their everyday lives opened up the eyes of each
and every one of us.   Hopefully, we left them with the inspira-
tion to strive for higher goals and to believe in themselves.
    Visit ASB�s website at:

Alternative Spring Break Heads to Florida
by Sharon Chou & Rena Patel

http://www2.uic.edu/stud_orgs/service/asb/

    Here are some photos from our trip to Florida.  If you are
interested in seeing more images from this & other ASB trips,
you are welcome to attend the ASB Spring Trip Slide Show on
Tuesday, April 3rd.
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    So it�s the night before spring break and my stomach is starting to
growl.  My wonderful little college refrigerator?  Empty.  What�s a col-
lege student to do?  Well for those of us that enjoy the taste of fresh
fish...I mean REALLY fresh fish, it�s time to go out and find some sushi.
    So four of us decide to try out a new restaurant that has some favor-
able reviews on line.  Sushi Doraku at 1139 N. State Street is a hop,
skip, and a jump away from the Red Line stop of Clark and Lake.
Unlike the traditional tatami mats and sushi bar to sit around, the first
impression upon entering Sushi Doraku is that of a 60�s diner.  Wild
and crazy colors are everywhere, along with traditional diner-type

stools.  You hear contemporary
pop music mixed with some light
techno.  The setting is perfect for
any �fun� date.
   What really set this restaurant
apart from the rest is its conveyor
belt.  Yes, a conveyor belt.  No
matter where you sit, you are right

next to a moving conveyor belt that travels through the whole restau-
rant.  As each piece of sushi or appetizer is made, the chef places it
onto the conveyor belt and you can just grab the goodies as they pass
by.  Everything on the conveyor belt is $3.50 a plate and they charge
you by counting how many plates you have at the end of your meal.
    What if you�re in the mood fro something that isn�t on the belt or that
needs fresh preparation?  Each table also has a little wooden block that
is colored red and green.  When you place the green side up, it lets the
waiters know that you don�t need any service.  When the red side is up,
waiters dash over to fill your drink, or take orders for specialty rolls,
combination platters, special side items, or dessert.
    Many conveyor belt plates and 4 specialty orders later, we were
ready to try some dessert.  Our choice was a huge scoop of vanilla ice
cream with sugar fried banana lightly covered in powdered sugar and
chocolate sauce dripped over key spots to make it tasty and beautiful.
    While the sushi isn�t the best I�ve ever tried, the service, environ-
ment, and dessert were top notch.  Got time and got a craving for
Japanese?  Give it a try with a few friends.  It�s a place you won�t soon
forget.  (They deliver, too!)

Sushi Doraku
1139 N. State Street
Chicago, IL 60610
312-867-7772
http://www.sushidoraku.com

    How do you feel about taking a
trip to Switerland for a week?
What if the trip also involved the
opportunity for you to meet with
top business executives and world
leaders in a semi-formal and
comfortable setting? And to top it
all off, the trip would include a
one-day hike in the Swiss Alps
and dinner parties at dusk with
250 international scholars just like
you? Honestly, could the deal get
any sweeter?
    What I am writing about is the
International Management Sym-
posium that is held annually at the
University of St. Gallen in Switzer-
land. Every year, the university
holds an essay competition that is
open to all college students world-
wide.  The top 250 contributions
are chosen by a committee of
students and professors in Swit-
zerland. The writers of these
outstanding essays are invited to
participate in the week-long man-
agement symposium.
    I had the opportunity to partici-
pate in the symposium last year,
and it was the most rewarding
experience I could have ever
wished for. I met Dr. Romano
Prodi, the President of the Euro-
pean Commission, and inter-
viewed him for an essay that I
wrote for my European Union-
Politics and Policy course. I also
met the CEO of Nokia, and the
CEO of L�Oreal Paris (talk about
networking skills!)
    In that short week, I met so
many wonderful people from
around the world.  To this day, I
still keep in contact with these
friends from Germany, France,
Austria, and Romania.
   More information about the
program can be found at http://
www.isc-symposium.org

by Anne Sromek

A Trip to SwitzerlandA Sushi Suggestion
by Derrick Tung
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    A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to volun-
teer on a Navajo reservation in New Mexico with
fourteen other students from UIC.  It was my first trip
with Alternative Spring Break (ASB), a volunteer
organization that places UIC volunteers at sites all
over the United States to help others and learn more
about the kind of needs our society has.  It was a
great way to get to meet and work with different
people.  A major theme ASB promotes is diversity
and learning how to appreciate that diversity.  Four-
teen people with different majors, ethnicities, and
interests were all thrown together with the task of
coming together as a group throughout the volunteer
trip.  Though we never knew each other, it was
amazing how a group of 14 strangers became
friends in such a short time.  Maybe it was the 25
hours in a 15-passenger van that brought us to-
gether.
    Our site was in Tohatchi, New Mexico.   Though I
knew that I would be working with Navajo Indians
with developmental disabilities, I was totally unaware
of what that might entail. Many of these individuals
had severe mental and/or physical disabilities.  Vol-
unteer work included interacting with them as well as
aiding the supervisors of the center.  We could do
office work in the administration department, or help
out in the barn with the animals, or help with physical
therapy.  Some volunteers helped nurses while
others helped clean and decorate a gym for the St.
Patrick�s Day dance.
    One event that really struck me was while I was
serving in a group home for personal care.  When I
walked into the foyer of the home, I noticed the
smiling face and eyes of a man in his 40s confined
to a wheel chair. He waved us over to him and
started mumbling incoherent words and kept pointing
at his arm.   We looked and noticed a remnant of a
small heart-shaped tattoo.  Shortly after we acknowl-
edged his tattoo, he started to show us his tattoo
again as if we had never seen it before.  Then he
made repetitive motions with his hands.  First, he
communicated the number 2, made a shape with his
two fingers, and then stuck out his middle finger at
us.  We looked at each other in surprise, not really
understanding what he meant.
    Just then, the supervisor came to where we were
sitting and said, �Oh, don�t worry.  That�s Jerry. Did
he show you his tattoo?  He does that all the time.

And don�t think he�s flicking you off either,� he added
with a grin.  I guess I had a puzzled expression on
my face because he replied, �That just means �boy�
and the other sign he makes means �girl.�  Jerry has
two kids, a boy and a girl. They should be teenagers
by now,� the supervisor mused.  I took another look
at this man with his kind eyes and tried to picture him
with two kids.  The supervisor continued, �See that
picture over there?  That�s Jerry before the car
accident.�   He pointed to a framed photograph on
the shelf.  In the photo, I saw an average-looking
man wearing a worn flannel shirt and with his hands
in his jeans pockets.  A white cowboy hat was sitting
jauntily on his head and his eyes were covered with
dark sunglasses.  This man could have been any
man on the street.
    It made me realize how in one split second, one
event could alter a life so dramatically.  This man
was a father and a husband and now his family
seemed to be composed of his fellow house-mates
in their group home and people within his commu-
nity.  Many of these individuals were abandoned by
their families or became disabled because of physi-
cal abuse or neglect.
    I spent the remainder of that evening talking with
the supervisor about the working conditions of the
Navajo people at the base.  So many Navajo are
hungry for jobs and even if they don�t personally
enjoy what they do, they persevere to provide for
their families.  Some of them fear to speak to the
authorities about job-related injustices because they
don�t want to risk losing their jobs.
    As I reflect on my experiences in New Mexico
during spring break, I realize how much I saw and
learned.  I truly appreciated the beauty of New
Mexico and the Navajo people.   From realizing I can
survive a 25-hour car ride to learning about working
together as a team, I also discovered that this expe-
rience broadened my world-view in general.
    I encourage everyone to take opportunities to
learn more about different cultures as well as the
social issues people face all over the world.  I know
that I was definitely enriched by this experience of
participating in volunteer work through Alternative
Spring Break.

An Enlightening Week with ASB
by Edina Kim


